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Step 1: Warm Up

• Connect to children’s background knowledge by reviewing vocabulary and concepts taught earlier 
in the unit.

• Use flashcards, other visuals, gestures and/or real objects to review. 

• Help children open their Student’s Books to the Language in Use page.

• Have children describe what they see on the page.

Step 2: Present

• Use target vocabulary while pointing to the picture(s) on the Language in Use page.

• Model the language. For example, say Where’s the book? It’s on the table. (Student’s Book 2, Unit 1)

• Say Now listen. Play the audio track or video scene of the language model two times to present 
the model.

• Say Now listen and say. Play the audio track or video scene of the language model again and have 
children repeat.

Step 3: Practice

• Use target language to ask questions and say statements about the picture(s) on the Language in 
Use page, such as How many horses are there? There are 3 horses. (Student’s Book 2, Unit 4)

• Say Now you do it. Have children practice the target language.

• Have children do the Language in Use activity. Model it first by saying each word in the instructions 
and doing the action while children watch. Then help children do the activity. 

• Have children share their completed activity in pairs or small groups. Encourage them to use the 
target language.

• Apply language to new contexts. 

• Use real objects, photos, or flashcards that students are already familiar with to practice target 
language. 

• Try to connect to students’ interests or their lives.

THREE-STEP LANGUAGE IN USE ROUTINE
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Step 1: Warm Up

• Connect to children’s background knowledge by reviewing language taught earlier in the unit. 
Use flashcards, other visuals, gestures, and/or real objects to review. 

• Play the Unit Song audio track or video scene and have children listen. 

• Have children listen and watch as you sing the song and perform the gestures.

• Then say Now let’s all sing the song. Play the song two more times. 

• Encourage children to sing along and do the gestures with you.

Step 2: Present

• Help children open their Student’s Books to the Concepts page.

• Connect the concepts to children’s background knowledge. For example, if you are teaching the 
numbers 8–10, hold up 6–7 items and count them. (Student’s Book 2, Unit 6)

• Have children look at the photo(s) on the Concepts page as they listen, point, and say. Play the 
Concepts audio track or video scene or say each concept word yourself. 

• Model applying the concepts to vocabulary taught earlier in the unit and in prior units. Use 
flashcards, other visuals, gestures and/or real objects to review.

• Help children demonstrate and act out the concepts. Encourage children to participate by saying 
the words out loud or by acting them out.

Step 3: Practice

• Have students open their Student’s Books to the Concepts Practice page. 

• Have students do the Concepts Practice activity. Model it first by saying each word in the 
instructions and doing the action while children watch.

• Help children complete the activity. Encourage them to use the concepts and vocabulary words as 
they talk about the stickers they have placed on the page; for example, Ten ants. (Student’s Book 2, 
Unit 6)

THREE-STEP CONCEPTS ROUTINE
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Step 1: Warm Up

• Connect to children’s background knowledge by reviewing previously learned vocabulary. 

• Use flashcards or theme-related real objects. Hold each one up and ask What’s this? 

• Reinforce target vocabulary by playing fun games, for example, “Simon Says” and charades. 

• Play the Unit Song audio track or video scene and have children respond as they listen with 
a focus. Have them stand, clap, or act out words when they hear target vocabulary or the 
Unit Theme. 

Step 2: Present

• Help children open their Student’s Books to the Song page. 

• Have them describe what they see on the page. Ask relevant Wh- questions while pointing to the 
page: Who is this? Where is this? What do you see? What color is it? How many? 

• Say Let’s listen to a song. Play the Unit Song audio track or video scene. Point to the Song page or 
the video when it shows something from the song lyrics.

• Teach the Unit Song line by line. Then repeat, this time with the gestures. 

• Have children listen and watch as you sing and do the gestures for each line of the song and 
then repeat.

• Play the song two more times. Have children try to sing and do the gestures as they listen. 

Step 3: Practice

• Play the audio track for The Sounds of English for the target sound or make the sound yourself for 
children to repeat.

• Play the Unit Song audio track or video scene and have children respond as they listen with a 
focus on The Sounds of English, especially sounds that are hard to pronounce. 

• Have them raise their hands, stand, or hold up cards when they hear the sound.

