
National Geographic Learning 2012 

SPIN 1 LESSON PLAN 28 WEEKS 
 
BOOKS: 

 Spin 1 Student’s Book 
 Spin 1 Workbook 
 Spin 1 Companion 
 Spin 1 Grammar Book 
 Spin 1 Teacher’s Book with Resource CD-ROM 

 
NOTES 

− At the beginning of each lesson, check HW from the previous lesson and give feedback on errors. 
− The Workbook and Companion are for HW. 
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National Geographic Learning 2012 

 
Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
1 1 

 
 
 
 

Grammar Book 
Introduction 
 
 
 

Spend the first few minutes getting to know students. 
The grammar in the Introduction should have been covered at junior levels. 
Allow the students to do the tasks one at a time alone and go around the 
class to get an idea of the level of each student.  
 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 
 
 

Student’s Book 
Introduction 
 
 
 

The language in the Introduction should have been covered at junior levels.  Workbook Introduction  
Tasks 1-7 

3 Student’s Book 
Introduction 
Student’s Book 
Unit 1 Opener 
 

When you check HW always give feedback on errors. Encourage students to 
note down any new vocabulary in their notebooks. 
 

Workbook Introduction  
Tasks 8-11 

2 1 
 
 
 

Grammar Book 
Unit 1 Lesson 1  
 
 
 

The Speaking task at the end of each grammar lesson allows students to 
use the grammar in a production task. Encourage students’ fluency and try 
not to correct every mistake they make. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 
 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 1 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Make sure students note down new words. Alternatively they can highlight 
them in their companion. Spend a few minutes at the beginning of each 
lesson checking the words from the previous lesson. 

Workbook  
Unit 1 Lesson 1 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 1 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Point out to students that Lesson 2 of each unit is a non-fiction reading text 
about the real world. Encourage them to tell the class about any National 
Geographic magazines they have read, or documentaries they have 
watched. 

Workbook  
Unit 1 Lesson 2 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
3 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 1 Lessons 2 & 3 
 
 
 

Unit 1 Lessons 2 & 3 are closely linked grammar points and can be covered 
in one lesson. 
Read through the grammar theory before setting the tasks. Tell students to 
refer back to the theory if they need to while they are doing the tasks. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 
 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 1 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

To introduce the lesson, ask students if they ever write to or email their 
friends.  
After the Writing section, make sure students realise the importance of 
punctuation. 
Note: It is a good idea to collect in Workbooks after each unit so that you 
can check students’ progress. 

Workbook  
Unit 1 Lesson 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 1. 

3 Resource CD-ROM 
Test 1 
Student’s Book 
Unit 2 Opener 
 

Ask students to do Test 1. Students should complete the test quietly. 
Encourage them to do the test on their own and to answer all questions.  

Companion 
Unit 1 tasks 

4 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 2 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Ask for volunteers to read out the grammar theory to keep students involved 
in the class.  
Students could practise the questions and short answers in task 3 in pairs. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 
 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 2 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 1 and go through errors in detail. 
To introduce the lesson, ask students to talk about what happened in 
episode 1 of The Magic Globe. 
 

Workbook 
Unit 2 Lesson 1 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 2 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

To introduce the lesson, ask students what they know about skateboarding 
and if they have ever done it.. 

Workbook 
Unit 2 Lesson 2 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
5 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 2 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Time permitting, students could talk about things in the classroom to further 
practise There is, There are and prepositions of place. 

Grammar Book  
Review 1 
 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 2 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

After the Writing section, have a class discussion about students' favourite 
things. 

Workbook 
Unit 2 Lesson 3 

3 Student’s Book 
Review 1 
 
Song 1 
 
 

Tell students that the review is to help them revise the new vocabulary and 
grammar, and not to treat it as a test. 
 
The song lyrics are on the Resource CD-ROM. Use the suggestions in the 
Teacher's Guide for exploiting the song in class. 
 
Note: Progress Test 1 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it.

