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1
Human  
Connection
Sociology 
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Words related to 
social interaction

Collocations with 
connection

 A class discussion about a 
community project

 Note-taking Skill  Note examples

 Listening Skill  Recognize 
examples

 A conversation about 
community interactions 

Agree or disagree on 
different topics

 Communication Skill  Agree and 
disagree

 A conversation about 
social media

Agree or disagree on 
ways of connecting with 
people

Words to talk about 
secrets

Collocations with 
secret

  TED Talk   
Half a Million Secrets 
Frank Warren

 Pronunciation Skill  
Linking sounds

Analyze an infographic 
about how personal 
relationships affect our 
health

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about forming 
human connection

Group presentation: A 
community project that 
connects people

 Presentation Skill  Start 
strong

2
Expectations
Business
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Words related to 
expectations

Collocations with 
expectations

 A video podcast about 
managing family expectations 

 Note-taking Skill  Use a mind 
map

 Listening Skill  Listen for key 
ideas

 A conversation about 
patient expectations

Express opinions on societal 
expectations

 Communication Skill  Express 
opinions

 Three ways people 
managed expectations

Give advice on how to 
manage expectations

Words to talk about 
career expectations

Phrases with living, 
risk, choice

  NG Explorer  
Pursuing Your Passion 
Hannah Reyes Morales

 Pronunciation Skill 
Thought groups

Analyze an infographic 
about career choices

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about career 
expectations

Individual presentation: 
An interview with someone 
on how they managed their 
career expectations

 Presentation Skill  Use 
repetition for emphasis

3
Spending Wisely
Public Policy
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Words related to 
power

Noun, verb, and 
adjective word 
forms

 A lecture about the use of 
soft power

 Note-taking Skill  Use a chart

 Listening Skill  Listen for 
evidence

 A conversation about soft 
power

Explain a topic and ask follow-
up questions

 Communication Skill  Ask 
follow-up questions

 A talk about France’s 
soft power

Suggest how a country 
could improve its soft 
power

Words related 
to government 
spending

Noun, verb, and 
adjective word forms

  TED Talk   
Why Must Artists Be 
Poor? 
Hadi Eldebek

 Pronunciation Skill  
Numbers

Analyze an infographic 
about government 
spending

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about funding for 
arts and culture

Individual presentation: 
How public money should 
be spent

 Presentation Skill  Connect 
with the audience

4
Aim Lower,  
Reach Higher?
Health
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Words related to 
life goals

Collocations with 
balance

 A webinar about curating 
your life

 Note-taking Skill  Use symbols

 Listening Skill  Make predictions

 Conversations about 
managing commitments

Make recommendations on a 
chosen topic

 Communication Skill  Make 
recommendations

 A conversation about a 
student’s commitments

Make recommendations 
on a student’s 
commitments

Words related to 
habits

Noun, verb, and 
adjective word forms

  TED Talk   
The 1-Minute Secret to 
Forming a New Habit 
Christine Carter

 Pronunciation Skill  
Syllables and stress

Analyze an infographic 
about New Year’s 
resolutions

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about setting life 
goals

Individual presentation: 
Three recommendations on 
setting realistic life goals

 Presentation Skill  
Emphasize your points

5
Global Countdown
Environmental  
Studies
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Words to talk 
about climate 
change

Noun and verb 
word forms

 A presentation about the 
impact of climate change

 Note-taking Skill  Make a timeline 

 Listening Skill  Listen for time 
signals

 A talk about the 
environmental impact of 
human activities

Describe effects of a trend

 Communication Skill  Express 
cause and effect

 A conversation about 
a college’s environmental 
issues

Design a campaign on how 
to raise awareness on an 
environmental issue

Words to talk about 
environmental 
change

Noun and verb word 
forms

  TED Talk   
The City Planting a 
Million Trees in Two 
Years 
Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr

 Pronunciation Skill  
Finished and unfinished 
thoughts

Analyze an infographic 
about e-waste

Synthesize and 
evaluate approaches to 
environmental problems

Group presentation: 
How to address an 
environmental problem in 
your community

 Presentation Skill  End 
strong

6
Our Digital Life
Technology
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Words related to 
cybercrime

Suffixes -ful and 
-less

 A video podcast about  
online fraud

 Note-taking Skill  Take notes 
using key terms

 Listening Skill  Listen for 
rhetorical questions

 A talk about cybercrime

Use examples to explain a 
concept

 Communication Skill  Use 
examples to support ideas

 A quiz on online safety

Give tips on staying safe 
online

Words to talk about 
digital footprints

Noun, verb, and 
adjective word forms

  NG Explorer  
Our Online Selves 
Amber Case

 Pronunciation Skill  
Contrastive stress

Analyze an infographic 
about the impact of our 
digital footprint

Synthesize and evaluate 
advice about managing 
one’s digital footprint

Individual presentation: 
A case study of a 
cybercrime and how to 
stay safe

 Presentation Skill  Define 
unfamiliar concepts

7
Less Is More
Psychology
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Words related to 
making choices

Suffixes -ity, -ion, 
and -hood

 A class discussion about  
The Paradox of Choice

 Note-taking Skill  Record 
information in a list 

 Listening Skill  Listen for signal 
words and phrases

 A talk about the fear of 
missing out

Organize ideas and give tips 
on a topic

 Communication Skill  Use signal 
words to mark transitions

 A personality quiz 

Examine the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
different personality types

Words to talk 
about the idea of 
minimalism

Collocations with 
amount

  TED Talk   
Less Stuff, More 
Happiness 
Graham Hill

 Pronunciation Skill  
Intonation in yes/no and 
choice questions

Analyze an infographic 
about the Happy Planet 
Index

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about achieving 
happier lives

Group presentation: 
Whether having less makes 
us happier

 Presentation Skill  Connect 
the ending to the beginning

8
Explore Every Day
Psychology
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Words related to 
creativity

Collocations with 
research

 A lecture about creativity

 Note-taking Skill  Review and 
reflect on your notes

 Listening Skill  Make inferences

 A talk about Pixar’s 
creative success

Summarize key details to 
explain a topic

 Communication Skill  Rephrase 
and summarize

 Three views on what 
creativity means

Suggest ways to improve 
creativity

Words related to 
exploration and 
adventure

Collocations with 
imagination

  TED Talk  
Happy Maps 
Daniele Quercia

 Pronunciation Skill  Schwa 
sound in articles and 
prepositions

Analyze an infographic 
about the daily routines of 
famous creative people

Synthesize and evaluate 
ideas about creativity in 
everyday life

Individual presentation: 
A personal experience of a 
microadventure

 Presentation Skill  Pace your 
presentation
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