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A Quick “Global Competence” Quiz!

CAN YOU NAME THE 
CITIES?





Amsterdam







New York City







Milan







Singapore









Which is true for you?
a. I’ve used TED Talks in my classes.
b. I’m familiar with TED Talks, but 

haven’t used them in class.
c. I’m not familiar with TED Talks.



1. What is “Global 
Competence”?

2. Why is it important?

3. How can we help 
learners become 
globally competent?



Question What does it mean to be 
“globally competent”?



POLL

A globally competent person is someone who 
______.

a) knows a lot about geography

b) has traveled to many countries

c) can adjust to different customs

d) takes an interest in global issues

e) speaks more than one language

f) is curious about other people and cultures

g) can see the world from different perspectives



150 YEARS AGO…





Around the World in 80 Days 



Globally competent?

Mr. Fogg, seldom having the 

curiosity even to go upon the deck, 

passed through the memorable 

scenes of the Red Sea with cold 

indifference; he did not care to 

recognize the historic towns and 

villages which, along its borders, 

raised their picturesque outlines 

against the sky…

- Around the World in 80 Days



Passepartout sauntered 
about among the mixed 
population of Somalis, 
Banyans, Parees, Jews, Arabs, 
and Europeans who comprise 
the twenty-five thousand 
inhabitants of Aden.

“Very curious, very curious,” 
said Passepartout… “I see 
that it is by no means useless 
to travel, if a man wants to 
see something new.”

- Around the World in 80 Days





 curious about the world

 interacts with people from 
different cultures

 speaks more than one 
language

 open-minded

 thinks creatively and takes 
action to solve problems

 An early example of 

“Global Competence”…

An early ‘Global Citizen’ 



“The development of 

global competence is a 

necessity for all students 

in the 21st century”

- Fernando Reimers

Director, International Education Policy 
Harvard University 





2018
 Global Competence



Why is “Global 
Competence” 

important?







“Globalization, the digital 

revolution, mass migration, 

and the prospect of climate 

instability are triggering new 

concerns and demanding a 

new kind of graduate.”

Teaching for Global Competence in a Rapidly Changing World: Asia 
Society/OECD



Institute for the Future
www.iftf.org



Question What skills will be most desired 
by employers in 2020?



Critical Thinking

Emotional Intelligence

Creativity

Cross-Cultural Competency

Information Literacy

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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www.P21.org



www.P21.org



www.P21.org

Global Awareness
 Learning from and working collaboratively 

with individuals representing diverse cultures

Using 21st century skills to understand and 
address global issues





How can we help 
our learners 

develop “Global 
Competence”?



4 ways…



Global 
Competence 
Framework 

PISA 2018

www.oecd.org



Global 
Competence 
Framework 

PISA 2018

www.oecd.org

INVESTIGATE THE WORLD

TAKE ACTION

APPRECIATE PERSPECTIVES

COMMUNICATE IDEAS



Global 
Competence 
Framework 

PISA 2018

www.oecd.org



Globally competent students can…

“ask questions, analyse 

data and arguments, … 

and develop a position 

regarding a local, global 

or cultural issue.”





Question. What issue is of most 

concern to young people today? 



A. Climate change / Destruction of 
nature

B.  Large scale conflict / Wars

C. Income Inequality and 
Discrimination





“Inspiring People to Care About the Planet”









Question. What country has the world’s 

highest meat consumption, per person? 



















Global Issues in the ESL/EFL Classroom

1. Select a global issue with local 
relevance 

2. Adapt authentic content – talks, 
texts, infographics - so the issue 
is engaging and accessible 

3. Connect the issue with learners’ 
lives: show how individual 
choices make an impact

4. Examine different viewpoints to 
develop critical thinking



Global Competence: 
2. An Open Mind



Global Competence: 
2. An Open Mind



Globally competent students can…

“show a willingness and 

capacity to consider 

global problems from 

multiple viewpoints.”



Globally competent students can…

“look at the world through different 

lenses and perspectives, [and] 

appreciate different ways of 

thinking and different cultures.”

Dr Andreas Schleicher

OECD Director for Education and Skills









Streets…



or blocks?





“sometimes we need 

to go to the opposite side 

of the world to realize 

assumptions we didn't 

even know we had, and 

realize that the opposite 

of them may also be 

true.”

