
CONTENTS

Contents iii

 

GRAMMAR  Be  
Singular and Plural Nouns  
Adjectives

READING 1 Help for New Immigrants 4

1.1 Subject Pronouns 6
1.2 Be—Affirmative Statements 7

READING 2 Using the Laundromat 9

1.3 Contractions (Short Forms) 10
1.4 Singular and Plural 12
1.5 This, That, These, Those 13

READING 3 At the Supermarket 15

1.6 Be—Negative Statements 17
1.7 Adjectives 18
1.8 Expressions with It 20
1.9 Singular and Plural—Spelling Rules 21

UNIT SUMMARY   22
REVIEW   23
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 24

GRAMMAR  Possessive Nouns and Adjectives  
Be—Questions  
Articles A and An

READING 1 Time 28

2.1 Possessive Nouns 29
2.2 Possessive Adjectives 30

READING 2 Being on Time 32

2.3 Be—Yes/No Questions 34
2.4 Irregular Plural Forms 37

READING 3 At the ATM 38

2.5 Be—Wh- Questions 40
2.6 Articles A and An 42

UNIT SUMMARY   44
REVIEW   45
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 46

1 2

WELCOME TO THE UNITED STATES TIME AND MONEY

© 2021 National Geographic Learning

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this work covered by the copyright herein 
may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, except as 
permitted by U.S. copyright law, without the prior written permission of the 
copyright owner. 

“National Geographic”, “National Geographic Society” and the Yellow Border 
Design are registered trademarks of the National Geographic Society ®  
Marcas Registradas

Grammar in Context Basic ISBN: 978-0-357-14022-2    
Grammar in Context Basic + OLP ISBN: 978-0-357-14048-2

National Geographic Learning 
200 Pier 4 Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02210 
USA

Locate your local office at international.cengage.com/region

Visit National Geographic Learning online at ELTNGL.com 
Visit our corporate website at www.cengage.com

For permission to use material from this text or product,  

submit all requests online at cengage.com/permissions  

Further permissions questions can be emailed to   

permissionrequest@cengage.com

National Geographic Learning,  
a Cengage Company

Grammar in Context Basic, Seventh Edition
Sandra N. Elbaum
Judi P. Pemán

Publisher: Sherrise Roehr

Executive Editor: Laura Le Dréan

Managing Editor: Jennifer Monaghan 

Director of Global Marketing: Ian Martin

Heads of Regional Marketing:

Joy MacFarland (United States and Canada)

Charlotte Ellis (Europe, Middle East and Africa)

Kiel Hamm (Asia)

Irina Pereyra (Latin America)

Product Marketing Manager: Tracy Bailie

Content Project Manager: Beth F. Houston

Media Researcher: Leila Hishmeh

Art Director: Brenda Carmichael

Senior Designer: Lisa Trager

Operations Support: Rebecca G. Barbush, Hayley 
Chwazik-Gee

Manufacturing Planner: Mary Beth Hennebury

Composition: MPS North America LLC

Printed in China

Print Number: 01  Print Year: 2019

00i-xvii_GICb_SE_40222_FM.indd   2-3 10/10/19   1:24 PM



iv Contents Contents v

5 6

 

GRAMMAR  Imperatives  
Let's  
Subject and Object Pronouns

READING 1 Getting a Social Security Card 50

3.1 Imperatives—Affirmative 51
3.2 Imperatives—Negative 52

READING 2 Applying for Financial Aid 54

3.3 Let’s—Affirmative and Negative 55
3.4 Subject and Object Pronouns 56

UNIT SUMMARY   58
REVIEW   59
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 60

GRAMMAR  The Simple Present  
Frequency Words  
Time Expressions 

READING 1 Free-Time Activities 64

4.1 The Simple Present—Affirmative Statements 65
4.2 Spelling of the -s Form 66
4.3 The Simple Present—Use 67
4.4 Frequency Words 68

READING 2 Work 71

4.5 The Simple Present—Negative Statements 72
4.6 Time Expressions with the Simple Present 74
4.7 Infinitives with Simple Present Verbs 75

READING 3 Eating Customs 78

4.8 The Simple Present—Yes/No Questions  79

READING 4 Exercise 83

4.9 The Simple Present—Wh- Questions 85
4.10 The Simple Present—Subject Questions 88

UNIT SUMMARY   90
REVIEW   91
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 92

3 4

FORMS AND INFORMATION LIFESTYLES
 

GRAMMAR Modals: Can, Should, and Have To

READING 1 Getting a Driver’s License 96

5.1 Modal: Can—Affirmative and Negative 98
5.2 Modal: Should—Affirmative and Negative 99
5.3 Have To—Affirmative and Negative 100

READING 2 Car Safety 105

5.4 Can, Should, and Have To—Yes/No Questions 106
5.5 Can, Should, and Have To—Wh- Questions 109
5.6 Can, Should, and Have To—Subject Questions 112

UNIT SUMMARY   114
REVIEW   115
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 116

