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Impact helps teenage learners to better understand themselves, each other, 
and the world they live in. 

Austrian BASE jumper Felix Baumgartner  
jumps from the edge of space, 39 km (24 mi.) 
above the surface of the Earth. 

Unit 5

1. In the photo, we see a man jump from the edge of 
space and then free-fall, attached only to a helium 
balloon. Would you try this? Why or why not? 

2. Why do you think people explore? What can be 
learned from exploring new places?

3. Where would you like to explore? Explain.

“ We really need to show people 
the world in a different light,  
in a new format—something 
that they can engage with and 
be excited about.”

—Corey Jaskolski 

Explore
Why We
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National Geographic Explorers 
are featured as role models who 
embody the 21st century skills 
and values teens need to become 
successful global citizens.

Learn new words. Listen and repeat.  TR: 16

Work in pairs. Have you ever helped anyone 
in need? What did you do? Would you use 
social media to help people you’ve never 
met? Why or why not? 

2

3

We want to help each other in 
times of crisis. This idea is nothing 
new. For centuries, our ancestors have 
worked together to help one another 
whenever a crisis struck their village. 
This collaboration brought their 
communities together. Over time, 
these communities have expanded 
to become a “global village” of over 7 
billion people. When we hear about a 
massive earthquake or typhoon hitting 
another part of the world, we still 
want to help—but how? Crisis mapper 
Patrick Meier has found a way you can 
help—without even leaving your home.

Meier has created a network of 
“digital humanitarians” who produce 
crisis maps that measure the scale of 
a disaster, and provide the most up-
to-date information for what is needed 
on the ground. They do it through 
crowdsourcing, or transmitting 
information using online resources  
and social media. 

People in the affected area upload 
messages and photos that show 
evidence of disasters immediately after 
they occur. These updates generate an 
enormous amount of data, which is 
sorted by digital humanitarians, and 
then posted to the crisis map. People 
working online and on the ground 
process the information, and use it to 
understand the big picture. Rescuers 
use these updates to monitor the levels 
of destruction and coordinate relief 
for difficult situations. So now when 
disaster strikes, help can come from 
anywhere on Earth.

How can we help people we don’t 
know? Why would we want to? 
Discuss. Then listen and read.  TR: 15

1

Patrick Meier analyzes data to help with 
relief efforts during a storm.
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Cross-curricular 
topics engage 
learners and 
prepare them for 
future academic 
success.

People celebrating Carnaval 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

1. Name all of the different colors that you see in the photo. Which is your favorite? 

2. Would you like to be at the place in the photo? Why or why not? 

3. Imagine this photo in black and white. What would you think of it? What would be lost?

“ When multiple colors dance across the same scene, the result can be a carnival.”
—Annie Griffiths

Color  
Matters

Unit 1

9

8
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Unit 7

1. Look at the photo. Do you like what you see? Do 
you think it’s art? Why or why not?

2. What are the differences between art in a gallery 
and art in the street or in a park? Where do you 
prefer to look at art? 

3. Think of a piece of artwork or photograph you 
love. Describe it and explain why you love it.

“ Art in the public space is meant to create a conversation,  
it’s meant to challenge preconceptions, it’s meant to inspire.” 

—Shannon Galpin Art in  
the Open Houses painted to create a mural 

in the Las Palmitas neighborhood 
of Pachuca, Mexico
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Shaping your future
Being a teenager can be challenging,  

but it can also be exciting. You’re becoming 
more independent and making decisions 
for yourself. You are also learning to take 
risks and solve problems better than you 
could before. And changes are happening 
throughout your body, even in your brain.

You can’t see the changes in your brain, 
but they’re affecting how you develop into 
an adult. At this time in your life, there is 
a process going on inside your brain that 
makes it work faster and more efficiently. 
Imagine that the structure of your brain  
is like a big road map. There are lots of  roads 
leading to different destinations. When you 
were a child, as you learned new things, your 
brain created more and more roads leading 
to different destinations. By the time you 
become an adolescent, the most important 
places on the map have many different roads 
leading to them. Now your brain’s job is to 
make that map more efficient. It removes the 
roads that you don’t need and works to make 
the other roads faster. 