• Repeat the song for additional practice, but make it fun by singing it faster each time or by singing it 
softer each time.

• Encourage children to personalize the song. For example, if the song is about animals, have students 
sing about their favorite animals.

THREE-STEP SONG ROUTINE
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Step 1: Warm Up

• Help children open their Student’s Books to the Unit Opener and Vocabulary pages. 

• Connect to children’s background knowledge by looking at the Unit Opener photo. Have children 
describe what they see on the page.

• Say Look. Then point to the photo and ask simple, relevant Wh- questions:  
Who is this? What do you see? Where is this? What color is it? 

• Say Now let’s say the chant. Play the Unit Chant audio track.

• Have children say the Unit Chant together. Have them point to the photo when they say the word.

Step 2: Present

• Say each target word aloud while pointing to the photo on the Vocabulary page.

• Have children repeat each target word twice.

• Play the Vocabulary audio track or video scene or say each target word yourself. Have children 
listen, point, and say. 

• Play the Vocabulary audio track while showing flashcards or theme-related real objects or play 
the Vocabulary video scene.

• Check comprehension by having children 

• name each word correctly with a flashcard.

• act out target vocabulary words when possible.

Step 3: Practice

• Help children open their Student’s Books to the Vocabulary Practice page.

• Point to items on the page and ask What do you see? What’s this? Have children tell you the 
name of each item.

• Have children do the Vocabulary Practice activity. Model it first by saying each word in the 
instructions and doing the action while children watch. Then help children do the activity. Have 
them say the vocabulary words while they do the activity.

• Apply the vocabulary. 

• Personalize instruction by connecting the vocabulary to children’s own lives. For example,  
if the vocabulary is about clothes, ask them to bring their favorite article of clothing in to  
Show and Tell.

• Play a vocabulary game such as “Simon Says,” charades, or flashcard games such as  
“What’s missing?” 

THREE-STEP VOCABULARY ROUTINE
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4 Animals on the Farm

Name: 

Assessment Rubric Very Good Making Progress

Identifies and names a chicken, a cow, a horse, 
a donkey, a duck, a goat

Recognizes the numbers 6 and 7, and uses words for 
those quantities

Uses the language There are [3 horses]. to talk about 
groups of items

Participates actively in class

COMMENTS:

Class: 
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Assessment Worksheet 4.8

4 Animals on the Farm
Name: 

Professional Development Site

Teaching with Welcome to Our World

Hosted and developed by Dr. Joan Kang Shin, a respected trainer of young learner teachers in over one hundred 
countries and series editor for Welcome to Our World Second Edition, the Professional Development segments in  
the Teacher Video provide best practices for teaching English to very young learners using songs and games.  
The segments include:

• using songs with very young learners

• adapting songs to different cultures

• keeping children’s attention

• using games in the classroom

• making and using puppets

• classroom management, and more!

Three-Step Teaching Routines
A series of three-step teaching routines offers teachers a 
streamlined approach to lesson planning. The routines, 
created specifically for the Vocabulary, Song, Concepts, 
and Language in Use content, are a simple tool to 
help teachers successfully execute each lesson 
with minimal planning time. The three-step teaching 
routines are in the back of the Student’s Book  
(on the reverse side of the sticker pages) and 
on ELTNGL.com/wow2e_teacher, along with 
all the other Welcome to Our World Professional 
Development materials.

ELTNGL.com/OurWorldPD

Each level of the Welcome to Our World program 
consists of a brief starter unit, which focuses on teaching 
functional language that is essential for basic social 
interaction in the classroom, plus eight full units. Each 
unit is taught in eight lessons. The final lesson of each 
unit is a project. The core of each lesson has been 
developed for classes with four to six instructional hours 
per week, but the lessons are flexible to accommodate 
classes with differing amounts of instructional time. 

The approach to pacing is flexible. The Generic Pacing 
Guide on page 21 and the unit-specific Pacing Guides 
on the Teacher Companion Site (ELTNGL.com/
wow2e_teacher) provide suggestions for teaching the 
core lessons and can be easily adapted based on class 
time. Because each lesson includes a variety of short 
activities, a teacher with fewer instructional hours can 
choose to use fewer activities in a class. Classes with 
additional instructional time can take advantage of the 
program’s many options for supplementing the core 
lesson:

• Every lesson includes a Worksheet activity. 
Instructions for teaching each worksheet are included 
in the lessons.

