
 

 

 

Advanced Word lists 

Greek 

Συντομογραφίες στο μάθημα λέξεων: 

Οι ακόλουθες συντομογραφίες χρησιμοποιούνται στον κατάλογο λέξεων: n = noun (ουσιαστικό), v = verb (ρήμα), adj = adjective (επίθετο), adv = adverb 

(επίρρημα), phr = phrase (φράση), phr v = phrasal verb (ρήμα με πρόθεση ή/και επίρρημα) 

Word Pronunciation Definition Example(s) Translation 

Unit 5     
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ambitious (adj) /æmˈbɪʃəs/ wanting very much to be 
successful, powerful or rich 

She is very ambitious and is determined 
to reach the top in her profession. 

φιλόδοξος, -η, -ο 

apathetic (adj) /ˌæpəˈθetɪk/ seeming to have no interest or 
energy for anything 

Teachers complain that many 
teenagers today are apathetic about 
school. 

απαθής, -ές 
/αδιάφορος, -η, -
ο 

contented (adj) /kənˈtentɪd/ a person who is happy or satisfied 
with their life 

Having all her children and 
grandchildren around her makes her a 
contented woman. 

ευχαριστημένος, -
η, -ο / 
ικανοποιημένος, -
η, -ο  

courageous (adj) /kəˈreɪdʒəs/ brave  I admire the people who are 
courageous enough to speak up when 
they see that others are being treated 
unfairly. 

θαρραλέος, -α, -ο 



discontented (adj) /ˌdɪskənˈtentɪd/ a person who is unhappy or 
unsatisfied with their life 

Jacob was discontented with his job, so 
he decided to resign and look for 
something better. 

δυσαρεστημένος, 
-η, -ο 

disrespectful (adj) /ˌdɪsrɪˈspektfl/ being impolite or uncaring towards 
others, especially towards people 
older or superior to you 

My parents always told me that it is 
disrespectful to sit down on a bus when 
there are elderly people standing. 

ασεβής, -ές 

idealistic (adj) /aɪˌdɪəˈlɪstɪk/ believing that great things can be 
achieved even when most others 
think it’s impossible 

It was inspiring to meet this idealistic 
young teacher who really believes he 
can make a difference to the lives of his 
students. 

ιδεαλιστής, -τρια, 
ιδεαλιστικό 

immature (adj) /ˌɪməˈtjʊə(r)/ behaving in a way that does not 
seem appropriate for your age, but 
can be expected of someone much 
younger 

That was a very silly and immature 
thing to say. 

ανώριμος, -η, -ο 

intolerant (adj) /ɪnˈtɒlərənt/ not willing to accept ideas or 
behaviours different than those 
you consider correct or appropriate 

My manager is very intolerant of 
employees who are late for work. 

Μισαλλόδοξος, -
η, -ο (αυτός που 
δεν δείχνει 
ανοχή) 

irresponsible (adj) /ˌɪrɪˈspɒnsəbl/ someone who doesn’t think of the 
possible consequences of their 
actions 

It was very irresponsible of you to leave 
your little sister alone in the house. 

ανεύθυνος, -η, -ο 

materialistic (adj) /məˌtɪəriəˈlɪstɪk/ believing that money and 
possessions are the most 
important things in life 

Today’s society is very materialistic; 
people care more about having a big 
house and a good car than about 
human relationships. 

υλιστής, -τρια, 
υλιστικό 

mature (adj) /məˈtʃʊə(r)/ behaving in way that is sensible 
and appropriate for your age  

Jane is very mature for her age and you 
would almost think she is an adult from 
the way she speaks. 

ώριμος, -η, -ο 

modest (adj) /ˈmɒdɪst/ not talking much about your 
abilities and your achievements 

Although he is very successful and well 
known in his field, he is a modest 
person and never talks about his 
achievements. 

μετριόφρων 



outspoken (adj) /ˌaʊtˈspəʊkən/ saying what you believe directly 
and openly without worrying if 
other people are shocked or 
offended 

She was very outspoken in her criticism 
of the new government policy for the 
homeless. 

ειλικρινής, -ες / 
ξεκάθαρος, -η, -ο 

realistic (adj) /ˌrɪəˈlɪstɪk/ accepting things as they really are 
and not as you would hope they 
could be 

If you want to get a job, you should be 
realistic about your expectations; you 
cannot expect to be offered a 
managerial position and a high salary 
without previous experience. 

