
a blind eye convicted obey toughen

breakdown having an offence overturned

a caution hands tightening updating
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1 Speaking

Discuss these questions with a partner.

1. Are there any laws in your country which the police
don’t strictly enforce?

2. Are there any laws which you think should be changed?

3. Are there any new laws which the government is
planning to introduce at the moment?

4. Have you heard of any miscarriages of justice in your
country?

2 Talking about aspects of the law

Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

3 Listening (1)

You are going to listen to two women – Saroj and
Natalie – talking on the phone.They talk about
Saroj’s holiday and some changes to the law. Look
at the words below.They are in the order you will
hear them.Try to decide what happened.

4

He got off lightly. • He took a plea bargain. • It was an awful miscarriage of justice. •They just turn a blind eye to it. • It’s bound
to cause problems. • They’ve made spamming an offence. • They’ve taken out an injunction against the paper. • They billed me
£50 – just for writing a letter! • That’s outrageous! • We had our car towed away. • It’s all jargon. • I couldn’t make head or tail
of it. • He’s a bit dodgy, if you ask me. • He’s involved in a pretty nasty custody battle. •You should’ve kicked up a fuss. • That’s
such a sick joke. • There’s been a spate of burglaries round our way. • The police should launch a crackdown. • Did they 

manage to recover the car? • I feel like my home’s been violated. • Apparently, I’m liable for 
damages. • My car got towed away. • He got off on a technicality. • What a drag.The law

security boarding gate terrorist attacks

tweezers hassle evidence

stab fingerprints Catch 22

bound to could must shouldn’t would

can could must won’t

1. As a rule, people ......................................... the law now as
much as they ever did.

2. In some places, there’s just been a total ................................
in law and order.

3. The police often know drug-dealing is going on, but
they just turn ......................................... to it.

4. The police often let offenders off with ............................... .

5. Because the police don’t always deal with their
problems, people sometimes take the law into their
own ......................................... .

6. They’re thinking of ......................................... the divorce
laws. Some of them are really antiquated.

7. They’re talking of ......................................... the rules
governing immigration.They want to make it more
difficult to get into the country.

8. Apparently, they’re going to make sending junk e-mails
......................................... .

9. They’re thinking of ......................................... a crackdown on
speeding.They want to ......................................... the law so
that you can lose your licence after your first offence.

10. They were wrongly ......................................... of an offence
they didn’t commit and spent ten years in prison
before the conviction was ......................................... .

Use some of the expressions to talk about the
questions in Activity 1.

Now listen and find out what actually happened.
Retell what happened using the words to help you.

Have you ever had a similar experience to Saroj?
Do you agree with Natalie that anti-terror laws go
too far? Why/why not?

4 Using grammar: modal verbs

Complete each sentence from the conversation
with one of the modal verbs in the box. In some
cases, you will need to add ’ve or be.

1. It’s such a palaver – they ........................................ searched
my bag about ten times.

2. They said they ........................................ used as an offensive
weapon.

3. They said they were too sharp – I ........................................
stab someone with them.

4. Honestly, you ........................................ been furious.
I ........................................ kicked up a right fuss.

5. They ........................................ make things really awkward 
for you.

6. I ........................................ go into the whole story.

7. It’s ........................................ lead to miscarriages of justice.

8. Strictly speaking, I ........................................ using this phone
for personal calls.

Listen again and check your answers.

Complete this sentence in as many true ways as
you can.Who has the most sentences?

• Strictly speaking, I shouldn’t ... , but ... .

For more information on using modal verbs like this,
see G3.

��
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5 Sympathising

Decide which two responses in each group are
the most likely. Cross out the least likely
response.

1. I accused this guy of stealing my mobile. I was
shouting and screaming and then my son owned up
and said he’d taken it.
a. Oh no! That must’ve been so embarrassing!
b. Oh no! You’re joking!
c. That’s ridiculous!