• Every lesson includes optional Additional Activities.

• Every unit includes a Project.

• The Activity Book provides four pages of material 
per unit, covering Vocabulary, the Unit Song, The 
Sounds of English, Concepts, and Language in Use, 
along with Review activities. Instructions for using the 
Activity Book are provided at the end of each unit in 
the Lesson Planner. Lesson plans are provided for 
teachers who have additional instruction time to teach 
the activities in class. An option is also provided for 
assigning activities as homework.

• A Big Book Anthology is available for each level of 
the program.

Lesson Structure / Routines
All of the lessons are built around a core routine. 
Routines are reassuring to young children. When 
they know what to expect, they feel more secure and 
confident and are better able to meet challenges. 
Routines also help young children transition smoothly 
from one part of a lesson to the next. This reduces 
classroom disruption and helps make the most effective 
use of class time.

Navigation Panel This panel provides all the essential 
information necessary to prepare for the lesson. It 
includes the lesson objective(s), program resources used 
in the lesson, and the materials needed. It also lists the 
language included in the lesson.

Warm Up Each lesson begins with singing the Hello 
Song, a routine song that helps children transition to 
class time and to speaking English. The Warm Up also 
often includes chants and songs learned in recent 
lessons.

Introduce the Theme The first lesson of each unit 
introduces the theme of the unit through pictures or 
video. These introductions focus only on visuals, not on 
language, so that children have a chance to become 
familiar with the theme and with the larger context of the 
language they will be learning. 

Review This section of the lesson focuses on one or two 
activities designed to quickly and effectively review the 
language introduced in the previous lesson.

Teach / Practice / Use The Teach, Practice, and Use 
sections are the core of each Vocabulary, Song, and 
Concepts lesson. 

• The Teach section focuses on presenting new 
language and having children engage in activities that 
help to familiarize them with the language.

• The Practice section focuses on having children 
demonstrate understanding of previously introduced 
language by applying what they have learned. 

• The Use Language section of the Language in Use 
lesson provides an opportunity for children to apply the 
vocabulary and concepts they have learned in a real-
world context.

Transition Song This routine song is suggested at a 
significant transition point in each lesson. However, the 
teacher can use this song to guide children through any 
transition during the class.

Worksheet Every lesson includes a worksheet activity 
that extends the lesson with engaging activities such as 
coloring, tracing, puzzle-making, cutting and pasting 
activities, and simple crafts.

End the Lesson Each lesson ends with children helping 
to clean up materials used during the class while singing 
the routine Clean Up Song. Then children get ready for 
the end of class by singing the routine Goodbye Song to 
each other.

Additional Features
Additional Activities Each lesson ends with suggestions 
for additional activities based on the language taught or 
practiced in class. 

Teacher Tips Many lessons include helpful teaching and 
classroom management tips.

School Readiness Tips Each unit includes tips 
to help prepare young learners for school. The tips 

For Assessment (Evaluate)

Helping Teachers Succeed

• Printable Assessment Worksheets are available for each unit on the 
Teacher Companion Site.

• A printable Assessment Rubric is available for each unit of the 
Student’s Book. The rubrics provide a quick, easy way for teachers 
to assess very young learners’ understanding of unit vocabulary, 
concepts, and language models as well as their class participation. 
The Assessment Rubrics are available as PDFs and as editable files 
for customization.

• Progress Reports, accessible on the NEW Learning Management 
System, provide teachers with another opportunity to evaluate children. 
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Teaching with Welcome to Our World

focus on three areas of school readiness. Social-
Emotional Learning tips introduce key values through 
suggestions for helping children develop self-awareness, 
self-management, social awareness, relationship skills, 
and responsible decision making. Motor Skills tips 
include suggestions for developing fine motor skills that 
are needed for school-related tasks and self-care, as well 
as gross motor skills needed for physical activities such 
as climbing and jumping. Academic Skills tips connect 
English-language learning to other disciplines, such as 
math and science. Self-Care tips highlight values with a 
focus on preparing children to take responsibility for and 
independently complete tasks such as buttoning coats, 
tying shoes, and washing hands.

