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AGENDA
1. Blended learning & effective learning platforms

2. What barriers are there?
3. What are the benefits?



BLENDED 
LEARNING



a) a combination of methodologies

b) a combination of face-to-face and 
online teaching

c) a combination of technologies

d) All of the above

Is blended learning

?



“Blended Learning is any time a student learns at least in part at a supervised 
brick-and-mortar location away from home and at least in part through online 
delivery with some element of student control over time, place, path 
and pace” 

Stoker, 2011



How do you feel about using online 
platforms to facilitate a blended 

classroom?



What are the barriers?

Awareness

Five Potential Barriers to LMS Usage, John Contrado
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Motivation &
Reinforcement 

Time Constraints



What are the

?



Extends 
learning 

beyond the 
classroom





Increases Parents’ 
involvement

“To increase student 
learning, family 
engagement must be 
treated as rigorously as 
any other key 
educational strategy.”

Eldeman & Tyler, Hechinger Report



Benefits on Students
1. Higher grades and test scores

2. Better school attendance and 
homework completion rates

3. Improved social skills and 
behaviour allows students to 
acclimate better to school 
environments

4. Higher self-esteem











“At the end of the day, 
the most overwhelming 
key to a child’s success is 
the positive involvement 
of parents.” 

Jane Dee Hull
https://www.learningliftoff.com/how-parental-

involvement-benefits-the-entire-educational-process/



Increased learner 
engagement, 

participation and 
motivation







Easily tracks 
learner progress 

and 
performance





What should
teachers do 
with this data?



“It (formative assessment) 
is one of the most 
powerful and impactful
methods for improving 
student learning ever 
studied.” 

Trish Martin, East Carolina University, 2012

On a scale of 1-10 (10=strongly agree), how far do you 
agree with this statement? Justify your answer.



Why formative assessment?
· Student progress is more visible + more accurate

· Gauges learning on a regular basis
· Gives a more detailed overview of a student’s ability

· Immediate and personalised feedback
· Allows for remedial work + re-teaching and re-assessing 

· Increased learner engagement
· Increases students awareness of own strengths and weaknesses

· Enables teachers to reflect on their own teaching



Are there 
any 

drawbacks?

“If formative 
assessment is 
done correctly, 
there are NO
disadvantages 
to the student.” 

Trish Martin, East Carolina 
University, 2012





Facilitate the Flipped Classroom





Pros & Cons
• speaks the language of today’s 
students
• helps students of all abilities to excel
• increases student-teacher interaction
• allows teachers to know their 
students better
• increases student-student interaction
• allows for real differentiation
• changes involves parents

• It can create or exacerbate a digital 
divide
• there is significant work on the 
front-end
• It relies on preparation and trust
• Time in front of screens–instead of 
people and places–is increased

















“I like the flipped classroom because I don’t need to ask the teacher to 
repeat, which is embarrassing in front of the class.”

“I don’t have to wait for others who take 
longer to understand.”

“If the same content is taught in class it 
takes much longer because there’s 30 of 
us and there are always quite a few who 
don’t get it the first times. So the teacher 
has to ‘rewind’ many times. It’s boring for 
me.”

“I usually rewind the video until I get it. In 
class I only ask once because I don’t want 
the others to think I’m stupid.”

Source: w
w

w
.m

yetpedia.com
/10-tips-and-ideas-for-using-the-flipped-classroom

-
in-the-elt-classroom

/`

“At home we’re in control. We can rewind 
whenever we want but only if we need.”



It’s green!



How many photocopied worksheets 
do you give your students for 
homework every week?

How much paper would you save 
every year if you used an online 
platform?



Use Online Learning 
Platforms to…

> Extend learning beyond the classroom
> Increase parental involvement 
> Increase learner engagement 
participation and motivation
> Easily track learner progress and 
performance
> Facilitate formative assessment
> Facilitate a flipped classroom scenario
> Be green!







Join National 
Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus



Further Reading
How to teach English with technology, Dudeney & Hockly, 2007
Blended Learning, Sharma & Barrett, 2007
Homework, Painter L, 2003
Language Learning with Technology, Stanley, 2013
Five Potential Barriers to LMS Usage, John Contrado
Factors that Impact Student Usage of the Learning Management systems, Nasser et al, 2011

https://blog.esparklearning.com/3-reasons-why-some-teachers-still-arent-embracingg-the-use-
of-technology-in-the-classroom
3 Reasons Why Some Teachers STILL Aren’t Embracing the Use of Technology in the Classroom, 
E.Kim 2016







“Though the educational 
potential of the internet is 
limitless, it is becoming 
apparent that wired students 
use technology less to learn 
than distract themselves from 
learning.”

Hal Crowther, Granta 111

Sydney M
orning Herald, 31

stM
arch 2019