2. My car got towed away and I had to go to the other
side of town to pick it up.
a. Oh no! What a pain!
b. Oh no! That must’ve been really disturbing.
c. Oh no! What a drag!

3. They arrested me for driving one mile an hour over
the speed limit!
a. What a shame!
b. That’s outrageous!
c. That’s ridiculous!

4. He pulled a gun on me. It was terrifying.
a. I can imagine.
b. I bet!
c. That must’ve been terrifying!

5. They took us off to the station and held us in a cell
for two hours and we couldn’t get anyone to tell us
why.
a. You’re joking!
b. What a pity!
c. That must’ve been quite scary.

We often add a question to show we are
interested in what is being said and to find out
more.Think of a question to add to one of the
comments in each conversation.

With a partner, have the five conversations and
continue them.

6 Listening (2)

You are going to listen to a second conversation
between Natalie and Saroj when they meet up in
the evening. Saroj sympathises with Natalie about
something. Listen and take notes about what
happened.

The incident Natalie describes is not uncommon in
Britain. Do things like this happen in your country?
Are there many burglaries where you live? Do you
know anyone who’s been burgled?

Real English:What a drag!

If something is a drag, it’s annoying and boring.You
don’t want to do it, or talk or think about it.
A: I left my wallet at home and had to go all the way

back and get it.
B: Oh no! What a drag.
I’m sorry to be a drag, but could you just explain that
one more time.
Having to work weekends is a bit of a drag / a real drag.

7 Role play

Work with a partner.

Student A: Look at page 172.
Student B: Look at page 175.

Spend five minutes preparing your role.Then role
play the conversation. Student A should start.



EVEN MORE hated than tax
inspectors! Disliked even more than
traffic wardens! The targets of even
as much venom as estate agents! It
can’t be much fun being a lawyer!
Not that you’re likely to feel much
sympathy for them, of course, for in
a recent survey of the least respected
professions, lawyers came fourth!
There are also countless websites
containing anti-lawyer jokes. So why
is it that they attracted so much
hatred when they seek justice and
defend people’s rights?

■ Well, first and foremost, it seems that many of us
perceive lawyers as being money-grabbing. Lawyers
have such a reputation for being greedy that people
accept as fact the many urban myths about
ridiculously high legal fees and clients being billed for
coffee, waiting time and small talk, whether they are
true or not. The fact that so much money can be
made out of other people’s misery doesn't exactly help
them either. Part of the problem for lawyers is the fact
that we tend not to seek their services when life is
going well. Rather, we turn to them when our lives are
completely falling apart. We bring them our divorce
cases, our custody battles and our paternity suits. They
are often associated with the very worst points in our
lives – and whilst we may be grateful to our own
lawyers for their work and dedication at such times,
we rarely feel the same way about the lawyers of our
opponents!

■ To make matters worse, the law has, in many cases,
become more of a business than a profession, leading
to some lawyers acquiring a reputation for dodgy
financial practices. The stereotype of many lawyers as
‘ambulance chasers’ – keenly pursuing those recently
involved in an accident in the hope of picking up a
case – has done their image real harm. The more
lawyers work on a no-win, no-fees basis, the more
endless litigation is actively encouraged. As a result,
‘compensation culture’ seems to be becoming a more
and more accepted part of our society.

■ Furthermore, not only will certain lawyers scramble
over one another in an attempt to land the best jobs,
but they will often use underhand means in a bid to
win their cases. Lawyers often seem quite happy to
engage in character assassination if it will get results. 
It is this kind of behaviour that has contributed to the
idea of lawyers as being at best, amoral, and at worst,
totally unethical. Added to that is the fact that many
lawyers sell themselves to whoever offers the most
money. That these clients may be the bosses of
organised crime mobs, the CEOs of companies that
have polluted the environment or wealthy superstars
who have committed awful crimes does not seem to
bother them at all. On the contrary, they seem
perfectly happy to explore legal loopholes and think up
clever plea bargains before trials begin. Nevertheless,
whenever it is suggested that perhaps the legal
profession should be subject to external watchdogs,
lawyers frequently react with horror!