Around the World The Song lessons include information 
about the origin of the songs used in the lesson. 

About the Photo Additional useful information is 
provided for the photos in the About the Photo boxes. 

Review/Game sections Two Review/Game sections, 
one after Unit 4 and another after Unit 8, provide an 
opportunity to revisit and reinforce vocabulary and 
concepts from the previous four units in one review 
activity, followed by a game that allows children to put it 
all together and demonstrate understanding through a 
playful activity.

Methodology
Early childhood is a time of rapid cognitive, physical, and 
social growth. Welcome to Our World has been carefully 
designed to meet the specific needs of children at this 
stage of development. The program follows the ideas of 
major educational theorists who have laid the foundation 
for current approaches to teaching young learners.

The following are some of the key instructional principles 
for teaching young learners that serve as the basis for 
the program.

Differentiated Instruction
Challenge Several lessons include optional activities for 
children who have mastered the content and are ready 
to take it one step further. These activities might allow 
more advanced young learners to ask questions or give 
instructions after successfully answering questions or 
following instructions themselves.

Modify for Success Several lessons include options 
to modify activities and provide scaffolding for children 
who need extra support. Tips for adjusting instruction 
to support different types of learners are connected 
to specific activities, but can be applied as needed 
throughout the units.

Learning by Doing
Children learn by doing and by interacting with their 
environment. Welcome to Our World recognizes the 
importance of creating opportunities for children to learn 
by doing and by interacting with their environment. 

Children also learn through physical movement. A 
majority of activities in Welcome to Our World focus on 
teaching through Total Physical Response (TPR). TPR 
is a method of teaching language that uses physical 
movement to react to verbal input. The process mimics 
the way we learn language as infants, and reduces stress 
and inhibitions.

TPR is an extremely effective approach to teaching 
young language learners because it allows children 
with limited English to build receptive understanding of 
language. It is only when receptive understanding is solid 
that children can comfortably and effectively progress to 
productive use of the language. This method is perfectly 
suited to teaching young children, as these learners 
are easily engaged by activities involving movement. 
Furthermore, TPR activities help young children develop 
their gross motor skills. Suggestions are also provided for 
children with limited mobility so that all language learners 
have an option to engage and react to verbal cues.

Instructional Variety and Balance 
Young children have very short attention spans. For 
preprimary instruction to be effective and maintain the 
interest of young learners, lessons must include a variety 
of activities with varied content and pace. They must 
also include a balance between quieter activities, such 
as crafts and bookwork, and physical activities, such as 
songs with gestures and TPR games. 

Every lesson of Welcome to Our World has been 
designed to achieve an effective balance of variety and 
pacing.

One of the most exciting ways in which Welcome to Our 
World brings variety into the preprimary classroom is 
through songs. Each unit includes a simplified traditional 
song from around the world. Children love singing 
songs, and there are many well-researched benefits 
to using songs to teach language to young children. 
Research shows that the sounds and rhythms of songs 
help reinforce vocabulary and language structures. 
Songs improve listening skills and help children hear and 
practice the pronunciation, rhythm, and intonation of the 
language they are learning. Songs involve the learner 
actively, especially when taught with gestures, as all of 
the songs in Welcome to Our World are.

However, it is not only the inclusion of songs that 
provides variety in Welcome to Our World, but also the 
great variety within the songs themselves. Unlike what 
is typically found in preprimary programs, each song 
reflects a different culture, providing diversity in the 
sounds and rhythms of the songs. This musical variety 
keeps the class exciting, and keeps children interested 
and motivated.

Vocabulary Development
A number of important principles for teaching vocabulary 
to young learners are integral to vocabulary instruction in 
Welcome to Our World.

• It is essential that vocabulary be presented to young 
learners in small, manageable amounts.

• Vocabulary should be introduced and initially taught 
through activities that focus on listening and doing. 
Such an approach allows children to focus on the new 
vocabulary receptively.