As a result, your experiences as a 
teenager actually affect the way that your 
brain develops. If you spend hours playing 
video games, what skills do you use? You 
learn to see something with your eyes, and 
respond to it with your hands, right? As you 
develop those skills, your brain is making 
sure that the roads leading to them are 
especially fast and efficient. So, your  
video-game playing could be preparing  
you for a career such as a fighter pilot, or 
even a surgeon. 

This is a great time for you to practice  
new skills and discover what you are good 
at and what you love doing. Go out and try 
different activities, and stick with them if you 
think they’re useful. Remember that with 
everything you do, you’re shaping your brain 
for the future.

Match these summaries to the 
correct paragraph. Write the number 
on the line.

20

Before you read, discuss in pairs. Based on the title 
and the image, what do you think this reading is about?

16

Learn new words. Find these words in the reading.  
What do you think they mean? Use a dictionary to check. 
Pay attention to how each word is used in a sentence in 
the dictionary. Then listen and repeat.  TR: 24

17

While you read, 
summarize each 
paragraph.  TR: 25

18

After you read, work in pairs to 
answer the questions.

1. What does the writer compare the 
structure of the brain to?

2. What happened to your brain as 
you learned new things as a child?

3. How does the brain become 
more efficient when you are an 
adolescent?

4. How can your experiences as a 
teenager affect the development of 
your brain?

5. What is the writer’s advice for 
teenagers?

19

  What you do as an adolescent 
affects your future.

  Your brain forms many 
connections when you are a 
child and then it makes them 
more efficient when you are  
a teenager.

  It is important to try to have 
lots of new experiences when 
you are a teenager.

  Teenagers experience a lot  
of changes.

Discuss in groups.

1. How do some of the activities you 
enjoy doing now provide you with 
important skills for the future? Give 
examples.

2. Knowing that what you do shapes 
your brain, what activities shouldn’t 
you do? Why shouldn’t you do them? 
Give one or two examples.

3. Name three interesting careers. 
Then imagine what activities a 
teenager could do now to shape 
their brains for each career.

21
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adolescent  experience  process  structure

Teenage Brain
The
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By encouraging self-
expression, global citizenship, 

and active participation, 
Impact motivates students 

to explore who they are and 
who they want to be, all while 

learning English!

Express Yourself

Choose an activity.

1. Choose a topic: 
•	 an	unusual	place 
•	 an	unusual	job	

2.	 Choose	a	way	to	express	yourself: 
•	 a	review	 
•	 an	advertisement 
•	 an	interview

3.	 Present	your	work.

4

— JGirl, Seoul

Read the online travel review.  TR: 311

A gondola

	 My	parents	loved	looking	at	the	beautiful	
bridges,	churches,	and	palaces	along	the	route.	I	
really	enjoyed	listening	to	our	gondolier	talk	about	
his	work.	He	told	us	that	it	takes	years	of	study	and	
practice	to	get	the	job.	Who	knew?	He	also	told	us	
that	of	all	the	gondoliers	in	Venice,	only	one	is	a	
woman!	I	think	I	need	to	change	that!	It’s	time	to	
start	training	for	my	dream	job!	Maybe	my	dad	will	
let	me	borrow	his	shirt.	;)

	 Gondola	Tours	of	Venice	gave	me	a	great	tour	of	a	
beautiful	city—and	an	interesting	idea	for	my	future	
career!	I	recommend	the	gondola	tour	to	anyone	
who’s	interested	in	learning	about	unusual	places	
and	unusual	jobs	.	.	.	especially	if	they’re	stuck	on	a	
boat	with	their	parents!	

Work in groups. Discuss the 
review.

1.	 Does	JGirl’s	review	make	you	
want	to	visit	Venice	and	go	on	a	
gondola	ride?	Why	or	why	not?	

2.	 Do	you	think	the	review	gives	
enough	information?	Is	it	funny	
and	interesting?	What	else	
would	you	like	to	know	about	
Venice	or	about	Gondola	Tours	
of	Venice?

2

Connect ideas. In Unit 1 you 
learned about exploring and 
unusual places. In Unit 2 you 
learned about unusual jobs. What 
connection do you see between 
the two units?

