
GOALS Lesson A
/   Identify coming-of-age events
/   Make predictions and discuss future 

needs and plans

Lesson B
/   Explain generational trends
/   Describe important milestones in 

your life

A woman poses in her wedding 
dress in Havana, Cuba.

3

LOOK AT THE PHOTO. ANSWER THE 
QUESTIONS.

1.  A milestone is an important life event. What 
milestone is pictured here?

2.  How do the people in the photo feel?

3.  What are some other important milestones?

MILESTONES

WARM-UP VIDEO

WORD BANK
retirement community a place where 
older people live

stuck unable to move from a place

A Watch the first part of the video about Evelyn. 
Write the missing words.

1.  We used to have a  here to 
take people to the grocery store.

2.  A lot of people were  
around here.

3.  I said, “Joyce, I’ll get you to the grocery 
store every .”

4.  I lost my driver’s license because somebody 
thought I was too .

5.  I went to  it .

6.  And I  it.

B Read the quotes from Evelyn. Then watch the 
rest of the video and answer the questions. 
What do the quotes mean? What do you think 
of Evelyn? How would you describe her?

“I don’t have money to give, but I can give 
myself, and my time.”

“I don’t do this so you think I’m great.”

C Retell the full story with a partner. Take turns 
and use your own words.



VOCABULARY

GROWING UP3A

Inuit boys spend several days in the Arctic wilderness of Northern Canada when they are 11 or  
12 years old. They live in tents with their fathers and learn how to hunt and fish as part of a 
coming-of-age* tradition.

*coming-of-age the change from childhood to adulthood

WORD BANK
child / childhood
adult / adulthood

A Look at the photo and read the text. What coming-of-age traditions  
or events do you know? What happens?

B Complete the coming-of-age events with a word or phrase from the box.  
Then circle the ones that you have done.

credit card  date  election  entrance exam  job  test  weekend

1. apply for a    credit card   

2. get a part-time 

3. pass a driving 

4. vote in an 

5. go on a first 

6. take an 

7. go away for the  without 
your family

C Look at your answers in B. Discuss your experiences with a partner.

• For the items you circled, tell your partner one more piece of information.

I applied for a credit card three months  
ago. I used it to buy books for school.

• For the items you haven’t circled, explain why you haven’t done them.

I haven’t voted in an election  
yet. I’m too young.

LISTENING

A Imagine you can go anywhere in the world on vacation. Where would  
you go? What would you do there? Share with a partner.

B Listen to the first part of a speech. Complete the sentences. 19

The audience is a group of . They are going .

C Listen for details. Listen to the full speech. Circle the two correct answers 
for each sentence. 20

1. Many of your classmates are .

a. studying for their driving test  b. going on a first date  c.  getting a part-time job

2. Some of you may feel .

a. brave b. excited c. nervous

3. Trying hard to  English is wonderful. 

a. learn b. speak c. write

4. Don’t just . 

a. read English b. stay at home c. speak with people from your country

5. Ludwig Wittgenstein was . 

a. Austrian b. a philosopher c. born 100 years ago

D Listen again. Complete each quote from the speech. What do you think the  
sentences mean? Do you agree with them? 20

1. Do you know what an accent is? It’s a sign of .

2. A foreign language is like a . If you don’t use it, it gets weaker.

3. When you learn a new language, it’s like joining a .

4. Speaking English is going to open many new  for you.

5. The limits of my language are the limits of my .

E PRONUNCIATION: Emphasizing content words Listen to and repeat the sentences. Notice  
how the underlined words are stressed. 21

1. A foreign language is like a muscle.

2. They’re always arguing like cats and dogs.

3. Your explanation is as clear as mud. 

4. Last night, I slept like a log.

WORD BANK
accent the way you 
pronounce words

bravery the quality of 
overcoming fear in a  
scary situation

When you lift weights, 
you make your muscles 
stronger.

 i  A simile uses like or 
as to compare two things 
in an interesting way.

Find two similes in D. 

Students take photos in Walker 
Canyon, California. The “super 
bloom” of flowers is popular with 
both visitors and locals.
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B Practice the conversation with a partner.

C Check (✓) the items you plan to do in 
the future. Add one more item to the list. 

 apply for a credit card
 get a new job
 go away for the weekend
 move
 take an important test
 vote in an election
 work overseas
 

A Listen to and read the conversation. Which 
statement about Max is true? 22

Yuna: Hey, Max. What are you doing?