ρεαλιστής, -τρια, 
ρεαλιστικό 

respectful (adj) /rɪˈspektfl/ showing admiration or honour to 
someone or something and 
accepting them as important  

If we can only learn to be respectful of 
other cultures and different beliefs, we 
can all get along peacefully. 

γεμάτος σεβασμό 

responsible (adj) /rɪˈspɒnsəbl/ being able to act correctly and 
make decisions on your own 

Parents need to teach their children to 
be independent and responsible from 
an early age. 

υπεύθυνος, -η, -ο 

role model (n) /ˈrəʊl ˌmɒdl/ a person who you admire and 
whose actions you try to copy 

Young people today need more positive 
role models and not the pop stars and 
reality show contestants they often 
look up to. 

πρότυπο 

single-minded (adj) /ˌsɪŋɡlˈmaɪndɪd/ very determined to succeed; 
thinking about nothing else but 
your goal  

You cannot expect win Olympic medals 
if you are not single-minded in your 
determination to win. 

αποφασισμένος, -
η / 
προσηλωμένος 
στον  στόχο 

supportive (adj) /səˈpɔː(r)tɪv/ giving help and encouragement to 
others 

Amelia was very supportive when I told 
her of my decision to move to another 
country. 

υποστηρικτικός, -
η, -ο 

tolerant (adj) /ˈtɒlərənt/ being able to accept other people’s 
beliefs and behaviours even if you 
don’t agree with them  

Being brought up in a multi-cultural 
environment teaches children to be 
more tolerant of other religions and 
beliefs. 

ανεκτικός, -η, -ο 

trustworthy (adj) /ˈtrʌs(t)ˌwɜː(r)ði/ reliable; that you can expect to be 
honest, sincere, etc. 

Mark is very trustworthy and I know I 
can rely on him to always tell me the 
truth. 

αξιόπιστος, -η, -ο 
/ φερέγγυος, -α 



unambitious (adj) /ˌʌnæmˈbɪʃəs/ not having the desire to become 
successful  

The current economic situation and the 
lack of prospects is making young 
people today unambitious. 

χωρίς φιλοδοξίες 

unrealistic (adj) /ˌʌnrɪəˈlɪstɪk/ not accepting things as they are; 
having the wrong idea about what 
might happen and what you can do 

Parents often make unrealistic 
demands of their children and expect 
them to always excel at school and at 
sports. 

μη ρεαλιστικός 

unsupportive (adj) /ˌʌnsəˈpɔː(r)tɪv/ not offering any help or 
encouragement 

You say you want me to succeed, but 
you are always unsupportive of any 
decisions I make.  

μη 
υποστηρικτικός 
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anonymous (adj) /əˈnɒnɪməs/ a person whose name is not known 
or not made public 

The money to build the new cancer 
treatment ward in the children’s 
hospital was donated by a benefactor 
who wishes to remain anonymous. 

ανώνυμος, -η, -ο 

campaign (v) /kæmˈpeɪn/ to organise a series of activities 
aimed at achieving a specific social, 
political or commercial goal 

He is an animal rights activist and has 
been campaigning against illegal 
hunting of animals for years. 

εκστρατεύω 

condemn (v) /kənˈdem/ to strongly criticise or something Representatives of all the political 
parties condemned the bombing as a 
despicable act of terrorism. 

καταδικάζω 

countless (adj) /ˈkaʊntləs/ a great number of, or a number 
that is too big to big counted 

She has written countless letters to 
local MPs in an effort to get them to 
deal with the issue.   

αμέτρητα  

foundation (n) /faʊnˈdeɪʃn/ an organisation established to 
provide money for a particular 
cause 

When he died, he left all his money to a 
foundation that provides college funds 
for underprivileged children. 

ίδρυμα 

hatred (n) /ˈheɪtrɪd/ an extremely strong feeling of 
dislike for someone or something 

Educating children in a multi cultural 
school where they come in contact with 
children from different countries will 
hopefully go a long way towards 
combating racial hatred in the future. 

μίσος 
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advocate (n) /ˈædvəkət/ a person who publicly supports an 
idea or a way of doing something 

Jonathan is a known advocate of 
human rights. 

συνήγορος 

address global issues 
(phr) 

/əˌdres ˌɡləʊbl ˈɪʃuːz/ to deal with a problem that 
concerns the whole world 

He wants to set up a web page where 
people can write anonymously to 
address global issues such as global 
warming and poverty. 

αντιμετωπίζω 
θέματα 
παγκοσμίου 
ενδιαφέροντος  
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bring about change (phr) /ˌbrɪŋ əˌbaʊt  ˈtʃeɪndʒ/ cause something to change We need to work together if we want 
to bring about change in our society. 

