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What is content-based instruction (CBI)?

Target 
language
(English)

Language Content• Academic
English

• Math
• Science
• Social studies
• English Language

Arts (ELA)



Content-based ESL classes are taught 
with two goals 

1. to develop English language proficiency
2. to prepare ELLs for success in the content areas

(Short, 2006)

Languag
e Content



the US, the UK, Canada, Australia

ESL contexts
English as a second language

EFL contexts
English as a foreign language

Brazil, China, Italy, Taiwan 

From kindergarten to college 

bilingualism biliteracyCCSS

CBI is used to teach in



Benefits of CBI?
• Improved subject matter knowledge

• Better language learning outcomes.

• Increased intrinsic motivation and empowerment.

• It promotes oral and written academic language learning and

second language acquisition.

(Brown & Lee, 2015)(Peregoy & Boyle, 2013)
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Assess & 
build on prior 

knowledge

Explain 
purpose of 

activity

Develop 
learning 

strategies 

Provide 
opportunities 

to process 
information 

(Peregoy & Boyle, 2013)

Before reading During reading After reading

Guidelines for planning an effective lesson with CBI 

The teacher designs appropriate learning sequences. 



Who may achieve a better 
understanding?

• linguistically simple books
• Being unfamiliar with the

content

• linguistically difficult books
• Being familiar with the

content

Student A Student B

Before reading activities are central to how successfully 
students will be able to read a text. (Gibbons, 2009) 



1. Before reading
2. During reading

3. After reading

(Gibbons, 2009) 

Supporting overall 
text meaning to 
prepare learners to 
read the text

Content reading instruction



1. Activating prior knowledge

2. Addressing potential
linguistic or conceptual
difficulties

3. Introducing content &
language objectives

1. Before reading



Activating learners’ prior 

knowledge and understandings



How?



≈By asking a Big Question



Where do we 
get water?

Rain Lakes

Rivers

Polar ice 
caps

Clouds

A key word 
relevant to 
the topic

Activity 1: A concept map



Suggesting and explaining possible sequence 

1 2 3 4 5

Activity 2: Sequencing illustrations



1. Activating prior knowledge
o Asking a big question with a concept map
o Sequencing illustrations

2. Addressing potential linguistic or conceptual
difficulties

3. Introducing content & language objectives

1. Before reading



What can we do to prepare 

learners for potential linguistic 

or conceptual difficulties?



1) Pre-teaching vocabulary
2) Teaching text structures
3) Introducing reading strategies

Addressing potential linguistic or conceptual difficulties



1. Pronounce the word.

2. Rate the word.

3. Define the word.
4. Elaborate on the
meaning.

Pre-teaching vocabulary: Vocabulary routines



1. Pronounce
absorb

2. Rate

I know the word well.

I know little about 
the word.

I do not know the word.

3. Define
To take in something in a
natural or gradual way.

4. Elaborate
What are some other things
that can absorb water?

Practice & apply

Pre-teaching vocabulary: Vocabulary routines



Definition illustration

Synonym/
Antonym

Example
sentence

Word
survive

(Cloud, Lakin, Leininger & Maxwell, 2010) 

to continue to live

remain alive The plant survives 
on very little 
water.

Pre-teaching vocabulary: Word wheels



“…reading comprehension of students across the 

spectrum increases with the effective use of text 

structures…when students are aware of a text 

structure, they can use that knowledge to help them 

construct meaning, and, as a result, their reading 

comprehension improves.” (Cloud et al., 2010)

Teaching text structures



How?



Sequential Problem/solution

Select the graphic organizer to mirror or match the text structure. 

Teaching text structures



Explicit 
instruction
(explaining)

Step by 
step 
prompts

Sentence 
frames

Modeling

1
2

3 4
Introducing a reading strategy



Explicit instruction (When)1

Introduce a reading strategy: Asking questions

• Before, during and after reading
• Ask questions…
• when you are curious about something.
• when you want to make a prediction.
• when you want to clarify something.
• when you want to think deeper about the topic.



1. Ask a question

2. Look for the answer. You might find the answer in
the text. Or you might have to think and search.

3. Think about the question. Read on and ask more
questions.

2 Step by step prompts (How)

Introduce a reading strategy: Asking questions



3
1. Ask a question

I  wonder…?
How come…?

2. Look for the answer.
I read ________. So ________

3. Think about the question. Read on and ask more questions.
Now I wonder…

Why…?
What is…?