• Once children have a strong receptive understanding 
of the vocabulary, the same vocabulary should be 
practiced with activities that encourage children to  
use the words.

•  In order for vocabulary to be retained by young 
children, they must have frequent opportunities to 
revisit and recycle new words. Recycling builds 
upon and reinforces previously learned language 
and exposes children to target vocabulary in 
multiple contexts. The songs and chants are a fun 
and engaging way for children to revisit vocabulary 
throughout each unit.

Relevant and Meaningful Language
Research has shown that language is acquired most 
effectively when it is relevant to the learner and used  
in meaningful contexts. Each unit of Welcome to Our 
World focuses on a theme chosen for its relevance, 
importance, and interest to children of this age.  
This relevance gives meaningful context to language  
learning, which helps children use and remember 
the language they have learned. It is also important 
that children have the opportunity to personalize the 
language they have learned and to connect it to  
real-life, meaningful contexts. Such opportunities  
exist throughout Welcome to Our World.

Support
The younger the learner, the more important the teacher’s 
role is in scaffolding the learning process. Teachers 
must make tasks comprehensible for young learners. 

They must also provide clear, simplified explanations 
and model their expectations, when appropriate. The 
Welcome to Our World Lesson Planner provides the 
teacher with detailed instructions and scripting for each 
step of every lesson so that the teacher can confidently 
provide all the support needed by the children. 

Exposure to Other Cultures
Young learners will grow up using English as an 
international language to speak to people from all over 
the world. Because children are growing up in a more 
connected world, it is important that they become aware 
of other cultures from the earliest age possible. Exposure 
to people and places beyond those already familiar to 
them helps children learn about the diversity of other 
cultures, while also helping them to see the similarities 
between people and cultures around the world. Welcome 
to Our World was developed to provide children with the 
benefits of working with materials that reflect both their 
everyday lives and the broader world they are a part of.

A girl on an ice 
slide in China

Listen, point, and say. TR: 5.1

Listen and say. TR: 5.2a

Shorts and Sweaters5
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Assessment
At this level, children’s progress is not usually measured 
through formal tests. Instead, it is assessed through 
ongoing informal evaluation. Teachers learn a great 
deal about each child’s progress simply by listening to 
how each child participates in class, and by viewing 
the work the child does in class. The Review lesson of 
each unit in the Lesson Planner includes an Assessment 
Worksheet that teachers can use to gather information 
for evaluating children’s progress at the end of the unit. 
The Assessment Worksheet for each unit, as well as 
an Assessment Rubric, can be found on the Teacher 
Companion Site.
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Welcome to Our World Video Program

Teaching with  
Video 
Welcome to Our World has a unique video program 
hosted and developed by Dr. Joan Kang Shin, a 
respected trainer of teachers of young learners around 
the world, and a series editor for Welcome to Our World. 
This video program, designed to meet the specific needs 
of early childhood educators, will help teachers improve 
their classroom practice and use the series effectively 
with their very young learners.

Bringing the World into the Classroom 
Welcome to Our World uses video to connect children 
in preprimary classrooms around the globe. Short 
videos show children from a variety of countries singing 
songs from their cultures in their own language, as 
well as adaptations of these same songs in English. 
With more than thirty children’s songs from more than 
fifteen different countries in Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa, Europe, North America, South America, and 
the Caribbean, the music program introduces children 
to a broad range of cultures and languages. These 
song videos provide a unique and exciting way to help 
children recognize that there are many different cultures 
in the world beyond their own.

All unit songs have been adapted from traditional 
children’s songs from various countries around the world 
by Dr. Shin. We chose songs from different countries for 
various reasons. These songs introduce young learners 
to people, places, and cultures from all over the world, 
reflecting our commitment to forming global citizens and 
celebrating diversity. In addition, children’s songs, no 
matter what their origin, share common themes about the 
routines that all children experience around the world, 
so young learners can relate to them on a personal 
level. These songs are thematically and musically 
age-appropriate and have stood the test of time.

Video Program Components 
The Welcome to Our World video program has been 
designed for teachers to use as a resource both for 
preparing lessons and for teaching lessons. All videos 
are presented in short, manageable chunks that are easy 
for teachers to use for lesson planning and classroom 
presentations.