- Derek Sivers, Author and TED Speaker







Find your voice 
in English



Question What TED Talks have worked well 
for you with English language students?



How do we select and adapt TED 
Talks?



1. Selection

Content – interest, relevance

Complexity – topic, language level

Speech – speaker’s speed, clarity

Support – visuals, props, body language

Length – adaptable for classroom use

Variety – cultural background, gender, accents





2. Adaptation

• Break the talk into comprehensible chunks (for 
longer talks)

• Use pauses to allow for reflection

• Reduce speed slightly (for faster speakers)



3. Scaffolding: Language + Content





“Books have an 

extraordinary power to 

take you into someone 

else’s mindset, so that 

you look at the world 

through different eyes”

- Ann Morgan, Author and TED Speaker









Perspectives Student Book 3 – National Geographic Learning 2018



“At any moment, you 
could uncover some 
tiny bit of evidence… 
some tiny thing that 
forces you to reframe 
[what] you thought 
you knew.”



“At any moment, you 
could uncover some 
tiny bit of evidence… 
some tiny thing that 
forces you to reframe 
[what] you thought 
you knew.”



Global Competence: 
3. Communication



Global Competence: 
3. Communication



Globally competent students can…

“adapt their behaviour 

and communication to 

interact with individuals 

from different cultures..”



Question. What % of the world’s English 

users are non-native speakers?



% of non-native English 
speakers?

A. 40%

B. 60%

C. 80%



% of non-native English 
speakers?

A.

B.

C. 80%



Source: SCMP





Total users of English: 2 billion

“Globalization of the 

language has led to 

a diverse range of 

‘Englishes’”









Globalization has 
led to “a world of 
business that is 
thoroughly 
international”

A Tool for Global Communication



Causes of cross-border 
misunderstandings in business:

DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES



CULTURAL 
DIFFERENCES

Causes of cross-border 
misunderstandings in business:



“cultural agility”



“cultural agility”“English(es) agility”



“Friends in High Places” 
photographed by 
Abdullrahman Almaki. 
Nat Geo Your Shot

“cultural agility”“English(es) agility”











Global Competence: 
4. Taking action



Global Competence: 
4. Taking action



Globally competent students can…

“take action to build a 

more just, peaceful, and 

environmentally 

sustainable world.”







“TED’s goal is not to make 
a single big change; 

TED’s impact is in the 
millions of small changes 
that people make.” 

- Chris Anderson, Head of 
TED













Melati and Isabel Wijsen







“It all comes down to 
finding that one thing 
that you’re really 
passionate about. 

Whether it’s dancing, 
protecting the oceans, 
or advocating for human 
rights, nurture that 
passion, find out what 
your strongest skills are, 
and go for it.” 

- Melati Wijsen



“It all comes down to 
finding that one thing that 
you’re really passionate 
about. Whether it’s dancing, 
protecting the oceans, or 
advocating for human 
rights, nurture that passion, 
find out what your strongest 
skills are, and go for it.” 

“But I will say that lesson 
number one for us has 
always been teamwork. No 
matter how good your idea 
is, you will always need a 
like-minded group to bring 
your ideas forward into the 
next phase. Remember, 
change starts with you.”

- Melati Wijsen





Anything you 
can imagine, 
other people 
can make real.

- Jules Verne

Media ad in Shenzhen Airport, China, Oct 2019



Passepartout (n.)



Passepartout (n.)

1. Something that allows 
passage anywhere

2. A master key that 
opens any door



Global Competence

1. Something that allows 
passage anywhere

2. A master key that 
opens any door



 are curious about the world

 can interact with people from 
different cultures

 communicate in more than 
one language

 have an open mind

 think creatively 

 take action to solve problems 
and make a difference

Globally Competent learners…



Global Competence Framework 
OECD PISA 2018

APPRECIATE PERSPECTIVESINVESTIGATE THE WORLD

COMMUNICATE IDEASTAKE ACTION

Global Competence



National Geographic Learning 
programs with TED Talks give learners 
a voice of their own in English



National Geographic Learning programs 
with TED Talks provide:

• Carefully-developed language lessons
• For learners of all levels of proficiency
• For use in any classroom



Helps learners find their voice 
and discuss ideas in English



Join National Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus


