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Alex is a DELTA trained teacher trainer 
with over 14 years’ experience of 
working in ELT as a teacher, academic 
director and teacher trainer. Working for 
National Geographic Learning, Alex is 
driven by his passion for developing 
teachers on a global scale and helping 
them to reach their true potential. A 
firm believer in a communicative 
approach to language learning and 
student centered learning, Alex enjoys 
working with innovative, thought-
provoking materials and presenting on a 
wide range of ELT-related topics.
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of Americans say that during 
their last social interaction, 
they took out a phone

89%









How can we make sure the time 
spent on mobile devices will 

lead to better lessons, learning 
outcomes and conversations?



"Conversation is just shifting to take into 
account the various ways technology can be 
used to enhance it. 

We are now finding value in communicating 
via video and images… 

Often these images are then used as talking 
points when we see each other face-to-
face.”

Dr Orlando, Western Sydney University

www.independent.ie/business/technology/are-smartphones-killing-the-
art-of-conversation-37190467.html







Life Upper Intermediate





www.edutopia.org/article/facilitating-class-twitter-chat



BLENDED 
LEARNING



a) a combination of methodologies

b) a combination of face-to-face and 
online teaching

c) a combination of technologies

d) All of the above

Is blended learning

?



“Blended Learning is any time a student learns at least in 
part at a supervised brick-and-mortar location away from 
home and at least in part through online delivery with 
some element of student control over time, place, path 
and pace” 

Stoker, 2011



• Conversation
• Negotiated Interaction
• Production
• Collaboration
• Application

• Self-paced
• Language skills
• Authentic content
• Practice & feedback
• Progress monitoring







BUT 
How do you make the flipped classroom 

ACTIVE and ENGAGING?

How do you ensure the time spent 
outside of class is MEANINGFUL? 

How do you CONNECT independent 
student time with classroom activities? 



What content should we use 
for a flipped ELT classroom?







Four Key Ingredients:
a. Accessibility
b. Active participation / Ownership
c. Guidance / Support
d. Structure and support for F2F interaction





Accessibility:
a. Introducing the speaker
b.Pre-teaching language
c. Point-of-use notes



Ownership
a.Over pace and place
b.Encourages deep 

engagement with the idea 
worth spreading



Guidance
a.The right TED Talks for 

learning English
b.Guiding feedback



Structure and Support
a.Supports real language goals
b.Classroom resources





1. Select the Talk

2. Assign the Talk

3. Students complete 
the lesson

4. Review student work in 
class (optional)

5. Teach in-class 
lessons

Student App
Classroom Presentation Tool

Lesson Plans
Worksheets
Correlations

Components





Find your voice 
in English

NGL.Cengage.com/LearnEnglishwithTEDTalks/resources
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