
REFLECT 
for every  c lassroom

L a u r a  L e  D r é a n



What comes to mind 
when you hear the 
word “reflect?”



Reflect 

think about

cogitate

contemplate

consider

review 

muse 



Reflective 
Learning

We do not learn from experience. 
We learn from reflecting on 
experience.

– John Dewey (1933)







What makes a picture 
interesting?



Sports



Nature (beetles)



Happiness



NGL Photo Criteria: 

• show real world/real people

• tell a story

• arouse curiosity

• evoke an emotion

• be relatable

• showcase the whole world



Activities with photography

• Describe the place: landscape, buildings, city, neighborhood

• Assess the moment: What is happening and what will happen 

next? What happened before? 

• Infer the photographer’s intent: What was the photographer 

trying to capture?  What emotion does the photographer 
communicate? 

• Analyze the photo: compare-contrast

• Write a caption

• Create a dialogue or monologue or thought bubble 



Describe/Assess





Compare-contrast



Write a caption



Goals of an academic classroom

• Motivate learners

• Build confidence 

• Develop academic language and skills

• Develop 21st century skills: collaboration, 
creativity, and critical thinking

• Support social & emotional learning

• Engage and arouse curiosity to learn



Student 
Motivation

Is largely determined by two variables 

• Value (i.e., usefulness, importance, and 

interest) that a student places on 
mastering the subject material and skills.

• Expectations that a student has for 
being successful in a learning activity.

(Wigfield & Eccles, 2000)



Scaffolded instruction

Instructional scaffolding is a process in which a teacher adds 
supports for students in order to enhance learning and aid in 
the mastery of tasks. As students master the skills, the supports 
are gradually removed.

Scaffolding can even the playing field for those who bring 
different background knowledge and experiences to the 
classroom. 



Strategies for scaffolding 
instruction

1. Build on prior knowledge and background

2. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction

3. Teach skills and provide opportunities to apply 
them

4. Use strategies that reach multiple intelligences



REFLECT

ACTIVITIES



Scaffolding supports comprehension 

and application of ideas/skills

• Learn vocabulary and personalize

• REFLECT: Consider how animals 
lead (activates student knowledge)

• Learn and apply a listening skill

• Check main ideas and details

• Discuss ideas in the video

• REFLECT: Extend learning to 
new topics

Students will watch a video



Learn vocabulary and 

personalize

REFLECT: Consider how 

animals lead



Learn and apply a 

listening skill

Check main ideas 

and details



Learn and apply a 

listening skill

Check main ideas 

and details
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Discuss ideas in 

the video

REFLECT: Extend 

learning to new topics



Scaffolding to support comprehension and 
application of ideas/skills

• Learn vocabulary

• Take a quiz “What kind of 
leader are you?” (personalize)

• REFLECT: Evaluate leadership 
styles

• Check main ideas and details

• Discuss ideas in the lecture
Students will listen to a lecture



Learn vocabulary

Take a quiz “What kind 
of leader are you?” 

REFLECT: Evaluate 
leadership styles





 



Check main ideas and 

details

Discuss ideas in the 

lecture

decisions



Scaffolding for success

• Listen to a model

• Practice grammar for speaking

• Practice pronunciation

• Learn and apply a speaking skill

• Plan and practice

• Present problems and solutions

Students will 
“Give leadership advice"



Listen to a model















Practice Pronunciation



Learn and apply a 

speaking skill



Plan and practice

Present problems and 
solutions



REFLECT…

• Inspires curiosity and motivates learners

• Promotes critical thinking, communication, collaboration and     
community 

• Taps into social & emotional skills

• Develops academic language and skills

• Builds confidence through scaffolding

• Makes learning fun

• Promotes REFLECTION

… and works in every classroom



Thank 
you


