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Life Beginner Unit 10b
be: was/were negative and question forms

Presentation

Negatives

I/He/She/It wasn’t
at the bank.

You/We/They weren’t

Wh- questions

Where
was he/she/it?

Who

Yes/No questions

Was I/he/she/it at the bank?

Were you/we/they

Short answers

Yes,
I/he/she/it was.

you/we/they were.

No,
I/he/she/it wasn’t.

you/we/they weren’t.

TIP   wasn’t = was not
weren’t = were not

No, I wasn’t.

Were you at the bank at 
midnight?

Where were you at 
midnight?

Yes, I was!
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Beginner Unit 10b
Exercises

Exercises

1 Put the words in the correct order. 

1 weren’t they yesterday at school
2 it in Canada wasn’t hot
3 at you were home ?
4 for was she work late ?

5 wasn’t in born I England
6 were where your from parents ?
7 what name your was mother’s ?
8 at party who was the ?

2 Complete these conversations with was, wasn’t, were or weren’t. 

Conversation 1
A: 1 Were  you at school yesterday? 
B: No, I 2  . 
A: Where 3  you?
B: With my friends. It 4  the weekend. School 5  open!
Conversation 2
A: My grandfather and grandmother 6  famous.
B: Why 7  they famous?
A: They were actors. 
B: 8  they on TV?
A: No, they 9  . They were actors in the theatre.
Conversation 3
A: How 10  your weekend?
B: Good. We 11  in the mountains.
A: Was it hot and sunny?
B: No, it 12  . It was cold but it 13  fun. 

3 Read the answers and complete the questions.

1 When  were  you born? I was born in 1996.
2  your father a musician?  

No, he wasn’t. He was a teacher.
3  J F Kennedy famous? 

He was an American President in the 1960s.
4  John Lennon born?

In Liverpool.
5  Neil Armstrong famous?

He was the first person on the moon.
6  the first human in space?

In 1961.
7  your brothers good at music?

Yes, they were. But I wasn’t!
8  your favourite teacher at school?

It was Mr Scott, my Geography teacher.
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