Introduce a reading strategy: Asking questions

Sentence frames



• Thinking aloud

Point to the picture

• Modeling

1. I wonder what the story is about?

2. I read the title. So I think the

reading is

about a frog that can bring rain.

3.

4
Introduce a reading strategy: Asking questions

Modeling



1. Activating prior knowledge

2. Addressing potential linguistic or conceptual
difficulties

oPre-teaching vocabulary
oVocabulary routines
oWord wheels

oTeaching text structures
oGraphic organizers

o Introducing reading strategies
o4 steps

3. Introducing content & language objectives

1. Before reading



CCSS Content objective Language objective
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3
Describe how characters 
in a story respond to 
major events and 
challenges. 

Students will be able 
to identify how characters 
in a story respond to major 
events and challenges.

Students will be able 
to describe story 
elements using sentence 
frames. “The character(s) 
is/are ___.” “In the beginning
___.”, “In the middle ___.”, “At 
the end ____.” or “A problem 
in the story is _____. “, “The 
character _____ solved the 
problem by ____.”

Introduce content and language objectives



1. Before reading
2. During reading

3. After reading

(Gibbons, 2009) 

Supporting overall 
text meaning to 
prepare learners to 
read the text

Making explicit the 
unconscious process 
and practice that 
fluent readers use

Content reading instruction



•Guide students to apply the skills that they
learned before reading
• Content and language objectives
• Reading strategies

2. During reading



Character
The characters are…

Problem
A problem in the story is…

Event 1
In the beginning

Event 2
In the middle

Solution
The characters solved the 

problem by…

Objectives: SWBAT identify & 
describe 
how characters respond to major 
events and challenges.



•Guide students to apply the skills that they
learned before reading
• Content and language objectives
• Reading strategies

2. During reading



Modeling Guided 
practice

Independent 
practice

I wonder who would 
carry water to fire.

I read their river 
needed water. 
So no one was 
willing to help.

Now I wonder how 
the character would 
solve the problem.

Prompts Share-out



Before 
reading

• I wonder what the story is about? Does the
title or pictures help?
• What prediction can I make?
• What lesson might the characters learn?

During • I wonder what will happen next?
• What are the characters’ feelings?
• Why does the character…?
• What is the story mainly about?

After • Is my prediction correct?
• How can I connect to the text?
• What did I learn from the text?



1. Before reading
2. During reading

3. After reading

(Gibbons, 2009) 

Supporting overall 
text meaning to 
prepare learners to 
read the text

Making explicit the 
unconscious process 
and practice that 
fluent readers use

Making use of the 
now-familiar text as 
a basis for further 
language 
development

Content reading instruction



•Making use of the now-familiar text as a basis for
further language development

• Focusing learners’ attention more deeply on the
information in the text
•Graphic outlines

•Using the language for the text as a model for further
language study
• Sentence reconstruction

(Gibbons, 2009)

3. After
reading



Signal words Graphic outline

Timeline In (plus date), afterwards, 
finally

Compare & 
Contrast

Similarly, likewise, however, 
although

Cause & effect As a result, because, when, if, 
so, therefore

Information 
summary

No specific kinds of 
connectives. The organization 
is signaled by paragraphs.

Graphic outlines: Have students represent of the text as a graphic 
outline.

(Gibbons, 2009)





Using the language for the text as a model for 
further language study

•Sentence reconstruction

(Gibbons, 2009)

Long ago
Fire

escaped

and

down

mountain
the

toward

homes

the ofFirst People. 
and spreadLong ago Fire escaped

thedown mountain toward the

homes the First of People. 
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Recap



How to plan a content-area reading lesson with hands-on activities

Before reading (Scaffolding)

During reading (Applying)

After reading

• Activating prior knowledge
• Concept map
• Sequencing illustrations

• Pre-teaching vocabulary
• Vocabulary routines
• Word wheels

• Teaching text structures
• Graphic organizers

• Introducing reading strategies
• 4 steps

• Content & language objectives

• Mastering the objectives
• Graphic organizers

• Reading strategies
• Modeling,

guided practice,
independent
practice

• Think deeply
• Graphic outlines

• Language study
• Sentence

reconstruction



Q & A



Thank you. 

BRINGING THE WORLD TO THE CLASSROOM 
AND THE CLASSROOM TO LIFE



Thank you. 

BRINGING THE WORLD TO THE CLASSROOM 
AND THE CLASSROOM TO LIFE
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