
 

 

 

Advanced Word lists 

Greek 

Συντομογραφίες στο μάθημα λέξεων: 

Οι ακόλουθες συντομογραφίες χρησιμοποιούνται στον κατάλογο λέξεων: n = noun (ουσιαστικό), v = verb (ρήμα), adj = adjective (επίθετο), adv = adverb 

(επίρρημα), phr = phrase (φράση), phr v = phrasal verb (ρήμα με πρόθεση ή/και επίρρημα) 

Word Pronunciation Definition Example(s) Translation 

Unit 10     
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analogy (n) /əˈnælədʒi/ a comparison made between two 
things that have similar features in 
order to explain a point 

The biology teacher helped the students 
understand how the human body works 
by using analogies between the organs 
of the body and everyday machinery 
that the students are familiar with.  

παρομοίωση  

back up (phr v) /ˌbæk ˈʌp/ to provide support in order to show 
that something is true 

It is a rule for good essay writing that 
you must always back up your opinions 
with examples from real life. 

υποστηρίζω 

concisely (adv) /kənˈsaɪsli/ in a way that expresses what needs 
to be said clearly without using 
unnecessary words or information 

It takes a lot of practice to learn to 
express your ideas concisely.  

συνοπτικά / 
περιληπτικά  

convey (v) /kənˈveɪ/ to express your ideas, thoughts or 
feelings in such a way that other 
people understand them 

Jeffrey hates working in a group because 
he always has difficulty conveying his 
ideas to others. 

επικοινωνώ / 
μεταφέρω 



elaborate on (phr v) /ɪˈlæbəreɪt ˌɒn/ to add more information or to 
explain in greater detail 

Alison turned down my proposal but 
refused to elaborate on her reasons for 
doing so. 

επεξηγώ 

engage someone’s 
attention (phr) 

/ɪnˌɡeɪdʒ sʌmwʌnz 
əˈtenʃ(ə)n/ 

to keep somebody interested Teachers today often use online 
resources to help them engage their 
students’ attention. 

κρατάω την 
προσοχή 

facial expression (n) /ˌfeɪʃəl ɪkˈspreʃ(ə)n/ the way your face looks He said he wasn’t angry at me but I 
could tell by his facial expression that he 
was. 

έκφραση 
προσώπου 

forget one’s point (phr) /fərˌɡet wʌnz  ˈpɔɪnt/ to forget what you wanted to say Harry is horrible speaker; he tends to 
wander off topic and forget his point all 
the time. 

ξεχνάω τι ήθελα 
να πω 

gesture (n) /ˈdʒestʃə(r)/ a movement you make with your 
hands, head or face to explain 
something 

People in this country often use a lot of 
gestures when they speak. 

χειρονομία 

get across (phr v) /ˌɡet əˈkrɒs/ communicate; make someone 
understand something 

The presidential candidate is planning a 
whole new campaign in the hope of 
getting his ideas across to the people. 

εκφράζω 

jargon (n) /ˈdʒɑːɡən/ words or expression used by people 
in a specific profession that are very 
difficult for others to understand 

Why do they use so much technical 
jargon in manuals? I thought they were 
meant for simple people like me to 
understand and not for technicians. 

ορολογία 

lose my train of thought 
(phr) 

/ˌluːz maɪ ˌtreɪn  əv 
ˈθɔːt/ 

forget what I wanted to say next I hate it when people interrupt while I’m 
speaking; it’s so easy to lose my train of 
thought. 

χάνω τον ειρμό 
μου 

make eye contact (phr) /ˌmeɪk ˈaɪ kɒntækt/ to look a person directly in the eyes If you want people to trust you, you 
should make eye contact when you 
speak to them. 

κοιτάζω στα μάτια 

mind goes blank (phr) /ˌmaɪnd ɡəʊz ˈblæŋk/ when your mind goes blank you 
forget something completely 

I was so nervous at the school play that 
my mind went completely blank and I 
couldn’t remember a single one of my 
lines. 

