
 

 

 

Advanced Word lists 

Greek 

Συντομογραφίες στο μάθημα λέξεων: 

Οι ακόλουθες συντομογραφίες χρησιμοποιούνται στον κατάλογο λέξεων: n = noun (ουσιαστικό), v = verb (ρήμα), adj = adjective (επίθετο), adv = adverb 

(επίρρημα), phr = phrase (φράση), phr v = phrasal verb (ρήμα με πρόθεση ή/και επίρρημα) 

Word Pronunciation Definition Example(s) Translation 

Unit 1     
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a dream come true 
(phr) 

/ə ˌdriːm kʌm ˈtruː/ achieving something you wanted 
very much 

Ian’s trip to California was a dream 
come true; he had always wanted to see 
the Pacific coast.  

ένα όνειρο που 
έγινε 
πραγματικότητα 

be famous (phr) /ˌbi ˈfeɪməs/ to be very well-known Greece is famous for its hospitality to 
visitors. 

είμαι διάσημος 

be successful (phr) /ˌbi səkˈsesf(ə)l/ to succeed in doing something He was relieved to hear that his 
application for the teaching job was 
successful.  

πετυχαίνω, 
καταφέρνω 

broaden one’s horizons 
(phr) 

/ˈbrɔdn wʌnz 
həˈraɪznz/ 

to be exposed to new ideas and 
limits 

Attending an international summer 
camp is a chance for students to 
broaden their horizons through 
understanding other cultures. 

ανοίγω τα 
οριζοντά μου 

burning ambitions (phr) /ˌbɜː(r)nɪŋ æmˈbɪʃnz/ things you have always wanted to 
achieve or do 

One of her greatest burning ambitions 
was to learn to fly a plane. 

φλέγοντες 
φιλοδοξίες 



do voluntary work (phr) /ˌduː ˈvɒləntri wərk / to do an unpaid job because you 
want to, especially to help others 

Lea does voluntary work at the old 
people’s home to keep people company 
for a few hours a week.  

κάνω εθελοντική 
δουλειά 

fulfil (v) /fʊlˈfɪl/ to do what is needed How does he manage to fulfil the roles of 
company director and swimming team 
coach at the same time? 

εκπληρώνω 

fulfil one’s ambition 
(phr) 

/fʊlˌfɪl wʌnz  æmˈbɪʃn/ to do something important that you 
aimed to do 

Angela fulfilled her ambition to become 
a company director. 

εκπληρώνω την 
φιλοδοξία μου 

fulfil one’s dream (phr) /fʊlˌfɪl wʌnz ˈdriːm/ to do what you dreamt of doing Janet fulfilled her dream of hiking in the 
Alps when she went to Switzerland. 

εκπληρώνω τα 
ονειρά μου 

go to college (phr) /ˌɡəʊ tə ˈkɒlɪdʒ/ to become a student on a college 
course 

My grandfather always regretted that 
he had to start working instead of going 
to college to study art when he left 
school. 

πηγαίνω στο 
κολλέγειο (ή 
πανεπιστήμιο) 

glory (n)  /ˈɡlɔːri/ respect or fame The captain held up the trophy as he ran 
round the pitch with his winning team 
enjoying their moment of glory. 

δόχα 

grab an opportunity 
(phr) 

/ˌɡræb ən  
ɒpərˈtjuːnəti/ 

to quickly take the chance to do 
something 

When the leading actor became ill, 
Greta grabbed the opportunity to take 
her place in the film.  

άρπαζω μια 
ευκαιρία 

make a difference (phr) /ˌmeɪk ə ˈdɪfrəns/ to affect something/somebody The new owner has made a difference to 
conditions in the factory. It’s a much 
better place to work now. 

κάνω μια 
διαφορά 

never in one’s wildest 
dreams (phr) 

/ˌnevə(r) ɪn wʌnz 
ˈwaɪldɪst ˌdriːmz/ 

more than you ever hoped for or 
imagined was possible 

Never in her wildest dreams did Sharon 
expect to become a bestselling author. 

ούτε στα πιο 
ζωηρά ονειρά μου 

overcome an obstacle 
(phr) 

/ˌəʊvə(r)ˈkʌm ən 
ˈɒbstəkl/ 

to succeed in dealing with a problem 
that was blocking your progress 

Faced with a multicultural class, 
Stephanie tried using music and art to 
overcome the obstacle of language 
differences.  

