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teacher.

More recently, Alison has been responsible for the 
development of quality professional development and 
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and development of literacy for leaders and teachers across 
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Balanced Reading



What is Balanced Reading?                           

ÅBuilding knowledge and skills 
needed to read for meaning

ÅExplicit support for learners at 
every level 

ÅActivities that allows readers to 
read independently



Reading for Meaning

ÅWhat do we know about the book?

ÅWhat do we know about this reader?



Readers need

ÅRight book in their hands

ÅSuccess

ÅMake sense

ÅRelevant

ÅVariety of skills + strategies

ÅDifferent processes to problem -solve

ÅRight support at right time



Balanced Reading Poll

ÅWhat is the biggest challenge with teaching children to 
read?



Learning to Read + Reading to Learn

ÅBalanced

ÅAuthentic

ÅExplicit

ÅSkills + strategies

ÅPersonalized



Daily engagement with quality text

Χthe right reader

Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ

Χŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ



Impact of daily reading

ÅBrain development

ÅRelationships

ÅVocabulary    3 x rare

ÅMemories

ÅConnections

ÅExperiences

ÅKnowledge



Balanced Reading

ÅComprehension

ÅFluency + Phrasing

ÅDecoding



ÅText must make sense
ÅMeaning
ÅSemantics
ÅComprehension

ÅText must sound like correct language (English)

ÅSyntax
ÅStructure

ÅWritten symbols are a code
ÅVisual information
ÅGraphophonics

Making meaning



Comprehension

Instruction is Explicit + 
Integrated

ÅA balanced reader can not 
only read, but comprehend the 
text

ÅReader learns to respond to 
literal, inferential or response 
questioning



Model Comprehension - Meaning

ÅDemonstrate making meaning on 
every page

ÅEngage learners in problem solving 
ÅMeaning 

ÅVisual information.

ÅShow readers how texts work.
ÅStructure



Comprehension

Comprehension is the act of making meaning

ÅWord level      
ÅVocabulary
ÅWhat does word mean?

ÅSentence level
ÅWhat does author say?
ÅWhat does the sentence mean

ÅText level
ÅWhat does author want me to know?
ÅWhat do I think?



Engage the Reader

Clear Story Structure

Åconcepts and experiences that children 
can understand

Åreal reading experiences 

Åtraditional story structures 
Åtension

Åclimax

Åresolution



Motivation

Characters appear through series 
and at different reading levels. 

Encourages reading 

Stimulates interest

Åendearing 

Årelatable

Årecurring 



Engage the Reader

High-interest non -fiction topics

Åspark interest and enthusiasm

Åfocus on topics that are child -centred

Åclear and logical presentation of facts 

Åstunning illustrations and photography



Model Comprehension - Illustrations

ÅMeaningful illustrations support meaning

ÅStrong, engaging illustrations

ÅHelp readers interpret text

ÅAdds layers of meaning to the text

ÅUse of strong text + illustration match



Gentle learning gradient

Support for reader on every page

Åsentence structures

Åchoice of words

Åclear well -spaced type

Åmeaningful, accurate illustrations



Teacher Support

Årunning words

Åhigh -frequency words

Ålanguage structure

Åkey teaching points
Åcomprehension questions

Åreinforcement activities

Åword study

Åconcepts about print



Before you Read

ÅKeep the introduction short ð1 minute

ÅFlick through book - talk about the illustrations and 
the title. 

ÅTalk about any unusual words or concepts

ÅDiscuss the characters or topic.

ÅLet your child do the talking



During Reading - Praise

Give feedback about skills and 
strategies used

ÅôI like how you read on when you came to that 
difficult word.õ 

ÅôI like how you changed your voice to be the 
voice of the character in the storyõ. 

ÅôI noticed that you reread the bit that did not 
make sense.õ 



Talk During Reading

Support the readers independence and 
confidence. Don õt interrupt.

There is no need to interrogate the reader

Ask:

ÅWhat do you think will happen next? 

ÅWhat did you think about that setting? 

ÅWhat do like/ dislike about this book? 

Make it a conversation as you would in a book club . 



Literal questions ςIn the Text

ÅDirectly stated in text

ÅStated in illustration, 
title, label, heading

ÅLinked in consecutive 
sentences

ÅWhat did the author say?
ÅWho?

ÅWhere?

ÅWhen?

ÅDecode
ÅWords

ÅSentences

ÅIdeas



Inferential Questions

ÅSequence of events

ÅMeaning of diagrams + what text says 

ÅMain idea using key words

Å Inferred information + background 
knowledge

ÅLinked across text

What did the author mean ?
ÅHow?

ÅWhy?

ÅWhat?

Think + Search
Read between the lines

Reading Detective



Response

ÅOverall meaning of diagrams + 
text 

ÅPurpose of text

ÅAuthorõs point of view + opinion

What do I think?
ÅWhat?

ÅWhy?

ÅHow?

Respond
ÅWhat did the author want me to 
think?

ÅSo what?



If the Child Gets Stuck

Focus is on Meaning

ÅRead on and collect other clues. 

ÅGo back to the beginning of the sentence 
and re -read what you read.

Å

ÅLook at the illustration and see if there are 
clues there. 

ÅWhat do you think would make sense 
here? 



Comprehending Text Types

ÅA balanced reader reads 
different texts in different ways

ÅChoice

ÅMix of fiction + non -fiction

ÅVariety



Fluency + Phrasing

ÅStudents need to re -read

ÅStudents need to break text 
into meaningful sentences

ÅReaders need to understand 
conventions of text

ÅSound like talking



Fluency + Phrasing

Link word  recognition and understanding

Åfamiliarity with the words 

Åunderstanding content

Åknowledge of phrasing

Åcontext

Åknowledge of what a fluent reader sounds 
like

Åpractice



Sight-word recognition is essential

Åre-read text

Åfluency modeled by expert

Åmultiple exposures

Åautomatic recognition

Åquickness (not speed)

Åsmoothness

Åmusic



Fluency + Phrasing

Daily engagement with 
quality text

Χthe right reader

Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ

Χŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ



Decoding ςPhonological Knowledge

Instruction is Explicit + Integrated

Decoding uses the ability to apply 

phonological and visual 

knowledge to correctly read 

written words. 

Åletter -sound relationships

Åknowledge of letter patterns

Åvisual information



Decoding

Readers should recognize 
and understand 

ÅLetters

ÅSounds

ÅBeginnings of words

ÅBlends

ÅLetter patterns