ξεχνάω τελείως 



misinterpret (v) /ˌmɪsɪnˈtɜːprɪt/ to understand something that was 
said or done wrongly 

He reread the email several times before 
sending it to make sure there was 
nothing in it that could be 
misinterpreted. 

παρερμηνεύω 

precise (adj) /prɪˈsaɪs/ exact; accurate You must have misunderstood what 
John was telling you. Can you remember 
his precise words? 

ακριβής, -ές 

rephrase (v) /ˌriːˈfreɪz/ to say the same thing using different 
words  

I’m sorry I don’t understand your 
question, could you rephrase it? 

αναδιατυπώνω 

stick to the point (phr) /ˌstɪk tə ðə ˈpɔɪnt/ to not change the subject of a 
conversation or speech 

We can discuss any other matters at the 
next meeting, for now let’s just stick to 
the point please. 

δεν αλλάζω θέμα 
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bundle (n) /ˈbʌndl/ a number of things that belong 
together 

She walked into the room carrying a 
bundle of books. 

δεσμίδα 

giggle (v) /ˈɡɪɡl/ to laugh in a silly way usually 
because you are nervous or 
embarrassed or because you heard 
something funny 

The girls giggled when the boys looked 
their way. 

χαζογελάω 

race around (v) /reɪs əˈraʊnd/ to take part in a running competition The boys enjoy racing around the track 
on their bikes. 

τρέχω σε αγώνα 
ταχύτητας 

stable (n) /ˈsteɪb(ə)l/ a building in which horses are kept It is Kevin’s job to groom the horses and 
keep the stable clean. 

στάβλος 
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doubtful (adj) /ˈdaʊtf(ə)l/ uncertain; unlikely It is doubtful I will finish the project 
before the deadline. 

αμφίβολος, -η, -ο 

doubtless (adj) /ˈdaʊtləs/ certain; very likely If you keep up the good work it is 
doubtless you will soon be promoted. 

αναμφίβολος, -η, 
-ο 

eventful (adj) /ɪˈventf(ə)l/ when interesting and exciting things 
are  happening 

I had such an eventful day; you will 
never believe what happened to me! 

επεισοδιακός, -ή, 
-ό 

fearful (adj) /ˈfɪə(r)f(ə)l/ frightened or worried about 
something 

As there are rumours that the company 
is not doing well many of the employees 
are fearful that they may lose their jobs. 

φοβισμένος, -η, -ο 



fearless (adj) /ˈfɪə(r)ləs/ not afraid; brave Alexander the Great is hailed as a great 
king and a fearless warrior. 

ατρόμητος 

forgetful (adj) /fə(r)ˈɡetf(ə)l/ often forgetting things People tend to get forgetful in their old 
age. 

ξεχασιάρης, -α, -
ικο 

fruitful (adj) /ˈfruːtf(ə)l/ something that brings good results I think we had a very fruitful 
collaboration. 

αποτελεσματικός, 
-ή, -ό 

fruitless (adj) /ˈfruːtləs/ unsuccessful; something that does 
not bring good results 

We tried our best to convince him to join 
our team but all our efforts were 
fruitless. 

άκαρπος, -η, -ο / 
ατελέσφορος, -η, -
ο 

heartless (adj) /ˈhɑː(r)tləs/ cruel and uncaring I don’t know how people can be so cruel 
as to abandon their pets just because 
they grew tired of taking care of them. 

άκαρδος, -η, -ο 

homeless (adj) /ˈhəʊmləs/ a person who does not have a house 
to live in 

The mayor announced a new 
programme aimed at helping homeless 
people find food and shelter. 

άστεγος, -η, -ο 

hopeful (adj) /ˈhəʊpf(ə)l/ optimistic; someone who believes 
good things will happen 

I know that it is difficult to find a job in 
this market but I am hopeful that 
something will come along soon. 