επιφέρω αλλαγή 

confront (v) /kənˈfrʌnt/ to face or deal with a person or a 
difficult situation 

Investments need to be made in order 
to confront the problem of 
unemployment in the area. 

αντιμετωπίζω 

confront a challenge (phr) /ˌkənˈfrʌnt ə  
ˈtʃæləndʒ/ 

to deal with a difficult situation He lacked the courage to confront the 
challenge presented to him. 

αντιμετωπίζω μια 
πρόκληση 

contribute to change 
(phr) 

/kənˌtrɪbjuːt tə 
ˈtʃeɪndʒ/ 

to help cause something to happen Carol’s articles on illiteracy in minority 
groups largely contributed to the 
change of the government’s education 
policy. 

συνεισφέρω σε 
μια αλλαγή 

coverage (n) /ˈkʌvərɪdʒ/ the reporting of an important 
event in a newspaper, television or 
other media 

The television station’s coverage of the 
issue helped our campaign immensely.  

κάλυψη  

criteria (n) /kraɪˈtɪəriə/ a standard or principle used to 
judge something or to make a 
decision 

I don’t understand the criteria by which 
my work will be judged. Could you 
please explain them to me? 

κριτήρια   

face a challenge (phr) /ˌfeɪs ə ˈtʃæləndʒ/ to accept that something 
unpleasant is true and start to deal 
with it 

Jake was all big words about but as 
soon as he was faced with a real 
challenge he gave up. 

έρχομαι 
αντιμέτωπος με 
μια πρόκληση 

have an impact on  (phr)/ˌhæv ən  ˈɪmpækt 
ɒn/ 

to have a powerful effect on 
someone or something 

Nothing I said seemed to have an 
impact on his decision. 

 έχει αντίκτυπο 

increase awareness (phr) /ɪnˌkriːs  əˈweə(r)nəs/ to help people understand an issue 
better by providing them with 
more information 

The aim of her campaign was to 
increase awareness on the issue of 
illiteracy. 

ευαισθητοποιώ  



index (n) /ˈɪndeks/ a measure that something else can 
be judged by 

The percentage of unemployed people 
in an area is an accurate index of that 
area’s prosperity. 

δείκτης 

launch a campaign (phr) /ˌlɔːntʃ ə kæmˈpeɪn/ begin actions aimed at achieving a 
particular goal 

After losing his legs in a terrible 
accident, he launched a campaign to 
make young people aware of the 
dangers of drinking and driving. 

ξεκινώ 
εκστρατεία 

make an impact on (phr) /ˌmeɪk ən  ˈɪmpækt ɒn/ to influence in a significant way Her inspiring book made a great impact 
on the lives of all those who read it. 

επηρεάζω  

play one’s part (phr) /ˌpleɪ wʌnz ˈpɑː(r)t/ to be involved in something We can all play our part in making the 
world a better place to live in. 

παίζω ρόλο 

raise awareness (phr) /ˌreɪz əˈweə(r)nəs/ to make people more 
knowledgeable about an issue 

The aim of the article was to raise 
awareness about the potential dangers 
of GM foods. 

ευαισθητοποιώ 

random (adj) /ˈrændəm/ happening by chance rather than 
according to a plan 

Silvia is a kind-hearted woman who 
always seems to be performing random 
acts of kindness to complete strangers. 

τυχαίος, -α, -ο 

run a campaign (phr) /ˌrʌn ə kæmˈpeɪn/ to manage, be responsible for the 
day to day activities needed for a 
campaign to be successful 

Harry has great organisational skills 
and proved to be a huge asset in the 
running of the campaign. 

διοικώ μια 
εκστρατεία 

tackle global issues (phr) /ˌtækl ˌɡləʊbl ˈɪʃuːz/ to make a determined effort to 
deal with important issues that 
affect the whole world 

No one person can tackle global issues 
such as poverty alone; it takes a 
collective effort to get anything done.  

αντιμετωπίζω 
θέματα 
παγκόσμιου 
ενδιαφέροντος 

take part (phr) /ˌteɪk ˈpɑː(r)t/ to be involved in something 
together with other people 

If you really love animals like you say 
you do, you should take part in the 
campaign against animal cruelty. 

συμμετέχω  
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compliment (n) /ˈkɒmplɪmənt/ a phrase spoken to express praise 
or admiration of a person or an 
action 

I was very proud when the head of the 
volunteer group I work with paid me a 
compliment me on my hard work. 

