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Before start today …

Introductions (5 questions) 

•Me

• My students and their writing needs

• You

• Your students and their writing needs



1. Where are you from?



2. How long have you been teaching?



3. Who are your students?



4. Why do your students need  
good writing ability?



5. What are some of the most difficult parts 
of writing in English for YOUR students?



We know that our students need to be able to write well to
be successful in their academic classes. To this end, we
spend a lot of time teaching how to write paragraphs and
essays. However, if we focus on just paragraphs or essays,
we miss the most important component of
both: sentences.

A paragraph or an essay that has multiple sentences
with errors is not a good piece of writing. In today’s talk, we
will focus on how teachers can help students practice good
grammar and good vocabulary in their writing of
sentences. We will look at five activities that help students
learn to write better sentences and thereby improve their
overall writing.



Why focus on SENTENCES?

• The most basic unit of writing

• Essays depend on paragraphs, and paragraphs depend on sentences.  

• The sentence is the key building block of all compositions.

• If your sentences are too faulty, there is little sense in trying to write a 
paragraph.



5 Activities 
for Better Sentences

Today’s activities come from the 5th edition of GREAT WRITING 3.

For each activity, we will discuss the activity and then its positive and 
negative aspects.



5 Activities 
for Better Sentences

1. Writing a sentence with a (new) vocabulary item.

2. Write a sentence with a collocation.

3. Editing sentences within a paragraph with teacher comments.

4. Scrambled sentences

5. Combining sentences into one composed sentence



ACTIVITY   1

Write a sentence with a (new) vocabulary item.





ACTIVITY   1
Write a sentence with a (new) vocabulary item.

POSITIVE
1. Students are writing sentences.
2. Students control the topic and 

are interested.
3. Students can write a sentence 

with more than one vocabulary 
item.

4. Practice grammar + vocabulary.
5. TIME:  Easy to assign.

NEGATIVE
1. Students can make lots of errors.
2. It is hard to correct this type of 

paper.
3. TIME:  A lot of work in scoring.



ACTIVITY   2

Write a sentence with a collocation (or phrase).



doubtful 

commercial 

endurance 

guarantee

abandoned



ACTIVITY   2
Write a sentence with a collocation (or phrase).

1. Students are writing 
sentences.

2. Students are required to think 
about what comes BEFORE 
and AFTER their collocation.

3. Practice more difficult 
vocabulary in an original  
sentence.

4. TIME:  Easy to assign.

1. Students can make lots of 
errors.

2. It is hard to correct this type of 
paper.

3. TIME:  A lot of work in scoring.

POSITIVE NEGATIVE



ACTIVITY   3

Editing sentences within a paragraph 
with teacher comments.





ACTIVITY   3
Editing sentences within a paragraph with teacher comments.

1. Students learn to decipher 
teacher comments.

2. Attention can be focused on 
key errors.

3. Practice grammar + vocabulary 
+ sentence mechanics.

4. TIME:  Easy to assign.

1. Students are not writing 
original sentences.

POSITIVE NEGATIVE



ACTIVITY   4

Scrambled Sentences



Deciding on a job offer requires a great deal of careful thought. 



ACTIVITY   4
Scrambled Sentences

1. It’s like a game.
2. Students can work individually, in  

pairs and small groups
3. CRITICAL THINKING:  Students 

must consider different ways to 
combine info and then evaluate 
the best way to make their 
sentence.

4. TIME:  A little hard to create 
yourself, but you can re-use your 
scrambled pieces.

1. Students are not “writing.”
2. Students are not doing original 

writing.

POSITIVE NEGATIVE



ACTIVITY   5

Combining sentences in one composed sentence.



Sugary drinks are harmful to children’s teeth. 



ACTIVITY   5
Combining sentences in one composed sentence.

1. Students must think critically to 
identify KEY INFORMATION.

2. CRITICAL THINKING:  Students 
must consider different ways to 
combine info and then evaluate 
the best way to make their 
sentence.

3. This can be done as a game.
4. NO GRADING required if done as 

a game in class.

1. Students are not writing original 
sentences (but this task is very 
close to it).

NEGATIVEPOSITIVE



Summary

• Students need to write good sentences.

• Sentence writing is not complicated.  

• We looked at 5 activities.

• Balance activities that allow for a variety of answers with activities 

that have one (or a few) clear answers.



THANK YOU!
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