ξεπερνώ κάποιο 
εμπόδιο 

pass my driving test 
(phr) 

/ˌpɑːs maɪ ˈdraɪvɪŋ 
test/ 

to pass a test to show you are able 
to drive a car 

Tanya couldn’t wait buy a car of her own 
after she passed her driving test. 

εξετάσεις για 
δίπλωμα 
οδήγησης 



perspective (n) /pəˈspektɪv/ point of view; way of looking at 
something 

Michael saw life from a different 
perspective when he left home and 
became independent from his parents.  

οπτική, προοπτική 

premises (n) /ˈpremɪsɪz/ the building or land used for a 
business  

Smoking is not allowed on the company 
premises. 

εγκαταστάσεις 

pursue (v) / pərˈsu / to do or try to achieve something Grant is pursuing a career in law. ασχολούμαι με 
κάτι 

pursue a goal (phr) /pə(r)ˌsjuː ə ˈɡəʊl/ to try to achieve something in 
particular  

Working as a builder doesn’t leave 
Dimitri much time to pursue his goal, 
which is to become a photographer. 

επιδιώκω να 
ακολουθήσω έναν 
στόχο 

raise a family (phr) /ˌreɪz ə ˈfæməli/ to have children and care for them 
until they become independent; 
bring up children 

Raising a family is never easy because 
young children need so much attention. 

μεγαλώνω παιδια 

realize one’s potential 
(phr) 

/ˌrɪəlaɪz wʌnz 
pəˈtenʃ(ə)l/ 

to succeed in being the best you can 
be 

Education should help students discover 
and start to realize their potential. 

πραγματοποιώ τη 
δυνατότητά μου 

see the world (phr) /ˌsiː ðə wərld/ to travel to different countries It would be great to take a year off work 
to travel more and see the world. 

βλέπω τον κόσμό; 
ταξιδεύω στον 
κόσμο 

set a target (phr) /ˌset ə ˈtɑrɡət / to decide on a goal you want to try 
to achieve 

There was an inevitable delay in 
finishing the building project because 
the team hadn’t set a realistic target at 
the planning stage. 

θέτω στόχους 

set up a business (phr) /ˌset ʌp ə ˈbɪznəs/ to start a company Alexia has set up a business on her own 
as a jewellery maker. 

ιδρύω/ανοίγω  
μία επιχείρηση 

undertake (a journey) 
(phr) 

/ˌʌndərˈteɪk (ə ˈdʒərni) 
/ 

to agree to do (a journey) John didn’t know what obstacles he 
would face when he undertook a journey 
across the North Sea in a canoe. 

αναλαμβάνω να 
κάνω (ένα ταξίδι) 
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audition (n) /ɔˈdɪʃn/ a sample performance given by an 
actor, singer, etc. in order to get 
hired for a role 

Twenty dancers turned up for the 
audition for a part in the musical. 

ακρόαση 



bureaucracy (n) /bjʊəˈrɒkrəsi/ official paperwork involved, usually 
in dealing with public services 

You wouldn’t believe the bureaucracy 
involved in getting married. I never knew 
it needed so much paperwork! 

γραφειοκρατία 

catch sight of (phr) /ˌkætʃ ˈsaɪt əv/ to notice; to see briefly They were amazed to catch sight of two 
sharks off the coast of Scotland. 

πιάνει το μάτι 
μου, παρατηρώ 

devastated (adj) /ˈdevəˌsteɪtɪd/ very disappointed or upset Boris was absolutely devastated when 
he got fired from his job. 

συντετριμμένος, -
η, -ο / 
αναστατωμένος, -
η, -ο 

fascination (n)  /ˌfæsɪˈneɪʃn/ extreme interest Erika has a fascination for nature and 
loves studying the behaviour of insects, 
especially bees. 

έντονο 
ενδιαφέρον 

scholarship (n) /ˈskɑlərˌʃɪp/ an allowance given to pay for studies He won a scholarship for a place at an 
American university as a result of his 
success in swimming competitions. 

υποτροφία 
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affluent (adj) /ˈæfluːənt/ wealthy We drove through what appeared to be 
an affluent neighbourhood, given that 
residents all appeared to have hired 
dog-walkers and gardeners. 

