

Stand Out 4: Video Challenge 2
Faces of India

My name is Steve McCurry. I'm a photographer. I started my photography career in college. When I got out of school, the first job that came along was working on a newspaper, but my real ambition was to find a profession in photography that would allow me to travel and see the world [camera shuttering]. I've been working almost continuously with National Geographic for thirty years. There's no place in the world that has the depth of culture like India. For National Geographic photographer Steve McCurry, India is one of his favorite subjects, full of color and culture, including some remote villages. Rajasthan is a large Indian state north of Mumbai on the Pakistan border, home to some nomadic shepherds. It's really like going to another planet. The landscape, the way people dress, their traditions, their religion, the music, the food - almost everything about it is kind of strange, and also very wonderful. The people are very gentle, and, you know, hospitable. So I feel very comfortable in Rajasthan, I feel at home. Once the big excitement of Steve's visit calms down a bit, he is able to walk through the streets and meet the villagers. The people here are very interesting and very visual. Some of the nomads are entertainers, snake charmers, they tell stories, they're fortune tellers. That's their job to amuse people. But now they're having to find new ways to make a living. I think I'm naturally a shy person, and my first choice is not really to go up and kind of confront people, and talk to people, and ask people if I can take their picture - but it's something that I have to do, and once I kind of get warmed up, the wheels start to move and then it becomes very natural, and I'm very happy and very interested in meeting people and talking to villagers. Okay. One, two, three. Great, perfect. Tell him I want him to come to New York. I mean, I could be his agent, he tells fortunes, he does magic tricks, he's a snake charmer. I think we could... I think it's the whole face that tells a story. It's not just the eyes or the other features, I think it's the totality of the particular look. Somehow it all kind of works together to tell a story. It's not one particular feature, it's all of them working together. That's it, perfect.
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