3

“Our gondolier saved my vacation!”
	 Well,	I’m	in	Venice,	Italy	with	my	family!	Venice	
is	incredible!	The	city	is	hundreds	of	years	old,	and	
it’s	built	on	WATER.	People	get	around	on	special	
boats	called	gondolas,	and	today	I	had	my	first	
gondola	ride!

	 A	gondolier	controls	the	gondola	using	an	oar	
and	his	own	strength.	(These	gondoliers	are	REALLY	
strong.)	The	gondolier’s	job	is	to	describe	Venice’s	
culture	and	the	history	as	he	takes	you	through	the	
city’s	canals.	Our	gondolier	was	so	good	at	telling	
stories	I	almost	forgot	I	was	sharing	the	ride	with	 
my	parents.

	 That	might	sound	exciting,	and	it	was,	but	of	
course	I	was	with	.	.	.	my	dad.	And	Dad	thought	it	
would	be	funny	to	wear	a	striped	shirt	to	match	the	
gondolier’s	shirt.	Can	you	say	embarrassing?!

GoTravel  
RevIeWs
GondolA TouRs  
of VeniCe

210 reviews

4140
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Unit 7

1. What problem is the man in 

the photo solving? Can you 

think of another way to solve 

the problem?

2. Think of an invention that 

impressed you. Who made 

it? How is it useful? Why is it 

interesting to you?

3. How does an idea become  

a reality? What needs to  

happen in order to successfully 

create something?

“ People create amazing 

things based on what 

they can imagine,  

and what they’re truly, 

truly passionate and 

excited about.”
—Tan Le

Creative 
Problem-
Solving

A creative way to bring the 

dog along, Taipei

111

110

Make an Impact
Design a flying machine.

•  Plan and design a flying machine.  

•  Use your plans to create a model of the machine. 

•  Present your machine to the class. Explain how it works.

Make an evolution poster.

•  Choose an animal that has evolved the capability of flight.

•  Research how this animal has evolved over time. Draw and label at 
least four steps in its evolution. 

•  Arrange your drawings in order on a poster. Display the poster in class.

Advertise a flying machine.

•  Choose a flying machine that you learned about. 

•  Think about the benefits and risks of using that machine. 

•  Make an advertisement for the machine. Try to persuade your  
audience to fly in it.

A

B

C

A pilot guiding a homemade machine during 
a flying competition in Moscow, Russia
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Explorers appear in readings, videos, 
and activities throughout Impact. 

Each unit highlights one Explorer 
to inspire future global citizens and 
promote 21st century skills.

1. Watch scene 8.2. 

2. What would you say your “own thing” 

is? How does it bring you closer to other 

people? How does it help you stand out?

3. Do you let the world define you? Or do 

you define who you are? Or both? Explain 

with examples.

—Paul D. Miller, aka DJ Spooky 

National Geographic Explorer, Artist/Writer/Musician

“There are so many people who just let the world define 

them. What happens when you begin to realize another 

world is possible—that’s art.”

Do Your Own Thing 

140
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Learn English with National Geographic Explorers

National Geographic Explorers—photographers, 
scientists, artists, and more—are featured as real-life 
role models who are making a difference in the world. 

“If you have curiosity, you  
have to be an explorer. You 
have to go out and find answers 
yourself without waiting to get 
them from others.” 
  —Corey Jaskolski,  
   engineer and inventor

After you read, work in pairs to 
answer the questions.

1. Describe Caleb Harper’s indoor 
farm.

2. Why is Caleb’s work important? 
3. What are aeroponics and 

hydroponics? 
4. What are two problems with 

traditional farming?
5. What are three ways that indoor 

farms are sustainable?

20

Before you read, discuss in pairs. 
Based on what you learned so far and 
the photo on this page, what do you 
think the reading is about?

17

Learn new words Find these words in 
the reading. What do you think they 
mean? Think about the context of this 
unit. Then, listen and repeat.  TR: 38

18

As you read, think about how what 
you learned so far in this unit relates 
to the text.  TR: 39

19

Work in groups. Using what you 
learned in the unit, discuss whether 
you think Barton Seaver would 
support Caleb’s work. Give examples 
to support your ideas.

21

Discuss in groups.