Max: I’m studying to get my license.

Yuna:  But I thought you already had it. Didn’t 
you take the driving test recently?

Max: Yeah, I did. But I failed it.

Yuna: Oh, no.

Max:  Don’t worry. I’m planning to take it again 
next week.

Yuna:  So soon? Why don’t you give yourself 
more time to study?

Max:  I can’t. I need to get my license right away 
because I’m going to prom next month.

Yuna: How fun!

Max:  Yeah, and I want to 
drive to the dance  
if I can.

a.  He’s passed his driving test.

b.  He’s going to prom with Yuna.

c.  He’s preparing to retake an exam.

SPEAKING

GRAMMAR

A Read the Unit 3, Lesson A Grammar Reference in the appendix.  
Complete the exercises. Then do the exercises below.

REVIEW OF FUTURE FORMS

Make a prediction
I think I’ll pass / I’m going to pass my driving test.
Do you think he’ll win / he’s going to win the election?
She’s going to have a baby.

State a future plan They’re going to work part-time.
They’re working part-time this summer.

Pre-arranged events The bus is leaving / leaves at 10:00 tomorrow morning.

B Unscramble the questions. What future form is used in each? How is it used?

1. go / you / planning / away / to / when / next / are

 

2. what / are / home / you / today / going / time

 

3. you / election / the / will / next / in / vote

 

4. next / are / big / taking / exams / you / any / semester

 

5. will / life / different / future / the / be / your / in

 

6. graduate / do / year / next / you

 

C Work with a partner. Take turns asking and answering  
the questions in B. Ask follow-up questions.

 i  Use how + adjective 
to express a strong 
feeling: how fun, how 
embarrassing, how nice 
of you.

 i  Use will for quick 
decisions / offers:  
(phone ringing) I’ll get it!

Students in the United States dress 
up for a dance called a “prom” at the 
end of their last year of high school. 
It is a big event in a teenager’s life.

When are you planning 
to go away next?

That’s great! Where 
are you going?

In December. We’re 
planning to take  

a family vacation.

We’re going to go 
to Brazil.

www

Fernando de 
Noronha, Brazil

SPEAKING STRATEGY 23

Talking about plans Talking about needs

planning + infinitive
 
 
going to + base 
form
thinking about + 
gerund

I’m planning to 
retake the driving 
test.
I’m going to vote 
in the next election.
I’m thinking about 
going to prom.

need + 
infinitive

I need to 
pack my 
bags.

D Tell a partner what you plan to do and when. What do you need to do to 
make it happen?

Fernando de 
Noronha, Brazil
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* Cost of living is money needed to 
afford basic expenses. 

ACTIVE ENGLISH Try it out!

A In groups of three or four, write each expression from the box below  
on a slip of paper and fold each paper. Each group puts their papers in a 
bag or hat.

YES NO MAYBE

Absolutely!
For sure!
Of course!

No way!
Not a chance!
It’s not going to happen!

It’s possible.
Maybe.
Who knows?

B What would you like to know about your future? Think of four Yes / No 
questions and write them down. Do not show anyone yet.

Example:  

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

C Ask the Magic Answer Bag your first  question. A member of your group 
shakes the bag, pulls out an answer, and reads it aloud. Write the  answer 
below the question in B. Take turns asking your questions.

D Discuss the Magic Answer Bag’s answers. Do you think they were 
accurate? Why or why not?

Will I pass my college / university entrance exam?

VOCABULARY

A Read the definition for generation in the Word Bank. What 
generations are there in your country? Which one are you part 
of? Who do you know in the other generations?

B Read about trends from a study about millennials in the US. 
Look up any words you don’t know in your dictionary.

1.  Millennials (people born between 1981 and 1996) were more 
likely to stay at home after graduation from college. They 
have been slow to move out of the home.

2.  Many enrolled in college and got advanced degrees.

3.  More millennial women are employed outside the home than 
women in previous generations.

4.  Millennials are falling in love and getting married later. More 
of them are putting off marriage or not getting married at all.

5.  After marriage, they are waiting longer to start a family.

6.  They are more concerned about saving money for retirement.

C Discuss the questions with a partner. 

1.  Which trends are true for millennials in your country?  
Explain, with examples. 

2.  Do you think these trends will continue for Generation Z 
(people born from 1997–2012)? Why or why not?

BIG CHANGES3B

   GOALS Now I can . . . 

