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With 45 years of teaching experience in more than 50
countries, Alison Davis has held a wide variety of leadershij
roles in education from Principal to that of Early Years
Director, Curriculum Leader, Head Teacher and classroom
teacher.

More recently, Alison has been responsible for the
development of quality professional development and
productspecific training programs acrosslR curriculum
Including Common Core State Standards, assessment,
differentiation, personalized instruction and digital learning.

Alison was also a Training & Development Consultant for
Cengage Learning where she was responsible for the trainil
and development of literacy for leaders and teachers acros:
Asia, Middle East, Australia and New Zealand
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What isBalanced Reading?

ABuilding knowledge and skills
needed to read for meaning

AExplicit support for learners at
every level

AActivities that allows readers to
read independently



Reading for Meaning

ANhat do we know about the book?

ANhat do we know about this reader?




Readers need

ARight book in their hands

ASuccess

AMake sense

ARelevant

AVariety of skills + strategies

ADifferent processes to problem -solve
ARight support at right time




Balanced Reading Poll Em

AWhat is the biggest challenge with teaching children to
read?



Learningo Read+ Readingp Learn

ABalanced

| AAuthentic
AExplicit

ASkills + strategies

-~ APersonalized




Daily engagement with quality text EII

xthe right reader
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Pay

XFG 0KS N




Impact of daily reading

why should kids
read every day?
0 o'l' ": ‘! :

ABrain development
ARelationships
AVocabulary  3xrare
AMemories
AConnections
AExperiences
AKnowledge




Balanced Reading

DECODING FLUENCY
& PHRASING

THE
BALANCED
READER

COMPREHENSION

L'rtera| = |H'FE'FEFIﬁi| = RESPQHSE

W,
Hﬁ@”ﬂb of text types and #ﬁ#

AComprehension
A-luency + Phrasing

Mecoding




Making meaning

A Text must make sense
A Meaning
A Semantics
A Comprehension

The Clever Penguins

A Text must sound like correct language  (English)
A Syntax
A Structure

A Written symbols are a code
A Visual information
A Graphophonics



Comprehension

Instruction is Explicit +
Integrated

S o AA balanced reader can not

& PHRASING

only read, but comprehend the
BALLI:JECED teXt

READER

AReader learns to respond to

e literal, inferential or response
Literal - Inferential - Response q ue Stl onin g




ADemonstrate making meaning on
every page

AEngage learners in problem solving
AMeaning
AVisual information.

AShow readers how texts work.
A Structure



Comprehension

Comprehension is the act of making meaning

ANord level

A Vocabulary
A What does word mean?

MSentence level
A What does author say?
A What does the sentence mean

Aext level
A What does author want me to know?
A What do | think?



Engage the Reader

Clear Story Structure

A B ?\\\\“ Aconcepts and experiences that children
VA e M can understand

The track was wer and muddy.

J’ Aeal reading experiences

‘}

had waulked a little way,
the cave
ed

N

' Araditional story structures
- A tension

A climax

A resolution



Motivation

Characters appear through series
and at different reading levels.

Encourages reading

Stimulates interest
Aendearing

Aelatable

Aecurring
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All kinds of big machines
People use all kinds of big machines
for having fun,
for playing sport,

and for going on holidays.

Machines like these are very exciting.

All kinds of big machines
Motorbikes

Motor racing
Campervans

Fun boats

Motor boats
Sailing boats
Houseboats
Hot-air balloons
Gliders

High-interest non -fiction topics

Aspark interest and enthusiasm

Kocus on topics that are child  -centred
Klear and logical presentation of facts
Astunning illustrations and photography
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Harrier jets

The Harrier jet is a special kind of jet
It can lift off into the air
and then land without a runway.

These jets can even land on some ships.
J

Dip YOu kKNOW?

The Hatrier fat has small wheels
on the end of its wings,
The whoals help it 1o bnd.

A Meaningful illustrations support meaning
A Strong, engaging illustrations

A Help readers interpret text

A Adds layers of meaning to the text

A Use of strong text + illustration match




Gentle learning gradient

Support for reader on every page

Lee plays the violin, too.
She is very good.