1. Vertical farms will help provide 
food for our growing population. 
What is another way we can 
produce more food?

2. Apart from the health and 
environmental benefits, what 
other benefits could indoor 
farming bring to a city?

22
With 80 percent of the world’s population 
living in cities by the year 2050, we need to 
consider indoor farming.

What do you think of when you hear the 
word farm? You probably think of a large, 
open land with lots of different crops growing 
and animals grazing, right? Well, urban 
agriculturalist Caleb Harper is working to 
change how we think about farms.

Over the past few years, Caleb has been 
researching different forms of vertical farming. 
He has been working to bring farms into the 
city. His main focus is on two types of vertical 
farming: aeroponics and hydroponics. With 
aeroponics, a nutrient-filled mist is sprayed on 
a plant’s roots to help them grow without soil. 
With hydroponics, a plant is grown in nutrient-
rich water.

Caleb uses simple computer technologies 
to monitor his crops. This technology allows 
him to control climate and provide consistent 
light, food, temperature, and water. The 
result is better plant growth and flavor. This 
consistency also allows his crops to produce 
food four to five times faster than those of a 
traditional outdoor farmer. 

Caleb’s work is important. Right now, we 
are facing a global food crisis. The world’s 
population is at 7 billion. In 30 years, it will 
be nearly 9 billion. We will need to produce 
70 percent more food to feed these additional 
people, but there isn’t enough farmland.

consistent organic

sustainable vertical

National Geographic Emerging Explorer Caleb Harper and his CityFarm

Even if there were, traditional farming 
can be harmful to land. Overused soil loses 
nutrients. Farmers use chemicals to treat their 
crops. These chemicals get into the ground and 
run off into bodies of water. The polluted water 
supply threatens the ecosystem and the health 
of those living nearby. 

 Vertical farming systems can help solve 
these problems. First, farms in urban areas  
will allow people to harvest fresh produce year-
round. There is no need to worry about threats 
such as droughts or insects, which could ruin 
a crop. And indoor farms are sustainable. They 
use less water than a traditional farm, and 
with hydroponics, 97 percent of fresh water is 
reused. Vertical farms use less energy because 
they don’t depend on large farming equipment 
and long transportation systems to carry the 
food from farm to city. And all of the crops in 
an indoor farm are grown without pesticides, 
so they are fresh, healthy, and organic. 

So, the next time you hear the word farm, 
don’t just think of that large, open land with 
crops and animals. Think inside the city—it’s 
the future of farming.

Grow
It Here,
Eat
It Here

Grow

Eat
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Work in pairs. Compare and contrast Jimmy Chin and Kevin Hand.

20

advisor  to commute  to create  photographer  scientist

Before you read, think about this unit’s topic. You will read 
about two people. Predict what you’ll learn about them. 

16

Learn new words. Find these words in the reading. Look at 
each word’s ending. Which of the words are professions? How 
do you know? Then listen and repeat.  TR: 28

17

While you read, look for similarities and differences.  TR: 29

18

After you read, work in pairs to answer the questions.1. What are Jimmy Chin’s three jobs?
2. Jimmy enjoys traveling. How do you know this from the text?3. Do you think a lot of people visit the places that Jimmy 

photographs? Why or why not?
4. Why does Kevin go to Antarctica?
5. Other than being a planetary scientist, what other job does 

Kevin have?

19

Discuss in groups.
1. Jimmy and Kevin take risks doing their work. Would you want a job where you had to take risks? Do you think it’s good or bad to take risks? Why?2. Do you think it is important to explore outer space? Why or why not?

21

Adventures

These explorers love working  in extreme places.
You’re more likely to find photographer Jimmy Chin commuting to Mount Everest than to an office. Not only is he a photographer, he’s also a professional climber and skier. He takes photographs and videos in some of the most amazing—but dangerous—places on Earth. Jimmy has climbed and photographed the world’s highest mountains in Nepal, Tibet, and Pakistan. And he does all of this while carrying heavy cameras. Why does Jimmy do such difficult work in such extreme places? “Creating films and photographs in situations that few others could experience is my life’s inspiration,” he says.

Jimmy isn’t the only explorer working in extreme places. Planetary scientist Kevin Hand drills through the ice in northern Alaska and the 

Near and Far
Jimmy Chin in Yosemite National Park, California, USA

Arctic Sea to study 
microscopic life in 
the water underneath it.  He hopes that 

studying microscopic life under ice on Earth will help him to find and study life under the ice on Jupiter’s moon Europa.