Identify coming-of-age events 

Make predictions and discuss future needs 
and plans 

1. Yes, I can.

2. Mostly, yes.

3. Not yet.

3A

 i  Use be + adjective 
to talk about a state: be 
employed, be married

You can use get + 
adjective to talk about a 
process: get married, get 
divorced

WORD BANK
generation all the people 
in a society who are born 
around the same time 
likely probably true
put off (something) to 
delay (doing something) 
until a later time

The Magic 
Answer Bag 
can predict your 
future. You ask 
it a question and 
then reach in 
and pull out your 
answer.

Will I get a good grade 
on my next exam?

I’m sorry. The answer 
is No way!

Cultures around the 
world have different 
ways to try to predict the 
future. This woman in 
France uses tarot cards. 

Because of the high cost of living* 
in cities, many millennials have 
roommates when they leave home.
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READING

When Neil Richardson retired, he and his 

wife decided to move to Braintree, a small 

city northeast of London. Neil didn’t know 

anyone there, but he was still looking forward 

to starting his new life in a new place.

One day, while Neil was in a cafe in town, 

a customer approached him. The man 

said, “You look just like John Jemison.” Neil 

didn’t know anyone by that name. Then the 

manager of the cafe saw Neil and said, 

“Oh, hello John!” Neil explained to both men 

that he wasn’t John. His name was Neil 

Richardson. He showed them a credit card to 

prove his identity.

It was a simple case of mistaken identity, 

and people continued to mistake Neil for 

John. Then about a year later, on a day trip 

with a local history group, the two men met 

face-to-face—and Neil finally understood. 

They looked almost exactly alike! And, to 

their surprise, they lived right around the 

corner from each other.

There were other coincidences, too. As 

young adults, both Neil and John enrolled in 

the same college (though at different times). 

Later, they got jobs teaching the same 

subject: religious education. Both men also 

fell in love quickly—they each proposed after 

knowing their future wives for only a week. 

They both got married and have stayed with 

the same women for 50 years. And they both 

write poetry.

Tim Spector is a professor of genetics1 at 

King’s College in London. He has studied 

a number of people like Neil and John: 

two people that look alike but are not 

related. Professor Spector says that most 

of us probably have two or three copies of 
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A Choose the best title for the article.

1.  A Strange Experience of Identity Theft

2.  Twin Brothers Meet for the First Time 

3.  Almost Identical Strangers

B Skim paragraphs 1–4 of the article. Circle any 
unfamiliar words. Then follow the steps in the 
Academic Skill box.

C Read the article. Write T for true or F for false. 
Rewrite the false sentences in your notebook.

1.    When Neil moved to Braintree, he was 
happy to be near his friend John.

2.    The cafe manager thought that Neil was 
John.

3.    Neil showed the cafe manager his credit 
card in order to pay his bill.

4.    Both men taught at the same school.

5.    Neil and John have different fathers but 
share the same mother.

D Find the words in the box in the reading. Make sure 
you understand their meaning. Then use the words 
to complete the sentences.

coincidence (line 23)     propose (line 28)

mistaken (line 15)     prove (line 14)

1.  Are you Ms. Smith? No? I’m sorry, I must be 
.

2.  They were both born on the same day. What a 
!

3.  Did he  to you? What did you say?

4.  How can you  her identity?

E Discuss the questions.

1.  Tim Spector says that 
we all probably have 
copies of ourselves out 
in the world. Do you 
think this is accurate? 
Why or why not?

2.  Have you ever seen 
or met your double? 
Have you seen another 
person’s double?

3.  Has a person ever mistaken you for someone 
else? Where were you? What happened?

Neil Richardson and 
John Jemison look in 
a mirror. Do you think 
they look the same?

ourselves out there in the world. 

There’s even a website where you 

can upload a picture of yourself 

and try to find your double.

Look-alikes have met each other at 

work, at weddings, and even while 

on vacation. Most people, though, 

learn about their double from 

someone else when they say, “I 

know someone who looks just like 

you!” What are the chances that 

you’ll actually meet your look-alike, 

the way Neil and John did? About 

one in a million, probably. But it’s 

still fun to imagine. 24

1  Genetics is the study of how 
characteristics are passed from  
parent to child.

40

45

50

ACADEMIC SKILL
Identifying Unfamiliar 
Words
1.  Use context clues to 

define the words.
2.  Look up the meaning of 

unknown words.
3.  Write synonyms for 

the new words in your 
notebook.
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LISTENING

A Think about different periods in your life. Answer the questions. Explain 
your answers to a partner.