GRAMMAR  Must and Have To  
Count and Noncount Nouns  
Quantity Expressions 

READING 1 School Lunch Programs 120

6.1  Modal: Must—Affirmative and  
Negative Statements 121

6.2 Must and Have To 123
6.3 Must Not and Don’t Have To 124

READING 2  Favorite Foods for  
School Lunches 126

6.4 Count and Noncount Nouns 127
6.5 Quantity Expressions with Noncount Nouns 129
6.6  A Lot Of/ Much/A Little with  

Noncount Nouns 131
6.7 Some/Any with Noncount Nouns. 132

READING 3 School Supplies 133

6.8 Some vs. Any 134
6.9 A Lot Of and Many vs. Much 136
6.10 A Few vs. A Little 137
6.11 How Many vs. How Much 138

UNIT SUMMARY   140
REVIEW   141
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 142

5 6

DRIVING SCHOOL

00i-xvii_GICb_SE_40222_FM.indd   4-5 10/10/19   1:24 PM



vi Contents Contents vii

5 6

 

GRAMMAR  Prepositions  
There Is and There Are  
Quantity Words

READING 1 Buying Necessary Things 146

7.1 Time Expressions with Prepositions 147
7.2 Time Expressions without Prepositions 148
7.3 Prepositions of Place 150
7.4 Prepositions in Common Expressions 151

READING 2 Large Stores and Small Stores 153

7.5  There Is and There Are—Affirmative  
Statements 155

7.6 There Is and There Are—Negative Statements 156
7.7 Quantity Words 158

READING 3 Smart Shopping 161

7.8 There Is and There Are—Yes/No Questions 162
7.9 There Is and There Are—Wh- Questions 164

UNIT SUMMARY   168
REVIEW   169
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 170

GRAMMAR The Present Continuous

READING 1 At the Post Office 174

8.1  The Present Continuous—Affirmative  
Statements 176

8.2 Spelling Rules of the -ing Form 177
8.3 The Present Continuous—Use 178
8.4  The Present Continuous—Negative  

Statements 179

READING 2 Drive-Throughs 183

8.5 The Present Continuous—Yes/No Questions 184
8.6 The Present Continuous—Wh- Questions 187
8.7 The Present Continuous—Subject Questions 189

UNIT SUMMARY   190
REVIEW   191
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 192

7 8

SHOPPING ERRANDS
 

GRAMMAR  The Future (Be Going To Form)  
Time Expressions

READING 1 Getting Ready for a New Baby 196
9.1 The Future—Affirmative Statements 197
9.2 The Future—Negative Statements 198
9.3 The Future—Use 199
9.4 Time Expressions 200

READING 2 Moving 205

9.5 The Future—Yes/No Questions 206
9.6 The Future—Wh- Questions 208
9.7 The Future—Questions with How Long 211
9.8 The Future—Subject Questions 212

UNIT SUMMARY   216
REVIEW   217
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 218

GRAMMAR  Comparatives  
Superlatives Jobs

READING 1 Higher Education 222

10.1 Comparative Forms of Adjectives 223
10.2 Comparisons with Nouns and Verbs 228

READING 2 Buying a Car 231

10.3 Superlative Forms of Adjectives 233
10.4 Spelling of the -est Form 233
10.5 Superlatives with Nouns and Verbs 237

UNIT SUMMARY   240
REVIEW   241
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 242

9 10

CHANGES CHOICES

00i-xvii_GICb_SE_40222_FM.indd   6-7 10/10/19   1:24 PM



viii Contents Contents ix

 

GRAMMAR  The Past of Be  
The Simple Past  
Time Expressions in the Past 

READING 1 Job Applications 246

11.1 The Past of Be—Affirmative Statements 248
11.2 The Past of Be—Negative Statements 249
11.3 Time Expressions in the Past 250
11.4 The Past of Be—Yes/No Questions 251
11.5 The Past of Be—Wh- Questions 252
11.6 The Past of Be—Subject Questions 253

READING 2 Job Interviews 255

11.7  The Simple Past of Regular Verbs— 
Affirmative Statements 256

11.8 Spelling of the -ed Form 257
11.9  The Simple Past of Irregular Verbs— 

Affirmative Statements 258
11.10 The Simple Past—Negative Statements 259

READING 3 Choosing a Career 263

11.11 The Simple Past—Yes/No Questions 264
11.12 Other Irregular Verbs in the Simple Past 266
11.13 The Simple Past—Wh- Questions 267
11.14 The Simple Past—Subject Questions 268
11.15 More Irregular Verbs in the Simple Past 269

UNIT SUMMARY   272
REVIEW   273
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 274

GRAMMAR Review of Verb Tenses, Infinitives, 
Modals, and Time Expressions Sports and

READING 1 Helping Others 278

12.1  Review of Verb Tenses—Affirmative  
and Negative 279

12.2 Review of Infinitives 282
12.3  Review of Modal Verbs—Affirmative  

and Negative 283
12.4 Review of Time Expressions 284

READING 2 Volunteer Opportunities 287

12.5 Review of Yes/No Questions 288
12.6 Review of Wh- Questions 290

UNIT SUMMARY   296
REVIEW   297
FROM GRAMMAR TO WRITING 298

11 12

CAREERS VOLUNTEERING

 APPENDICES 

A Spelling Rules for Verbs and Nouns 300

B Summary of Verb Tenses 302

C Irregular Verb Forms 303

D Prepositions of Time 305

E Capitalization and Punctuation 306

F Vowel and Consonant Sounds 308

G The Calendar and Numbers 309

GLOSSARY 311
INDEX 315
CREDITS 319

00i-xvii_GICb_SE_40222_FM.indd   8-9 10/10/19   1:24 PM


