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• Before talking about how to teach young learners, try to get into the 
mind of a child by imagining yourself when you were six years old. 

• Take a deep breath, close your eyes, and picture yourself when you 
were six years old. 

Imagine… 



• As a six-year-old child, what was your 
typical day like from start to finish? 

• Who did you interact with most 
often—parents, siblings, grandparents, 
friends? 

• What activities did you do at home? 
• Did you often go to the park, beach, 

field, forest, or other location? 
• What was your favorite part of the 

day, and why? 
• What was your least favorite part of 

the day, and why?

Your day as a six-year-old…



A teacher’s ability to understand and respond to
students’ feelings is called…….:

1. sympathy
2. rapport
3. empathy
4. trust



• Are energetic and spontaneous
• Don’t like to sit still for long periods of 

time
• Have relatively short attention spans

• Can be easily distracted
• But are curious and will pay attention if 

the topic is interesting or if the activity 
is engaging.

Young Learners



Although these characteristics 
can make teaching Young 
Learners challenging and even
difficult at times, they can also 
make the Young Learner 
classroom joyful and rewarding. 

By using developmentally 
appropriate activities that cater 
to their learning profiles, you 
will keep Young Learners active 
and engaged.



A lesson is like a road trip that requires a map: the final destination or 
goal cannot be reached without carefully planning each stop along the 
way. 
A lesson plan is the map. 
The steps in a lesson plan help learners reach lesson objectives, which 
are the final destination of the trip teachers and students are taking 
together, successfully.

Effective teaching begins with a lesson plan 



A good lesson plan includes six basic steps recognized as the 
standard for effective language instruction: Warm Up, Present, 
Practice, Apply, Extend, and Wrap Up.

Stages of a Lesson



These activities create interest and excitement about the topic and 
prepare learners for the new language input. They help EFL students 
switch over from their native language to English, prompt them to 
remember material from earlier lessons, and build students’ confidence 
about what they know.

What would you do?
Topic: Animal habitats

Warm Up







Warm Up: Video 1



You should take time during this step to provide meaningful listening 
and reading input.

Activities should require the use of the four skills in order to reliably 
check students’ comprehension.

You should always provide multiple activities to present and check 
comprehension of language to support and ensure children’s learning.

Present



Help Young Learners develop vocabulary through a variety of activities that 
encourage communication.

Present vocabulary items in chunks that are thematically related through 
meaningful contexts, and then recycle them several times in different 
activities and across different program components.

Vocabulary



Active vocabulary consists of words necessary to understand and talk about 
the unit theme, as well as high-frequency, high-utility items used in real 
communication relevant to the world of the student.

For younger learners, many items are related to the same concepts they are 
exploring in their first language, such as colors, shapes, and numbers.

For older learners, vocabulary items are related to their own lives (habits, 
chores, likes and dislikes), to their relationships (as family members, as 
friends, as members of the community), and to their studies at school 
(science, health, language arts, social studies, sports). 

Active Vocabulary



Encourage Student Involvement 

Encourage students’ active involvement in vocabulary 
learning through the use of pictures, Flashcards, Posters, 
arts and crafts, kinesthetic games, projects, personal 
dictionaries, word mobiles, and word walls.

Have students keep vocabulary 
notebooks in which they write 
definitions, use words in sentences, 
develop word maps, note collocations, 
and build word groups (photo, 
photograph, photographer, 
photographic, photographically).







Vocabulary: Video 2



Present grammar in age-appropriate, 
meaning-based ways. 

Because their analytical skills are not 
yet fully developed, younger learners 
gain little from analyzing forms and 
memorizing rules the way many adults 
do. They benefit more by seeing many 
repetitions of a target grammar point 
in different meaningful contexts, and 
by using grammar as unanalyzed 
“chunks” that help them communicate.

Grammar



Show target points in meaningful sentences that students can use as 
models for language production.

As learners age and develop cognitively, invite them to notice certain 
language features and think about how they function. 

The oldest learners can keep personal grammar reference notebooks in 
which they have a page for each grammar point, with examples of form, 
meaning, and use. 

They can also record their most frequent errors and write a corrected 
version of each one in their notebooks.

Grammar







Grammar: Video 3



Engaging students in authentic and meaningful 
contexts helps them 
recognize and remember language patterns.

Instead of presenting language as isolated grammar structures to be 
analyzed, teachers do well to present language in realistic contexts and 
provide plenty of opportunities for students to repeat, recycle, and use 
English in order to communicate meaningfully with one other.

Activities for Young Learners 
should above all be 
meaningful and purposeful. 

Successful Activities



Activities are supported and scaffolded

Activities are active and hands-on

Activities are enjoyable and interesting
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