1.  When do you think childhood ends and adolescence begins?

2.  What about adolescence? When does adolescence end and 
adulthood begin?

B Listen for the main idea. Listen. What would be the best title for  
the lecture? 25  

a. Adulthood May Begin Later than You Think

b. The Social Reasons for Putting Off Adulthood

c. Today’s Adolescents Don’t Want to Grow Up

C What did doctors use to think about the beginning of adulthood? What do some 
doctors think now? Listen and circle the correct ages to complete row 1. 26

In the past Now
1. When adulthood begins 19  20  22  25 19  20  22  25

2. Social issues

D Listen and circle the items below that you hear. Then write each letter under the 
correct heading (In the past or Now) in row 2 in C. 27  

GRAMMAR

A Read the Unit 3, Lesson B Grammar Reference in the appendix. Complete the  
exercises. Then do the exercises below.

OBJECT RELATIVE CLAUSES WITH WHERE, WHEN, AND WHY

Neil lived in the same city where John lived. We use place words like place and city before where.

2013 was the year when Neil retired. We use time words like time, day, and year before when.

I don’t know the reason why they look alike. We can use the word reason before why to give an 
explanation.

B Complete the sentences with where, when, or why. Then practice retelling  
the story with a partner.

1.  Neil moved to the town  John lived.

2.  Neil was in a cafe  John often went. Someone called him “John.”

3.  There was a reason  people confused John and Neil.  
They looked almost identical!

4.  Neil and John were on a day trip  they first met.

5.  They found out they had a lot in common. For example, they both had known  
their girlfriends for only a week  they proposed.

6.  Also, Neil studied at the college  John studied.

7.  Finally, Neil lived in the neighborhood  John was living.

8.  Neil and John not only look alike, but their lives are very similar. That’s another  
reason  this story is so surprising.

C Answer questions 1–4 in your notebook using where, when, or why. 

1.  What is a place you want to visit?  
I want to visit a place . . .

2.  Why do students study English? 
There’s a reason . . .   It’s because . . .

3.  What is an important childhood 
memory? I will always remember 
the time . . .

4.  How would you describe your 
school? It’s a place . . .

D Use the questions in C to interview three people. Take notes on their answers.

E What answers were common in D? What was the most interesting answer?

WORD BANK
adolescent / adolescence
dependent
emerging
grow up

E Discuss the following with a partner. 

1.  Summarize. Summarize the information in C. Use these sentences. 

In the past, doctors thought that adulthood began . . .    
People used to . . . 
Now doctors say it begins at . . .      
These days, more people are . . . 

2.  Doctors now use the term emerging adulthood. How would you describe  
a person who is an emerging adult? Use your own words. Do you think  
the term is accurate?

3.  Do you think of yourself as an emerging adult? Why or why not?

a. get married younger

b. put off getting married

c. dependent on parents for money

d. move out

e. move back home

 f. have children later

g. stay at home longer

The University of 
Coimbra, Portugal
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Neil and John didn’t 
know each other. 
Neil retired and 
moved to the town 
where John lived.

It’s a beautiful place 
where people can 
relax and enjoy 
learning. 



A Think about a time you started something new (e.g., a new school, job, 
sport, or other activity). What happened? How did you feel? Tell a partner.

B Watch the video about Dominique Gonçalves starting a new job. Number 
the events in the order they happen.

 Joyce met Dominique.
  Dominique became manager of the Elephant Ecology Project in 
Gorongosa National Park.

 Joyce was inspired to be a conservationist by Jane Goodall.
 Dominique knew she could do the job alone.
 Dominique went out to see the elephants by herself.
  Joyce taught Dominique how to use markings to track the 
elephants.

  A large elephant came very close to Dominique and put his  
head down.

C Think again about the time you started something new. Answer the 
questions. Take notes in your notebook.

1. Did anybody inspire you or help you? 

2. When did you know you could or couldn’t do it? What happened?  
If you stopped, what do you think would have helped you?

D Share your answers with a partner.

GLOBAL VOICES

   GOALS Now I can . . . 

Explain generational trends 

Describe important milestones in my  
life 

1. Yes, I can.

2. Mostly, yes.

3. Not yet.

3B

ACTIVE ENGLISH Try it out! 

A Complete the end of each sentence in Row A with a milestone from  
Row B. Then complete the beginning of the sentence with information  
that is true for you. Write six sentences in total.