ευκατάστατος, -η, 
-ο / πολύ 
πλούσιος, -α, -ο 

aspiration (n) /ˌæspɪˈreɪʃn/ an ambition Terry has aspirations to become a 
journalist. 

βλέψη, στόχος 

legal minimum wage 
(phr) 

/ˌliːɡl ˌmɪnɪməm  
ˈweɪdʒ/ 

the lowest amount an employer is 
allowed to pay 

The restaurant owner was taken to 
court for paying staff less than the legal 
minimum wage. 

κατώτατος 
νόμιμος µισθός 

state benefits (n) /ˌsteɪt ˈbenɪfɪts/ money paid by the government to 
disadvantaged people 

Sandra had to support her family on 
state benefits for a year after she lost 
her job. 

κρατικά 
επιδόματα 

status (n) /ˈsteɪtəs/ social position; level of importance Many high school students aspire to 
become lawyers or doctors because of 
the high status of those professions. 

κύρος, κοινωνική 
υπόσταση 



survey (v) /ˈsərveɪ/ to ask a series of questions to a large 
number of people to gather 
information on opinions 

The class committee surveyed all the 
students in our school to find out their 
opinions on school uniforms. 

πραγματοποιώ 
σφυγμομέτρηση, 
δημοσκοπώ 

take early retirement 
(phr) 

/ˌteɪk ˈərli 
rɪˈtaɪərmənt/ 

to leave your job to officially stop 
working before reaching the usual 
age  

Fiona took early retirement from her 
post as a social worker to pursue her 
hobbies. 

παίρνω πρόωρη 
σύνταξη 

take parental leave 
(phr) 

/ˌteɪk pəˈrɛntl ˈliːv/ to take time off work to look after 
your child 

Vitali’s mother took unpaid parental 
leave from her job to take care of him 
during his illness.  

παίρνω γονική 
άδεια από 
δουλειά 

take voluntary 
redundancy (phr) 

/ˌteɪk ˈvɒlənt(ə)ri 
rɪˌdʌndənsi/ 

to offer to leave your job The company was showing signs of 
financial trouble and invited members of 
staff to take voluntary redundancy to 
minimize the number they would have 
to fire. 

δέχομαι 
εθελοντική 
απόλυση 

unemployment rate (n) /ˌʌnɪmˈplɔɪməntˌreɪt/ percentage of the population who 
are out of work 

The country’s unemployment rate is 
highest among the 18-25 age group. 

ποσοστό ανεργίας 

vocational 
apprenticeship scheme 
(phr)  

/voʊˈkeɪʃənl 
əˈprentɪsʃɪp ˌskiːm/ 

a training program to teach workers 
specific skills and knowledge needed 
for a type of work 

Nadia is taking part in a vocational 
apprenticeship scheme to become a 
hairdresser. 

πρόγραμμα 
επαγγελματικής 
μαθητείας 

voluntary (adj) /ˈvɒləntri/ done willingly because you choose 
to do it 

Susan does voluntary work at the animal 
shelter. 

εθελοντικός 
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a glass ceiling (phr) /ə ˌɡlɑːs ˈsiːlɪŋ/ an imaginary barrier that limits 
women’s opportunities at work 

Although women in Europe have more 
rights than in the past, there is still a 
glass ceiling in many fields of work. 

μία γυάλινη 
οροφή 

achieve one’s ambition 
(phr) 

/əˌtʃiːv wʌnz æmˈbɪʃn/ to succeed in doing something 
important that you aimed to do 

We all need to consider alternatives in 
life as it’s never easy to achieve one’s 
ambitions. 

επιτυγχάνω την 
φιλοδοξία μου 

aspire to (something) 
(phr) 

/əˈspaɪə(r) tə 
(ˌsʌmθɪŋ)/ 

to have a goal that you really want 
to achieve 

Rashid aspires to start his own business 
one day. 

φιλοδοξώ 

envisage (v) /ɪnˈvɪzɪdʒ/ to imagine Can you envisage yourself as a film star? 
How would your life be different? 

 



favour (v) /ˈfeɪvə(r)/ to prefer Most people favour the idea of working 
for someone else rather than setting up 
their own business. 

