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Alex Warren is a DELTA trained teacher 
trainer with over 15 years’ experience of 
working in ELT as a teacher, academic 
director and teacher trainer. Working for 
National Geographic Learning, Alex is 
driven by his passion for developing 
teachers on a global scale and helping 
them to reach their true potential. A firm 
believer in a communicative approach to 
language learning and student centred
learning, Alex enjoys working with 
innovative, thought-provoking materials 
and presenting on a wide range of ELT-
related topics.



AGENDA
The pinch points of online teaching

Why use Classroom Presentation Tools (CPTs)
Maximising CPTs to drive engagement and interactivity



What do you 
think is the 
biggest barrier to 
teaching 
successfully 
online?



Teachers – What are your main problems with 
teaching online? 



“Engagement is 
the holy grail of 
learning.”

Sinatra et al, 2015



As a teacher in my online classroom, the most 
important thing I want technology to help me do with 
my students is:
Increase participation in live classes 48.62% 2669

Create opportunities for learners to collaborate online 
with their classmates

31.26% 1716

Develop listening and speaking skills 11.28% 619

Develop reading and writing skills 6.87% 377

Other 1.97% 108



Interactive media (audio, video, songs) easy to 
find and present with my lessons (43%)

A presentation tool that displays the book 
(17%) content in a digital format

Activities and games (22%)

Content organized and delivered differently 
from the book (18%)

As a teacher, the most important type of 
learning materials I need to have to be 
successful in my online classroom:

22%

18%
43%

17%



POLL 1
Do you already use 

classroom 
presentation 

tools/IWB software 
in your class?



POLL 2
Do you think they 

have a positive 
impact on 
classroom 
learning?



What do you think 
are the 

advantages of 
teaching F2F and 

online with a CPT?
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Are there any 
disadvantages?



“It’s not what it is, it’s what 
you do with it.' (Jones 
1986.) So it is not the 
interactive whiteboard per 
se which could improve the 
learning experience, but 
how it is used.”

Pete Sharma, Blended Learning



Puentedura, 2009 



Puentedura, 2009 





“Technology should 
enrich the learning 
experience, but not 
take over.”

Sharma, www.elt-
consultants.com/blog/blog-title-12

“Technology should 
enrich the learning 
experience, but not 
take over.”

“Technology should 
enrich the learning 
experience, but not 
take over.”



How can we 
utliize the power 
of the CPT to 
enrich and 
enhance learning 
and maximise 
engagement?



Using annotation tools to increase engagement



Where’s the answer



What’s the Answer?



What’s the Answer?



Words I don’t know…



Treasure Hunt



Treasure Hunt



Collocation Hunt



Collocation Hunt



Mind the Gap!



Prediction Tasks



Pronunciation Focus



Pronunciation Focus



Disappearing Dialogues



Photo Labelling



Photo Labelling



Interview the Photo



Interview the Photo



Interview the Photo



Caption the Photo



Using the Window-Shade tool to increase 
engagement



How many things can you remember in 
the photo?

Kim’s Game



Kim’s Game





Slow Reveal







Reading Predictions



Speed Reading 



Dictoglance



Enhance learning and 
student engagement 

using CPTs by…

… thinking outside the box by 
using the annotation tools, 
window shade and zoom, to 
develop interactive, engaging 
activities to involve all learners.



“The way we use technology for teaching and 
learning can have a significant impact on the way that 
learners work and learn: you might help learners to 
find things out for themselves and spend less time 
explaining, or you might expect learners to take more 
control of their learning while you offer guidance and 
support.”

Sharma, Blended Learning



Time to Reflect…
What ideas and activities will you try to maximise learning 

opportunities in your classroom?









Join National Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus



Further reading:
Blended Learning, Sharma & Barrett

400 Ideas for Interactive Whiteboards, Sharma, Barrett & Jones
Etpedia Technology, Hockley