αισιόδοξος, -η, -ο 

hopeless (adj) /ˈhəʊpləs/ someone or something that seems 
to have no chances of success or 
improvement 

Gary decided to go ahead with his 
project even though everyone told him it 
was a hopeless case. 

απελπισμένος, -ή, 
-ο 

jobless (adj) /ˈdʒɒbləs/ not having work that can offer you 
an income 

Sally lost her job six years ago when the 
company she worked for went bankrupt, 
and has been jobless ever since despite 
her impressive qualifications and 
experience. 

άνεργος, -η, -ο 

make up your mind 
(phr) 

/ˌmeɪk ˈʌp jɔː(r) 
maɪnd/ 

to decide for yourself What I like about getting news from the 
internet is that I can read about the 
same story from different sources and 
make up my own mind about what 
really happened. 

αποφασίζω 



meaningful (adj) /ˈmiːnɪŋfl/ serious and important Jordan is a man of few words and only 
speaks when he has something 
meaningful to say. 

ουσιαστικός, -ή, -
ό 

meaningless (adj) /ˈmiːnɪŋləs/ without a purpose or difficult to 
understand 

I’m afraid I don’t really understand 
modern poetry; a lot of it seems a bit 
meaningless to me. 

ανούσιος, -α, -ο 

pointless (adj) /ˈpɔɪntləs/ something that has no purpose and 
it is a waste of time to do it 

It was pointless trying to get Irene to see 
my point of view; she had already made 
up her mind. 

μάταιος, -η, -ο 

powerful (adj) /ˈpaʊərf)l/ something that has a strong effect or 
influence 

The author’s new book carries a very 
powerful message. 

δυνατός, -ή, -ό 

powerless (adj) /ˈpaʊərləs/ unable to do something or unable to 
influence or control someone or 
something 

Drug users say they realise their habit is 
destroying their lives but are powerless 
to control their addiction. 

ανήμπορος, -η, -ο 

regretful (adj) /rɪˈɡretfl/ showing that you feel sad or sorry 
about something bad that happened 
or something you have said or done 

It wasn’t so much his words as the 
regretful look in his eyes when he spoke 
them that convinced me he was truly 
sorry. 

μετανοιωμένος, -
η, -ο 

skilful (adj) /ˈskɪlfl/ a person who is able to do 
something very well 

He is a very skilful storyteller; once I 
start reading one of his books I can 
never put it down until I reach the end. 

επιδέξιος, -α, -ο 

tactful (adj) /ˈtæktfl/ careful not to do or say something 
that will annoy or upset someone 

Jenny needs to be told the truth; we just 
have to find a tactful way of doing it. 

διακριτικός, -ή, -ό 

tactless (adj) /ˈtæktləs/ saying or doing things that may 
upset or offend others 

I don’t understand how they could have 
promoted Jeff to head of public 
relations; he’s so tactless he will destroy 
the public image of the company the 
very first time he speaks to the press. 

αγενής, -ές 

tasteful (adj) /ˈteɪstfl/ chosen for its great quality and style A tasteful logo can go a long way in 
enhancing the company’s image. 

καλαίσθητος, -η, -
ο 

tasteless (adj) /ˈteɪstləs/ inappropriate and likely to offend or 
upset someone 

The teacher’s tasteless remarks about 
stupid and lazy students greatly 
offended the parents. 

αγενής, -ές / 
άκομψος, -η, -ο 



thankful (adj) /ˈθæŋkfl/ happy and grateful about something 
good that has happened or 
something bad that hasn’t happened 

It was a very inspiring speech and I was 
grateful to have been given the 
opportunity to attend it. 

ευγνώμων 

thoughtful (adj) /ˈθɔːtfl/ a person who is deep in thought, or 
something that is the result of deep 
thought; a caring and considerate 
person or act 

-The journalist wrote a thoughtful article 
on the subject of illegal immigration. 

βαθυστόχαστος, -
η, -ο / 
συμπονετικός, -ή, 
-ό 

thoughtless (adj) /ˈθɔːtləs/ not caring that your actions or 
remarks may upset or offend others 

It was very thoughtless of you not to let 
me know you weren’t coming – I was 
waiting for you outside the cinema for a 
whole hour! 

αδιάφορος, -η, -ο 

wasteful (adj) /ˈweɪstfl/ using something in a careless way or 
using more than is necessary  

The one positive aspect of the economic 
recession is that it has taught people to 
be less wasteful.  

σπάταλος, -ή, -ό 

worthless (adj) /ˈwɜːθləs/ unimportant; with little or no 
practical use and/or monetary value 

I read somewhere that for security 
reasons the genuine works of art are 
locked up in a vault and the ones we see 
on display in the museum are just 
worthless copies. 

ασήμαντος. –η, -ο 
/ ευτελής, -ές 
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contrast (v) /kənˈtrɑːst/ to be clearly different  than 
something else in such a way that is 
obvious when compared with it or 
when being close to it 

Most celebrities plan what they will 
wear to public events where they know 
they will be photographed so that they 
can contrast with the background, which 
will make them look better in the photo. 

κάνω αντίθεση 

exclaim (v) /ɪkˈskleɪm/ to say something loudly and 
suddenly because you are feeling 
strong emotions of happiness, fear, 
anger, etc 

“Wow! This is the best present ever!” 
exclaimed the little boy as he 
unwrapped the parcel. 

αναφωνώ 

exquisite (adj) /ɪkˈskwɪzɪt/ very beautiful and delicate As soon as I saw the exquisite view from 
the living room window I knew this was 
the house I wanted to live the rest of my 
life in. 

θεσπέσιος, -α, -ο 



neatly (adv) /niːtli/ in a simple but clever and efficient 
way 

Everything is ready for the exhibition, all 
that we need to do now is find a title for 
it that will neatly summarise the 
message the artist wants to convey 
through her work. 

άψογα 

nostalgia (n) /nɒˈstældʒə/ a mixed feeling of happiness and 
sadness when you remember happy 
times in the past 

Looking at pictures from my childhood 
always fills me with nostalgia for my 
hometown. 

νοσταλγία 

partially (adv) /ˈpɑːʃəli/ in part; not completely The teacher warned the kids that she 
would not accept homework that was 
only partially done. 

μερικώς / εν μέρη 

raging (adj) /ˈreɪdʒɪŋ/ very strong and extreme, maybe 
even violent 

The Prime Minister’s announcement 
gave rise to raging protest from the 
opposition. 

μανιασμένος, -η, -
ο 

scramble (n) /ˈskræmb(ə)l/ to move quickly but with difficulty 
often using your hands to help you 

When the fire alarm went off everyone 
scrambled for the exit. 

χιμάω / 
σκαρφαλώνω 

sheer (adj) /ʃɪə(r)/ complete and pure, not mixed with 
anything else 

The little girl squealed with sheer delight 
when she saw her huge birthday cake. 

καθαρός, -ή, -ό 

snap (v) /snæp/ take a photo I don’t understand people who spend 
their whole holiday snapping pictures of 
everything they see instead of enjoying 
the experience. 

τραβάω 
φωτογραφίες 

surge (v) /sɜːdʒ/ to fill someone with strong emotion A feeling of relief surged through her 
when the doctor told her the operation 
had been successful. 

περνάω μέσα από 
κάποιον σαν κύμα 

unrest (n) /ʌnˈrest/ a political situation which causes 
many people to be angry and can 
lead to disagreement and fighting 
between different groups 

It is feared that the austere measures 
the government is about to announce 
will cause public unrest. 

αναταραχές 

Page 124     

analytical (adj) /ˌænəˈlɪtɪkl/ using a logical method of thinking 
about something where you look at 

The reason maths is such an important 
subject for students to take at school is 

αναλυτικός, -ή, -ό 



each one of its parts carefully in 
order to understand the whole 

because it teaches them analytical 
thinking. 

see right through you 
(phr) 

/ˌsiː ˌraɪt ˈθruː jʊ/ to understand when someone is 
trying to deceive you 

I could never lie to my mother; she could 
always see right through me. 

καταλαβαίνω / 
δεν εξαπατώμαι  

weave together (phr v) /ˌwiːv təˈɡeðə(r)/ to combine things in a complicated 
and skilful way 

He is a master of storytelling and can 
weave together the lives of his 
characters into a spell binding plot. 

υφαίνω 
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metaphor (n) /ˈmetəfɔː(r)/ a phrase which is used to describe a 
person or an object by comparing it 
to another unrelated object which is 
considered to have similar 
characteristics 

When Tony said that the city he lives in 
is a jungle it was a metaphor, he didn’t 
mean that he actually lives in a jungle. 

μεταφορά 

startling (adj) /ˈstɑːtlɪŋ/ unusual and surprising and maybe 
even a bit worrying  

The reporter promised he would make 
some startling revelations on the 8 
o’clock news tonight. 

ανησυχητικός, -ή, 
-ό / αναπάντεχος, 
-η, -ο 

summarize (v) /ˈsʌməraɪz/ to make a short but clear description 
of the most  important facts or ideas 

My manager asked me to summarize 
the main points of my proposal to 
present them at the meeting. 

συνοψίζω 

sync with (phr verb) /ˈsɪŋk ˌwɪð/ to work together with or in the same 
way as 

I cannot figure out how to sync my new 
smartphone with my computer.  

συγχρονίζομαι   

tangle (n) /ˈtæŋɡl/ in a state of disorganisation He tried to run his business alone 
without the help of an accountant, but 
only succeeded in was getting the 
company’s finances in a tangle. 

μπέρδεμα 
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empathy (n) /ˈempəθi/ the ability to understand the feelings 
and experiences of others 

She is a very sensitive lady and has a lot 
of empathy for all living creatures. 

ενσυναίσθηση 

rational (adj) /ˈræʃnəl/ able to think clearly and base your 
decisions on logic and not on 
emotions 

Can we calm down please and discuss 
this like rational adults? 

λογικός, -ή, -ό 
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backing (adj) /ˈbækɪŋ/ music, singing or dancing that 
supports the main tune or performer 

Her first job with a record label was 
when she was asked to do the backing 
vocals for a very famous singer. 

υποστηρικτικός, -
ή, -ό 

cookies (n) /ˈkʊkiz/ a small flat sweet type of cake My grandmother used to make the best 
chocolate and peanut butter cookies I’ve 
ever eaten. 

μπισκότα 

glimpse (n) /ɡlɪmps/ a quick look Dozens of fans stood outside the 
stadium where the concert was to be 
held for hours in the hope of catching a 
glimpse of the superstar as he entered.  

κλεφτή ματιά  

infectious (adj) /ɪnˈfekʃəs/ that affects anyone who is close by 
so that they want to join in the 
activity 

She has such a loud, infectious laughter 
that I couldn’t help but laugh too 
whenever I heard it. 

μεταδοτικό  

lengthy (adj) /ˈleŋθi/ very long and often tiring The editor told me that my article was 
interesting but rather lengthy, so if I 
wanted to get it published I would have 
to shorten it a bit. 

μακροσκελής, -ές 

novelty (n) /ˈnɒvəlti/ the quality of something that is new, 
unusual and interesting 

The novelty of their music makes them 
appealing to young audiences. 

καινοτομία 

republic (n) /rɪˈpʌblɪk/ a country that is governed by a 
parliament elected by the people 
and not by a monarch 

Not all the British people want their 
country to become a republic; there are 
quite a few who are still loyal to the 
Royal Family. 

δημοκρατία 

tender (adj) /ˈtendə(r)/ gently, loving and kind Isn’t it amazing how when we are little 
our mother’s tender kiss can make all 
pain go away? 

τρυφερός, -ή, -ό 

 

 