δείχνω προτίμηση 
σε κάτι  

inherent (adj) /ɪnˈherənt/ that is a fundamental part which 
can’t be removed; intrinsic 

Maria has the inherent ability to do 
calculations easily, so she’s well-suited 
to be an accountant. 

έμφυτος, -η, -ο 

network (n) /ˈnetˌwɜːk/ a group of things, like computers, 
companies, people, that are 
connected to share information 

Many people depend on social networks, 
such as Facebook, to share news and 
views quickly. 

δίκτυο 

noticeable (adj) /ˈnəʊtɪsəbl/ clear to see There is a noticeable difference between 
employment levels in northern and 
southern Europe. 

αξιοσημείωτος, -
η, -ο / αισθητός, -
η, -ο 

respectively (adv) /rɪˈspektɪvli/ one after the other in the same 
order 

Mark has a daughter and a son, named 
Lucy and Donald respectively. 

αντίστοιχα 
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volunteer (v) /ˌvɒlənˈtɪə(r)/ to do a job because you are willing 
to do and not for money 

Miguel volunteered to help his friends 
move their furniture to their new home. 
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achieve one’s dream 
(phr) 

/əˌtʃiːv wʌnz ˈdriːm/ to succeed in getting or doing what 
you dreamt of 

Barbara and Richard took early 
retirement and achieved their dream of 
moving to a new home on a Greek 
island. 

επιτυγχάνω τα 
ονειρά μου 

authentic (adj) /ɔːˈθentɪk/ genuine She discovered the painting wasn’t an 
authentic Van Gogh when she cleaned 
the top layer of paint. 

αυθεντικός, -η, -ο 
/ γνήσιος, -η, -ο 

dedicated (adj) /ˈdedɪˌkeɪtɪd/ spending all your time and energy 
(on something) 

Tina is dedicated to her job as a music 
teacher. 

αφοσιωμένος, -η, 
-ο 

listener (n) /ˈlɪsnə(r)/ a person who is listening to 
something 

The radio presenter invited listeners to 
phone in with their opinions. 

ακροατής 

prior to that (phr) /ˈpraɪə(r) tə ˌðæt/ before that Tomas worked as head of marketing 
prior to his promotion to CEO. 

πριν από εκείνο 
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striking (adj) /ˈstraɪkɪŋ/ impressive; distinct Keith bears a striking resemblance to 
how his grandfather looked as a boy. 

εντυπωσιακός, -η, 
-ο 

subtle (adj) /ˈsʌtl/ not obvious; indirect I tried to think of a subtle way to tell 
Nora her hair looked awful without 
making her feel upset. 

διακριτικός, -η, -ο 
/ εύστροφος, -η, -
ο 

vision (n) /ˈvɪʒn/ ability to think about the future 
intelligently and imaginatively) 

Stephen Hawking will be remembered as 
a man of vision, who contributed so 
much to science. 

όραμα 

we made it (phr) /ˌwiː ˈmeɪd ɪt/ we succeeded It was difficult to find the path down the 
mountain in the dark, but we made it 
back home safely. 

το καταφέραμε 
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dedication (n) /ˌdedɪˈkeɪʃn/ commitment I admire Luke for his dedication to his 
work as a painter. 

αφοσίωση 

determined (adj) /dɪˈtɜːmɪnd/ have firmly made up your mind to 
do something 

Determined to do her personal best, she 
set sail in the annual yacht race. 

αποφασισμένος, -
η, -ο / 
αποφασιστικός, -
η, -ο 

genes (n pl) /dʒiːnz/ the units inside cells that determine 
the qualities a living thing inherits 
from its parents 

She’s always been a shy person – it’s 
probably in her genes. 

γονίδια 

go into (phr v) /ˌɡəʊ ˈɪntʊ/ enter They decided to go into the cave despite 
the warnings. 

μπαίνω μέσα 

setback (n) /ˈsetˌbæk/ a problem that delays or stops 
something happening 

Having a broken arm was a major 
setback to Liz’s work targets. 

εμπόδιο 

stay on (phr v) /ˈsteɪ ˌɒn/ to continue (in the same position); 
remain 

The company sales have stayed on 
target for the last six months. 

μένω σε 
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excel (v) /ɪkˈsel/ to do extremely well Unless you excel at maths, engineering 
might not be the right career for you.  

αριστεύω 

 

 