φιλοφρόνηση, 
κομπλιμέντο 

devastating (adj) /ˈdevəˌsteɪtɪŋ/ causing a great deal of damage and 
destruction 

It was a devastating earthquake that 
left hundreds of people homeless. 

καταστροφικός, -
ή, -ό 



proportion (n) /prəˈpɔː(r)ʃn/ the relationship of one thing to 
another in size, amount, etc 

The proportion of teenagers dropping 
out of school to those who get at least 
a high school diploma is much lower 
now than it was in the past. 

αναλογία 

recreational (adj) /ˌrekriˈeɪʃnl/ connected with things people do 
for fun  

If our town had more recreational 
facilities, maybe fewer young people 
would leave to go and live in the big 
cities. 

ψυχαγωγικός, -ή, 
-ό 

the homeless (n) /ˌðə ˈhəʊmləs/ the people who don’t have a home 
to live in 

The city needs to build more shelters 
for the homeless. 

άστεγοι 

top (v) /tɒp/ to be in the highest position in a list 
because you are the most 
important, the most successful, etc 

This year our city topped the list of 
cities offering the best welfare services 
to their citizens.  

είμαι ο καλύτερος 
ή ο 
σπουδαιότερος 

urge (v) /ɜː(r)dʒ/ to strongly advise or try to 
persuade 

Seeing what a caring person Sally was, 
her teacher urged her to become a 
social worker. 

παροτρύνω  
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determine (v) /dɪˈtɜːmɪn/ make something happen or be a 
particular way 

Our personality is partly determined by 
how we are brought up. 

καθορίζω 

far from it (phr) /ˌfɑː(r) ˈfrɒm ɪt/ certainly not I didn’t mean to offend you; far from it, 
my comment was meant as a 
compliment. 

κάθε άλλο 
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rocket science (phr) /ˈrɒkɪt ˌsaɪəns/ a phrase used in the negative “it’s 
not rocket science” to mean that 
something is not very complicated 
or difficult 

All you need to do is press this button 
and the camera adjusts automatically; 
it’s not rocket science 

δύσκολο, 
περίπλοκο 

shoulder to shoulder with 
(phr) 

/ˈʃəʊldə(r) tə ˈʃəʊldə(r) 
wɪð/ 

next to; by their side If all the citizens of the host countries 
would stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the refugees seeking sanctuary in their 
countries, a viable solution will be 
found.  

στέκομαι δίπλα 
σε 



sleep a wink (phr) /ˌsliːp ə ˈwɪŋk/  not sleep at all The wards in the public hospitals are so 
overcrowded it is doubtful that any of 
the patients manage to sleep a wink all 
night. 

κλείνω μάτι 

twist (n) /twɪst/ an unexpected change or 
development 

Every good story needs to have at least 
one twist in the plot in order to keep 
the audience interested. 

απρόσμενη πλοκή 
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call on someone (phr v) /ˈkɔːl ˌɒn sʌmwʌn/ ask someone to do something After the storm, local authorities called 
on all the citizens who could to donate 
blankets and food to help house the 
people who had been affected. 

επικαλούμαι  

famine (n) /ˈfæmɪn/ an extreme lack of food over a 
great period of time 

The prolonged period without any rain 
in the region caused famine and 
disease.  

λιμός 

horrifying (adj) /ˈhɒrɪˌfaɪɪŋ/ causing great fear or shock The conditions in which the people in 
slums live are horrifying. 

τρομακτικός, -ή, -
ό 

nutrition (n) /njuːˈtrɪʃn/ the process of receiving food and 
the substances you need to live 
and be healthy 

Due to the increasing poverty rates in 
the country, many children are not 
getting proper nutrition so they set up 
an NGO to ensure that all children get 
at least one meal a day in their school. 

θρέψη 

resistance (n) /rɪˈzɪstəns/ the ability to fight against 
something  

They set up an inoculation programme 
to help build up resistance against 
malaria and other diseases that plague 
third world countries.  

αντίσταση 

summit (n) /ˈsʌmɪt/ an official meeting or meetings of 
leaders from different countries 
where they discuss important 
matters 

The problem of housing refugees is to 
be discussed in the next European 
Summit. 

συνάντηση 
κορυφής 

upcoming (adj) /ˈʌpˌkʌmɪŋ/ that is going to happen soon It is expected that he will base his 
campaign for the upcoming elections 

επικείμενο 



on the issues of unemployment and 
healthcare. 

 


