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1
Reality Check
Media

page 2

Words related to news 
media

Collocations with 
media

 A class discussion about  
fear in the media

 Note-taking Skill  Abbreviations 
for numerical information

 Listening Skill  Recognize the 
repetition of important details

 Three talks about 
preferred news sources

Explain your preferred news 
sources

 Communication Skill  Ask 
rhetorical questions

 A conversation 
about news headlines

Prioritize different news 
stories

Words to talk about 
fake images

Forms of detect, 
misrepresent, 
misuse, and verify

  TED Talk  
Fake Videos of Real People—
and How to Spot Them 
Supasorn Suwajanakorn

 Pronunciation Skill  Thought 
groups

Analyze an infographic 
about how to recognize 
fake content online

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about different 
kinds of false information

Individual presentation: 
The reliability of a news 
source.

 Presentation Skill  Start 
with a question

2
Self Therapy
Health
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Words related to 
habits

Forms of adopt, 
adjust, modify, and 
persevere

 A video podcast about 
improving your life

 Note-taking Skill  Use visuals to 
guide note-taking

 Listening Skill  Listen for 
supporting evidence

 Four excerpts from 
advertisements

Persuade a friend to break a 
bad habit

 Communication Skill  Start 
with selling points

 A talk about a life-
changing product

Persuade someone to 
start using a product

Words related 
to feelings and 
behavior

Collocations with 
emotional

  TED Talk  
The Hidden Power of Smiling 
Ron Gutman

 Pronunciation Skill Dropped t and 
d sounds

Analyze an infographic 
about different types of 
smile

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about the effects of 
smiling

Individual presentation: 
A habit that can 
upgrade your life

 Presentation Skill  Use 
visuals effectively

3
More than Words
Business

page 42

Words related to 
communication

Different meanings of 
objective and grasp

  TED-Ed  
How Miscommunication 
Happens (and How to Avoid It)

 Note-taking Skill  Focus on 
essential ideas and details

 Listening Skill  Understand 
analogies

 Two short talks 
containing useful analogies

Explain how you would 
handle different situations

 Communication Skill  Use 
contrast

 A conversation 
about a business 
meeting

Help solve a 
communication 
problem

Words related to 
charity

Verbs and nouns 
with the prefix co-

  TED Talk  
Want to Help Someone? Shut 
Up and Listen! 
Ernesto Sirolli

 Pronunciation Skill  Pauses for 
effect

Analyze an infographic 
about listening styles

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about listening 
effectively

Group presentation: 
How listening more 
would benefit certain 
groups

 Presentation Skill  Use 
gestures effectively

4
Risk Takers
Psychology
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Words related to risk

Idioms containing the 
word odds

  TED-Ed  
The Psychology behind 
Irrational Decisions

 Note-taking Skill  Note 
technical terms

 Listening Skill  Understand 
technical terms

 A talk about logical 
fallacies

Help a listener follow along 
as you explain a concept

 Communication Skill  Help 
listeners follow ideas

 A talk about 
perceived risk and 
actual risk

Identify and explain 
risks that are often 
misunderstood

Words related to 
risky behavior

Forms of the word 
mature

  TED Talk  
How Risk-Taking Changes a 
Teenager’s Brain 
Kashfia Rahman

 Pronunciation Skill  Digraphs and 
Consonant Clusters

Analyze an infographic 
about risk assessment

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about risk, 
consequence, and reward

Group presentation: 
How risk-taking can 
be both beneficial and 
harmful

 Presentation Skill  Use 
personal anecdotes

5
Food for Thought
Sustainability
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Words related to 
farming and food

Forms of consume, 
equivalent, and 
harvest

  TED-Ed  
Should We Eat Bugs?

 Note-taking Skill  Notice time 
references

 Listening Skill  Recognize 
persuasive language

 Three short talks about 
sustainable farming

Explain why some foods 
might be good or bad

 Communication Skill  Use 
qualifiers and intensifiers

 A focus group for a 
new restaurant

Give feedback on ideas 
for a restaurant

Words related 
to scientific food 
innovations

Synonyms and 
collocations of 
breakthrough

  TED Talk   
How We Could Eat Real Meat 
without Harming Animals 
Isha Datar

 Pronunciation Skill  Stress 
and emphasis in numerical 
expressions

Analyze an infographic 
about the meat industry

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about switching to 
meat alternatives

Group presentation: A 
possible solution to one 
aspect of the food crisis

 Presentation Skill  Make 
your presentation 
relatable

6
Hooked on Our  
Phones?
Technology
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Words related to 
phone usage and 
addiction

Forms of the word 
addict

 A video podcast about  
phone addiction

 Note-taking Skill  Notice 
questions

 Listening Skill  Recognize a 
speaker’s purpose

 A talk about pagers

Use adverbials to talk about 
a past experience

 Communication Skill  Describe 
time, frequency, and 
duration

 Three people talking 
about their phone 
usage

Compare different 
people’s phone usage

Words to talk 
about phones and 
photography

Collocations with 
compelling

  TED Talk  
Does Photographing a Moment 
Steal the Experience from You? 
Erin Sullivan

 Pronunciation Skill  Strong and 
weak forms of that

Analyze an infographic 
about why young people 
travel

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about phones, 
social media, and travel

Individual presentation: 
When taking photos and 
videos is worthwhile, 
and when it isn’t

 Presentation Skill  
Provide context

7
Generations
Sociology
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Words related to 
generations

Collocations with debt

 An online discussion about 
issues affecting young people

 Note-taking Skill  Match 
speakers with their ideas

 Listening Skill  Recognize 
perspectives

 Excerpts from a 
discussion

Agree and disagree politely

 Communication Skill  
Respond to people’s 
opinions

 A conversation 
between friends about 
their problems

Compare the concerns 
of people from different 
generations

Words related 
to generational 
stereotypes

Forms of pragmatic 
and idealistic 

  TED Talk  
How Generational Stereotypes 
Hold Us Back at Work 
Leah Georges

 Pronunciation Skill  Stress in 
prepositional phrases

Analyze an infographic 
about what workers want

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about different 
generations in the 
workplace

Group presentation: 
The ideal workplace for 
your generation

 Presentation Skill  Deliver 
a dynamic presentation

8
Mixing Cultures
Art & Culture
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Words related to 
cultural appreciation 
and appropriation

Collocations with 
consideration, 
disrespect, offend, 
and rejection

 A lecture about cultural 
appropriation

 Note-taking Skill  Practice visual 
note-taking

 Listening Skill  Distinguish facts 
from opinions

 A talk about influences 
on the English language

Describe different aspects 
of culture

 Communication Skill  Choose 
the right voice

 A talk about Italian-
American food

Analyze different 
cultural influences

Words to talk about 
culturally important 
objects

Forms of acquire, 
campaign, 
discrimination, 
feature, and initiative

  TED Talk  
Why Are Stolen African Artifacts 
Still in Western Museums? 
Jim Chuchu

 Pronunciation Skill  Use 
emphasis

Analyze an infographic 
about culturally significant 
objects

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about cultural 
restitution

Individual presentation: 
Things that represent a 
culture you appreciate

 Presentation Skill  Use 
repetition as a rhetorical 
device
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