■ To add insult to injury, we then have to listen to
lawyers claiming that they are the defenders of justice
and free speech. To many of us, this is total hypocrisy.
One final annoyance is the incomprehensible jargon
that lawyers always seem to use. Most of us can’t tell
our herewiths from our hereinafters and have never
quite understood why none of this business could be
conducted in plain English! One thing that is plain,
however, is that when it comes to jobs we just can’t
stand, lawyers remain in a class of their own!

MONEY
CAN’T

BUY
YOU

LOVE!
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1 Speaking

Which three jobs or professions do you most
respect? Why?

Work with a partner. Compare your ideas and
decide on the three jobs most respected by both of
you.

Now work with another pair. Can you all agree on
the three jobs you respect the most?

2 Before you read

You are going to read an article about a job voted
as one of the least respected in Britain. First, read
the introduction.Are you surprised by this news or
not? Why?

With a partner, list five reasons why you think
lawyers tend to be so disliked.

1. ................................................................................................................................

2. ...............................................................................................................................

3. ...............................................................................................................................

4. ...............................................................................................................................

5. ...............................................................................................................................

3 While you read

Now read the rest of the article.As you read, think
about these questions.

1. How many of your ideas does it mention? 

2. Are there any reasons you totally agree with? Why?

3. Are there any reasons you strongly disagree with?
Why?

4. Are there any reasons you simply don’t understand?

When you finish reading, discuss your ideas with a
partner.
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4 Speaking

Discuss these questions with a partner.

1. Is compensation culture a growing problem in your
country or is the trend towards litigation a good
thing?

2. Can you think of any trials where the defendants were
expected to be found guilty, but then got off?

3. Do you find it easy to understand legal jargon in your
own language? 

4. Have you ever had to read any legal documents? 

5. Are there any professions you personally dislike? Why?

5 Dealing with lawyers 

Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

1. When my parents got divorced, they were involved in
this lengthy legal ......................................... about who was
going to get the kids and in the end, my mum was
awarded ......................................... of us both.

2. After they got divorced, she had to take her ex-
husband to court to force him to pay .................................... .

3. I really should go and see my lawyer and get a
......................................... drawn up.You never know. I could
die in an accident tomorrow!

4. My old landlord was horrible! He threatened to take
us to court for breach of ......................................... – and all
because we had a party!

5. The company he set up went ......................................... and he
had to file for ......................................... .

6. My lawyer really helped me with the .........................................
of my house. She read through all the contracts and
sorted out all the payments I had to make and
everything.

7. I was injured at work and I decided to make a claim
for ......................................... because my lawyer told me my
employers were ......................................... .

8. A friend of mine took out an ......................................... against
her ex, stopping him from coming round to her house!

Now discuss these questions with a partner.

a. Have you ever had any dealings with lawyers?

b. Have any of your friends or relatives?

c. Have there been any divorce cases, custody battles or
paternity suits in your country recently that involved
famous people?

6 Lawyer jokes

Have you ever heard any lawyer jokes? Tell them to
a partner.Then read the jokes below.What do you
think the punchlines will be?

1. How can you tell when a lawyer is lying?

2. What’s the difference between a lawyer and a vampire?

3. What do lawyers use for birth control?

4. What’s the difference between a lawyer and God?

5. What do lawyers have in common with rhinos?

6. How do you stop a lawyer from drowning?

Listen and see if you were right.

Do you think any of these jokes are spot-on? Are
any of them sick? Are any a bit much?

bankruptcy compensation injunction purchase

battle contract liable will

bust custody maintenance

7 Speaking

Can you think of any examples of these different
kinds of lawyers?

1. a crusading human-rights lawyer

2. a famous criminal lawyer

3. a controversial lawyer

4. a fictional lawyer from a book, film or TV series

Tell a partner what you know about each person –
and what you think of them.