Student’s Book Video Video is one of the best ways to 
help teachers bring their classrooms to life. Video can 
provide effective, natural language models for children. 
Welcome to Our World provides over two hours of video 
per level in short clips that can help teachers present the 
content of each unit. The children-facing video segments 
for each of the eight units are available for both children 
and teachers online. They accompany the Student’s 
Book and can be used easily at home to give children 
more practice with the language they are learning in 
class. They include: 

• Vocabulary: the first two to three target vocabulary 
words in the unit presented through photos, audio, and 
animation 

• Listen to the Song: the unit song performed in 
English by children in the song’s country of origin

• Vocabulary: the target vocabulary presented through 
photos, audio, and animation 

• Sing Along: the unit song performed by professional 
singers 

• Concepts: the concepts presented through photos, 
audio, and animation 

• Language in Use: a communicative language model 
presented through animated mascot dialogues 

Teacher Video Using video is an effective way to 
demonstrate good teaching practices. The video 
program provides many models for teaching activities 
and games. The video also provides models for song 
instruction. All videos are available online for teachers. 
The three Getting Ready video segments for each 
unit give a comprehensive introduction to the Welcome 
to Our World music program. These videos acquaint 
teachers with the program and explain how the use of 
songs is not only developmentally appropriate but is also 
an opportunity to build cross-cultural awareness. The 
videos give teachers the tools they need to teach songs 
to very young learners. They also show teachers how to 
adapt songs to different cultures, which is the basis of 
the music program in Welcome to Our World.

• Overview All unit songs have been adapted from 
traditional children’s songs from various countries 
around the world by Dr. Shin. The overview includes 
an introduction to each unit song, information about 
each song’s origin, and an explanation of how the 
song connects to the target vocabulary and content 
concepts. In addition, information is given about how 
each song was adapted for use in Welcome to Our 
World. Each overview ends with video of children from 
around the world singing songs from their country or 
culture in their own language. 

• Learn the Gestures Here, Dr. Shin teaches the song 
line by line, with gestures and movements that help 
make the song’s lyrics comprehensible. Wherever 
possible, she uses gestures from the original song. 
The gestures help children not only learn the target 
vocabulary but also retain it. In addition, the gestures 
help children develop fine and gross motor skills, 
which are essential for very young learners. 

• Teaching the Song Dr. Shin demonstrates engaging 
activities to teach the language in the song or to play 
games using the song. Instructional ideas help the 
teacher use the song as the centerpiece for classroom 
instruction.

Additional teacher videos to help teachers improve their 
classroom practice include:

• Routine Song Videos: eight routine songs performed 
by Dr. Joan Kang Shin or a professional singer 

• Using Routine Song Videos: routine songs taught 
line by line, with additional ideas for use in class 

• Professional Development Videos: twelve 
instructional videos that demonstrate effective games 
and activities which can be used throughout the 
program:

1. Introduction to the Music Program 

2. Using Songs with Very Young Learners 

3. Adapting Songs to Different Cultures 

4. Hands-on Games

5. Movement Games

6. Song Games

7. Flashcard Games

8. Mini Flashcard Games

9. Keeping Children’s Attention 

10. Making Puppets

11. Using Puppets 

12. Making and Using Play Dough 

ELTNGL.com/OurWorldPD

Games The games videos include many different types 
of language games that are developmentally appropriate 
and effective for teaching English. Many of these 
games are used in the Lesson Planner as a part of the 
instruction. The games include Charades, Telephone, 
Simon Says, Memory, and Pass the Cup. These and 
other enjoyable games are explained and demonstrated 
within the context of a Welcome to Our World unit. The 
videos provide models to follow when teaching specific 
games. Additional ideas for games can be found on 
the Teacher Companion Site (ELTNGL.com/wow2e_
teacher). 

Other Classroom Ideas The last four videos provide 
additional ideas for building classroom management 
skills and keeping children active and engaged. 
Teachers are instructed in appropriate methods for 
getting and keeping children’s attention. One of the 
videos shows teachers how to make and use puppets 
and play dough. Puppets and play dough are two very 
popular tools for encouraging interaction and creativity in 
the preprimary classroom.
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