Asentence structures

Achoice of words

Aclear well -spaced type
Ameaningful, accurate illustrations

Lee loves to play the violin



Teacher Support
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Big Machines In the Air

PM Levels 18/19 Running Words 447
Text Type Information Report/Ex

Curriculum Areas History/Technology

Focus Transportation — Flight

Key High-frequency Words

Key Teaching Points

Explain to students that this text is an information

ind a proce
Read the
the «

inswer the questions

Ask them to recall their experiences. If you have time

Key Questions

What are machines that fly called? (Literal)

Different aircraft are used for different purposes. What are some of them? (inferential)

Word Study
iscuss sentences in the procedure

Talk about the different meanings of the

3 verb. Look at the photograph and talk about the mear

Links with Other PM Books
The Little Work Plane Level 1
The Work Helicopter Level 16

t Flight evel 18

re text. Point these out in the book anc

ep

, Nave Stuc

len

rt, and also includes an explan

| talk about their features

Have students make a list of fact

ircraft and share these with the group. Have any students tr yvelled by air?
ne

follow the proced

Aunning words
Aigh -frequency words
Aanguage structure

Aey teaching points
Acomprehension questions
Areinforcement activities
Aword study
Aconcepts about print



Before you Read

/\

< .“ | A Keep the introduction short 8 1 minute
o .J

‘/

; *. A Flick through book - talk about the illustrations and
Making a Caterpillar the title.

A Talk about any unusual words or concepts

A Discuss the characters or topic.

A Let your child do the talking



During ReadingPraise

Give feedback about skills and
Here is an egg carton

with egg shells in it M strategies used
!

Bl 1ike how you read on whe
di ffrcult word. O

Here are the paints Al 1like how you changed you
for the egg carton. voice of the character i1 n t
Bl noticed that you reread

make sense. 0



Talk During Reading

Support the readers independence and
confidence. Don @ interrupt.

There is no need to interrogate the reader

Ask:

ANhat do you think will happen next?
ANhat did you think about that setting?
Anhat do like/ dislike about this book?

Make it a conversation as you would in a book club



Literal questionsg In the Text EII

ADirectly stated in text ANhat did the author Say ?

ANho?

AStated in illustration, inere?
title, label, heading hen

ALinked in consecutive Oecode
sentences Anords

MSentences
Adeas



Inferential Questions

A Sequence of events

What did the author mean ?

A Meaning of diagrams + what text says Adow?
Anhy?
A Main idea using key words Avhat?

A Inferred information + background

knowledge Think + Search

Read between the lines
Reading Detective

A Linked across text



Response

At%\)/((terall meaning of diagrams + What do | think?
ANVhat?

A Purpose of text ANhy?
Adow?

AAut hords point of view + opinion
Respond
ANhat did the author want me to
think?

/S0 what?



If the Child Gets Stuck

Focus is on Meaning

/ARead on and collect other clues.

AGo back to the beginning of the sentence
and re -read what you read.

A

A ook at the illustration and see if there are
clues there.

Anhat do you think would make sense
here?



Comprehending Text Types

AA balanced reader reads
different texts in different ways

DECODING FLUENCY "
& PHRASING AChOICe

THE
BALANCED
READER

AMix of fiction + non -fiction

COMPREHENSION -
Litaral = |nfarar|l:ia| = RIISFQI\SE Avarl ety




Fluency + Phrasing

DECODING FLUENCY
& PHRASING

THE
BALANCED
READER

COMPREHENSION

Litaral = Iﬁfﬂf&lﬁil = R&SFQI\S&

AStudents need to re -read

AStudents need to break text
Into meaningful sentences

A Readers need to understand
conventions of text

ASound like talking



Fluency + Phrasing

Link word recognition and understanding

Aamiliarity with the words
Ainderstanding content
Anowledge of phrasing
Aontext

Anowledge of what a fluent reader sounds
like

Aoractice




Sightword recognition is essential

Are-read text

Afluency modeled by expert
Amultiple exposures
Aautomatic recognition
Aquickness (not speed)
Asmoothness

Amusic




Fluency + Phrasing @

Dally engagement with
guality text

xthe right reader

XAy 0KS KIFyRa 2

Pal

XFG 0KS N



Decoding; Phonological Knowledge

Instruction is Explicit + Integrated

Decoding uses the ability to apply
ohonological and visual

DECODING FLUENCY
& PHRASING

Knowledge to correctly read

THE
N EADER written words.
A letter -sound relationships

A knowledge of letter patterns

COMPREHENSION

Litaral = Iﬁfﬂf&lﬁil = R&SFQI\S&

Avisual information




Decoding

Readers should recognize
and understand

AlLetters

ASounds
ABeginnings of words
ABlends

ALetter patterns