Workbook 
Review 1 
Students should revise 
Unit 2 for Test 2. 

6 1 
 

Grammar Book 
Unit 3 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

As extra practice, students could write their own example sentences to 
illustrate the grammar points. 
 
Note: Photocopiable Test 1 in the Grammar Test Booklet can be given at the 
start of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 

Some of the Unit 3 
Lesson 1 tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Resource CD-ROM 
Test 2 
Student’s Book 
Unit 3 Opener 
National Geographic DVD 
 

Ask students to do Test 2. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  
 
 
Note: You may now watch Amazing Spain, the first of the National 
Geographic DVDs. 
 

Companion  
Unit 2 tasks 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 3 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 2 and go through errors in detail. 
After students have listened to and read this episode, you could ask them to 
tell you which wild animals live in their country. 

Workbook 
Unit 3 Lesson 1 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
7 1 

 
Grammar Book 
Unit 3 Lessons 2 & 3 
 
 
 

Unit 3 Lesson 3 grammar is closely linked to the Present Simple and can be 
covered in the same lesson. 
Students can do some tasks on their own and then swap books with a 
partner to check each other’s work. 
 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 3 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

After the reading, students could have a class discussion about things at 
their schools that children from another country might find unusual. 

Workbook 
Unit 3 Lesson 2 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 3 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

When students have done Writing task 10, they could swap paragraphs with 
a partner and check each other’s work for mistakes. 

Workbook 
Unit 3 Lesson 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 3 

8 1 
 

Grammar Book 
Unit 4 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Make sure students understand that asking questions that begin with a 
question word will enable them to develop their conversation skills and find 
out more information from the person they are speaking to. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Test Book  
Test 3 
Student’s Book 
Unit 4 Opener 
 

Ask students to do Test 3. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  

Companion  
Unit 3 tasks 

3 Student’s Book 
Unit 4 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 3 and go through errors in detail. 
Encourage students to note down the collocations in Vocabulary task 5 in 
their notebooks. 
After the Listening, students could tell the class about what they do on the 
different days of the week. 

Workbook  
Unit 4 Lesson 1 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
9 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 4 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Time permitting, students could do a class survey about what their 
classmates can and can’t do. The results can be displayed in a chart on the 
wall. 

Grammar Book  
Review 2 
 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 4 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

To introduce the lesson, ask students if they would like to go rock climbing 
and to tell you why or why not. 

Workbook  
Unit 4 Lesson 2 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 4 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

After Speaking, ask students which of the things pictured they can do or are 
good at. 
 

Workbook  
Unit 4 Lesson 3 

10 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Use this lesson to go over any grammar points in Units 1-4 that students 
may be having difficulty with. 
 

 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Review 2 
Song 2 
 

Follow the normal procedure for review lessons. 
 
The song lyrics are on the Resource CD-ROM. Use the suggestions in the 
Teacher's Guide for exploiting the song in class. 
 
Note: Progress Test 2 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Workbook 
Review 2 
Students should revise 
for Test 4. 

3 Resource CD-ROM  
Test 4 
Student’s Book 
Unit 5 Opener 
 
National Geographic DVD 

Ask students to do Test 4. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  
 
 
Note: You may now watch The Giant's Causeway, the second of the 
National Geographic DVDs. 

Companion  
Unit 4 tasks 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
11 1 

 
Grammar Book 
Unit 5 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Give students instructions in English using the imperative form (eg: Open 
your books.) or make suggestions using Let’s (eg: Let’s do exercise 3 now.) 
whenever possible. 
  
Note: Photocopiable Test 2 in the Grammar Test Booklet can be given at the 
start of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 5 Lesson 1 

Hand back Test 4 and go through errors in detail. 
To introduce the lesson, ask students to talk about where the children have 
been so far in The Cortuga Mystery. 

Workbook  
Unit 5 Lesson 1 

3 Student’s Book 
Unit 5 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

At the end of the lesson, encourage students to tell the class about a 
carnival they will take part in or see, and what costumes they will wear.  

Workbook  
Unit 5 Lesson 2 

12 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 5 Lessons 2 & 3 
 
 
 

Unit 5 Lessons 2 & 3 are closely linked grammar points and can be covered 
in one lesson. 
 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 5 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

Students can role play the dialogue in Grammar task 5 in pairs. Alternatively, 
they could write their own dialogue to act out in front of the class. 
 
 
 

Workbook  
Unit 5 Lesson 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 5 

3 Resource CD-ROM 
Test 5 
Student’s Book 
Unit 6 Opener 
 

Ask students to do Test 5. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  

Companion  
Unit 5 tasks 

- 7 - 



National Geographic Learning 2012 

 
Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
13 1 

 
Grammar Book 
Unit 6 Lessons 1 & 2 
 
 
 

Unit 6 Lessons 1 & 2 are closely linked grammar points and can be covered 
in one lesson.  
Students could play a game with much and many. Divide the class into two 
teams. Call out a noun and encourage the teams in turn to call out much or 
many accordingly. The team with the most correct answers wins. 
Ask students to give you more examples practising a lot of, lots of, a few and 
a little. 
 

Grammar Book 
Review 3 
 
 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 6 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 5 and go through errors in detail. 
Time permitting, students can play hangman with some of the new 
vocabulary from this lesson. 

Workbook 
Unit 6 Lesson 1 

3 Student’s Book 
Unit 6 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Point out to students the usefulness of learning new vocabulary in word 
groups. Encourage them to make connections between new words as often 
as possible. 
 
 
 

Workbook 
Unit 6 Lesson 2 

14 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 7 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Students should be encouraged to learn the spelling rules. 
 
Note: Photocopiable Test 3 in the Grammar Test Booklet can be given at the 
start of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Some of the Unit 7 
Lesson 1 tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 6 Lesson 3 
 

To introduce the lesson, ask students about traditional food in their country 
and whether they like it or not. 

Workbook 
Unit 6 Lesson 3 

3 Student’s Book 
Review 3 
Song 3 
 
 

Follow the normal procedure for review lessons. 
 
The song lyrics are on the Resource CD-ROM. Use the suggestions in the 
Teacher's Guide for exploiting the song in class. 
 
Note: Progress Test 3 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 
 

Workbook 
Review 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 6. 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
15 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 7 Lesson 2  
 
 
 

Students could bring pictures or photos into the lesson to show their 
classmates. They can talk about them using the Present Continuous.  

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Resource CD-ROM  
Test 6 
Student’s Book 
Unit 7 Opener 
National Geographic DVD 
 

Ask students to do Test 6. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  
 
 
Note: You may now do A Taste of Mexico, the third of the National 
Geographic DVDs. 

Companion  
Unit 6 tasks 

3 Student’s Book 
Unit 7 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 6 and go through errors in detail. 
When students have done the second vocabulary task, make sure they 
understand that the words there are nouns and not part of the Present 
Continuous tense. 
 
Note: Students have completed Units 1-6 and can now do the Mid-year Test 
at a convenient time. 

Workbook 
Unit 7 Lesson 1 

16 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 7 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

Students could role play the dialogue in task 4 in pairs. Alternatively, they 
could create their own dialogues to act out in front of the class. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 7 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

After Vocabulary task 6, ask questions about the people in the pictures, 
using the Present Continuous; students must reply with short answers, eg Is 
he swimming in picture 1? Yes, he is.   

Workbook 
Unit 7 Lesson 2 

3 Student’s Book 
Unit 7 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

After the Reading, students could have a discussion about junior sports 
champions in Greece. 

Workbook 
Unit 7 Lesson 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 7. 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
17 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 8 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Make sure students realise that looking for time expressions or other clues in 
the sentences will help them decide which tense is correct. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Resource CD-ROM 
Test 7 
Student’s Book 
Unit 8 Opener 
 

Ask students to do Test 7. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  

Companion  
Unit 7 tasks 

3 Student’s Book 
Unit 8 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 7 and go through errors in detail. 
To introduce the lesson, ask students if they have visited any foreign 
countries. 

Workbook 
Unit 8 Lesson 1 

18 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 8 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Students could make a list of classroom rules using must. It could be 
displayed on the classroom wall. 
 

Grammar Book  
Review 4 
 
 
 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Unit 8 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Time permitting, ask students to practise the words from the second 
vocabulary task (jobs) in a miming game. In pairs, they take turns to mime a 
job and their partner must guess the job. 

Workbook 
Unit 8 Lesson 2 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 8 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

If students need more practise with so and because, you could ask them to 
join two simple sentences practising both. For example, write: Sue is hungry. 
She is making a sandwich.  
= Sue is making a sandwich because she is hungry.  
= Sue is hungry, so she is making a sandwich. 

Workbook 
Unit 8 Lesson 3 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
19 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 9 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Ask students to give you more examples practising was and were. 
 
Note: Photocopiable Test 4 in the Grammar Test Booklet can be given at the 
start of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 

Some of the Unit 9 
Lesson 1 tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Review 4 
Song 4  
 

Follow the normal procedure for review lessons. 
 
The song lyrics are on the Resource CD-ROM. Use the suggestions in the 
Teacher's Guide for exploiting the song in class. 
 
Note: Progress Test 4 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Workbook 
Review 4 
Students should revise 
for Test 8. 

3 Resource CD-ROM 
Test 8 
Student’s Book 
Unit 9 Opener 
.National Geographic DVD 

Ask students to do Test 8. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  
 
 
Note: You may now do Wonders of Peru, the fourth of the National 
Geographic DVDs. 
 

Companion  
Unit 8 tasks 

20 1 
 

Grammar Book 
Unit 9 Lesson 2 
 
 

Ask students to tell you one thing they did last night using the Past Simple 
tense. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 9 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 8 and go through errors in detail. 
To introduce the lesson, ask students if they have ever been to an 
amusement park. 

Workbook 
Unit 9 Lesson 1 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 9 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Before students do the listening task, ask them to think of words associated 
with the different places (a-e). This will help them prepare for what they are 
going to hear. 

Workbook 
Unit 9 Lesson 2 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
21 1 

 
Grammar Book  
Unit 9 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

Students could play a game with the Past Simple irregular verbs. Divide the 
class into two teams. Call out the infinitive of an irregular verb and 
encourage the teams in turn to tell you the Past Simple. The team with the 
most correct answers wins. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 9 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

To add interest, each student could write about a city they know on a real 
postcard and then actually post it to a classmate. Make sure all students will 
receive a postcard. 

Workbook 
Unit 9 Lesson 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 9. 

3 Resource CD-ROM 
Test 9 
Student’s Book 
Unit 10 Opener 
 

Ask students to do Test 9. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  

Companion  
Unit 9 tasks 

22 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 10 Lessons 1 & 2 
 
 
 

Unit 10 Lessons 1 & 2 can be done together as question words are not new. 
You may need to refer students back to the theory in Unit 4 Lesson 1 for 
subject and object questions if necessary. 
Note: Photocopiable Test 5 in the Grammar Test Booklet can be given at the 
start of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Grammar Book  
Review 5 
 
 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 10 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 9 and go through errors in detail. 
Students can role play the dialogue in Grammar in pairs. 

Workbook  
Unit 10 Lesson 1 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 10 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

After students have done the second vocabulary task, ask them to give you 
examples of each kind of film/programme. 

Workbook  
Unit 10 Lesson 2 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
23 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this lesson to go over any grammar points in Units 5-10 that students 
may be having difficulty with. 
 

 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 10 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

To introduce the lesson, ask students to imagine what it would be like to go 
to a drama school, or a dance school. 