Row A  is the year 
when I .

 is the place 
where I .

 is the age  
when I .

Row B

was born
got my first 
graduated from 
was given a nickname

got my first paycheck
fell in love
went on vacation
went to college

passed a big exam
moved out of my parents’ 
house
got a part-time job
got married

For example:  2000 is the year when I was born.  Lima is the place where I went to college.

B On a piece of paper, make a list. Follow these steps.

1. Write down the words and numbers you used to complete the  
sentences in A on separate pieces of paper.

2. Mix up the words and numbers on the list.

C Exchange papers with a partner. Follow these steps.

1. Take turns asking and answering questions about the milestones.

2. For each item, ask at least two follow-up questions.

Why is the number 
19 important to you?

It’s the age when I 
got a part-time job.

I worked in the library on 
campus. It was only 10 hours 

a week, but I liked it!

What kind of job 
did you get?

D Join another pair. Tell the group one interesting thing you learned  
about your partner.

E WRITING Write about an important event from your life. Turn to the  
Writing appendix to see an example. Follow the directions there.

Milestones in my life

19

2003

Mexico City

2009

24

McGill University

Dominique Gonçalves at 
Gorongosa National Park 
in Mozambique
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A community center is a place where 

people from the same area can meet for 

social, educational, or sports activities.

A Read the definition above. Then listen to four people talk about their community center. Complete the 
reasons they give for going to a community center. Why might you go to a community center? 28  

1. I go there  I want to take a  and learn something new.

2. My center is the place  I get the latest local news and .

3. I like to hang out there and  about sports or just  with friends.

4. I’m an   , so I love the 7 a.m. exercise class.

B Read the information in the box. Answer the questions about the community center.

Imagine that your city is planning to invest in a community center next year. The new center will 
be in your school’s neighborhood. City officials want to get the public’s opinion about the project. 
If you already have a community center, imagine that your city is upgrading the current one.

1. Use three words to describe your neighborhood: It’s an area that is  

 .

2. Have you ever been to a community center? If so, what did you do there? If not, why not?

 

3. Who should have access to the new center? (You can choose more than one.)  
Children / Teenagers / Adults

4. When should the center be open to the public? Daytime hours / Daytime and evening hours

5. Should the city repair an old space or build a new building?  

6. How many rooms should the center have?  

7. Should it be free to use the center? Yes / No If not, how much should it cost?  

REAL WORLD LINK SET UP A COMMUNITY CENTER UNITS 1–3
8. Write two rules you can think of for the center.  

 

9. Which of these activities interest you? Check () your top three.

Social activities Educational activities Sports activities

   Meet a friend in the cafe for 
a cup of coffee

   Join an informal English 
conversation group

   Attend a game night 
(board games, cards, etc.)

   Attend a community dance
  My idea: 

   Use the center’s computers
   Take a driver’s education 

class (to get your license)
   Attend monthly lectures on 
different topics

   Sign up for a language 
class

   Register for a job training 
program

  My idea: 

   Play basketball (or another 
sport) in the gym

   Go to an exercise class
   Attend a yoga class
  My idea: 

C Work with a partner. Discuss your answers in B. Talk about any  
differences and explain your reasoning.

D You are going to do a project. Choose an option below.

Option 1: Interview two people

What do people in your neighborhood think about a new community center  
(or an upgrade to an existing one)? Interview two people outside of class,  
using questions 1–8 in B. How do other people’s ideas compare with yours? 
Summarize the information.

Option 2: Write a press release

A press release is an official statement given to the media announcing new 
information. Write a press release of 75–125 words about the new community 
center. Your press release should include:

•   a headline that grabs your readers’ attention.

•   basic information about the new or upgraded center. Use B for ideas.

Include a sentence that begins with It’s for people who . . .

Option 3: Create a floor plan

You are going to decide on the layout of your center. First sketch out the rooms, 
including windows and doors. Then label each room. (Your center should have at 
least one meeting room, a bathroom, a reception area, and an office. Other rooms 
are optional.) Use B for ideas.

Answer these questions: What colors are you going to use? How will the layout 
keep the center clutter-free and running efficiently? What will you repair, repaint, 
and install in the rooms?

E Take turns sharing your summary, press release, or floor plan with a partner. What 
is one interesting or surprising thing your partner shared?

I think our center should 
have a lot of sports activities 
because there aren’t any 
parks nearby.

That’s a great idea. 
Maybe we can . . .

The West Vancouver Community 
Center in West Vancouver, Canada
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