Workbook  
Unit 10 Lesson 3 
 

3 Student’s Book  
Review 5 
Song 5 
 
 

Follow the normal procedure for review lessons. 
 
The song lyrics are on the Resource CD-ROM. Use the suggestions in the 
Teacher's Guide for exploiting the song in class. 
 
Note: Progress Test 5 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Workbook 
Review 5 
Students should revise 
for Test 10. 

24 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 11 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Ask for volunteers to read out the grammar theory to keep students involved 
in the class. 
Note: Progress Test 5 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 

Some of the Unit 11 
Lesson 1 tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Resource CD-ROM  
Test 10 
Student’s Book 
Unit 11 Opener 
National Geographic DVD 
 

Ask students to do Test 10. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  
 
 
Note: You may now watch Wonders of India, the fifth of the National 
Geographic DVDs. 

Companion  
Unit 10 tasks 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 11 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 10 and go through errors in detail. 
To introduce the lesson, ask students which pets are the most popular in 
their country. 

Workbook  
Unit 11 Lesson 1 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
25 1 

 
Grammar Book 
Unit 11 Lessons 2 & 3 
 
 
 

The grammar in Unit 11 Lesson 3 consolidates Lessons 1 & 2, so it can be 
done here. 
Students can act out the speaking task in Lesson 2 in front of the class. 
Students could do some of the tasks in Lesson 3 in pairs. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 11 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

When students have done the second vocabulary task, ask them to add the 
names of other animals to the list. 
 

Workbook  
Unit 11 Lesson 2 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 11 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

To introduce the lesson, ask students if they have pets. If they do, 
encourage them to tell the class about them. 

Workbook  
Unit 11 Lesson 3 
Students should revise 
for Test 11. 

26 1 
 

Grammar Book  
Unit 12 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Revise the Present Simple of be at the beginning of the lesson so students 
remember the correct forms. 

Some of the tasks can be 
given for homework. 

2 
 

Resource CD-ROM  
Test 11 
Student’s Book 
Unit 12 Opener 
 

Ask students to do Test 11. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  

Companion  
Unit 11 tasks 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 12 Lesson 1 
 
 
 

Hand back Test 11 and go through errors in detail. 
After listening to the final episode, ask students which episode was their 
favourite and why. 
 

Workbook 
Unit 12 lesson 1 
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Week Lesson Objective Tips Homework 
27 1 

 
Grammar Book 
Unit 12 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Students could practise the questions and short answers in task 3 in pairs. Grammar Book 
Review 6 

2 
 

Student’s Book  
Unit 12 Lesson 2 
 
 
 

Encourage students to skim the text to find the answer to the pre-reading 
question. Tell them not to worry too much at first about the new words. 
 

Workbook 
Unit 12 lesson 2 

3 Student’s Book  
Unit 12 Lesson 3 
 
 
 

When students have done the writing section, encourage them to look back 
through their letter and to check for mistakes. 

Workbook 
Unit 12 lesson 3 

28 1 
 

 
 
 
 

Use this lesson to go over any grammar points in Units 11-12 that students 
may be having difficulty with. Alternatively, photocopiable Test 6 from the 
Grammar Test Booklet can be given during this lesson. 

 

2 
 

Student’s Book 
Review 6 
Song 6 
 

Follow the normal procedure for review lessons. 
 
The song lyrics are on the Resource CD-ROM. Use the suggestions in the 
Teacher's Guide for exploiting the song in class. 
 
Note: Progress Test 6 from the Resource CD-ROM can be given at the start 
of this lesson if you feel your students need it. 
 

Workbook 
Review 6  
Students should revise 
for Test 12.  

3 Resource CD-ROM 
Test 12 
National Geographic DVD 

Ask students to do Test 12. Encourage them to do the test on their own and 
to answer all questions.  
Note: You may now watch Pandas, the last of the National Geographic 
DVDs. 
 
Note: Time permitting, students can now do the End-of-year Test. 

Companion  
Unit 12 tasks 
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