Not all of Kevin’s work is in cold, faraway places, though. He also works with directors as a  science advisor for movies, such as Europa Report. Kevin has even been in a movie! He was a featured scientist in the movie Aliens of the Deep.
Jimmy and Kevin make it clear that work doesn’t have to be boring!

33
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1. Watch scene 7.2. 

2. Tan likes to collaborate with others in her 
work. Do you think it’s important to work 
with others when doing or making new 
things? How can being part of a team 

prevent you from quitting or giving up  
on something?

3. Think of a time when you gave up on 
something. Why did you give up? What 
would have happened if you hadn’t?

—Tan Le 
National Geographic Explorer, Innovator and Entrepreneur

“Part of the process is figuring out what doesn’t work 
as much as what does work.”

Don’t Give Up

124
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WORKBOOK
More practice, 

review, and test 
preparation can 
be found in the 

Workbook— both 
in print and online! 

Become Active Participants in the Classroom

Each unit of Impact contains:
• Language presentation and instruction
• Student-choice activities
• Video activities
• Mission pages
• Project work, and much more! 

End-of-unit projects and 
Express Yourself lessons 
reinforce the language and 
knowledge taught in the unit.Student-choice activities empower 

learners to become active participants 
in the classroom.

Read and complete the dialogue.

 Dad: Meiling, look at this. I found this old map of our city. It’s more than  
  100 years old.

 Meiling:   Let me see.

 Dad:  This building was a hospital. It’s a music hall now.

 Meiling: 

 Dad:  I know! And this was the old library.

 Meiling:   Now it’s a tall skyscraper. 

 Dad:  And look. This was a park.

 Meiling:   It’s my school now!  

 Dad:  Hey, let’s take a walk. We can bring the map and look for other changes.

 Meiling: Great idea! I’ll bring my camera and take some pictures.

78

Active listening

Really?

Wow!

No way!

You’re kidding!

Seriously? 

That’s incredible!

SpeAking StRAtegy TR: 6

 1. different or uncommon

 2. relating to the countryside

 3. relating to the city

rural    unusual    urban

Daniel Raven-Ellison has a very    job: he’s a guerrilla 

geographer. He loves exploring places and making discoveries. Daniel says that we 

are    interesting things just waiting to be discovered. 

According to him,    of a place should keep exploring. They 

can make new discoveries even if they’ve lived in the same place their whole lives.

Daniel    all kinds of exciting adventures. In one adventure, 

he climbed more than 3,300 floors of the many tall    in 

London. In another, he walked across Mexico City, the    of 

Mexico. He photographed everything he saw in front of him every eight steps. He took 

photos of   ,  streets, and public spaces. He’s done the same 

thing in twelve other cities!

Read and write the words from the list. Make any necessary changes.4

Learn new words. Listen for these words and match them with the 
definitions. Then listen and repeat.  TR: 4 and 5

5

Choose an activity.

1. Work independently. Go on a discovery walk outdoors. 
Find things that are hard, soft, sticky, brown, pink, 
small, big, or smelly. Take photos and present your 
experience to the class. 

2. Work in pairs. Think of two adventures you can 
have near your home. Why would you choose these 
adventures? What can you learn from them?

3. Work independently. Walk through your school  
building and take photographs every eight steps.  
What interesting things do you see? Create a  
photo book of your discoveries.

6

Listen. How do the speakers show they’re listening actively? Write the words and 
phrases you hear.  TR: 7

7

Work in groups. Take turns. Choose a 
card. Read the question and the possible 
answers. Group members guess the 
correct answer and use active listening to  
respond to the real answer.

9

Work in pairs. Think of an interesting place, thing, or  
event in your neighborhood, and describe it to your partner. 
Your partner should use the words and phrases above to 
show active listening. When you finish, switch roles.

10

Daniel Raven-ellison

go to p. 153.

One million? 
That’s amazing!

architecture capital outdoor plan

resident skyscraper surrounded by unique

12 13
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Express Yourself

Choose an activity.
1. Choose a topic:
	 •	fashion	and	group	behavior
	 •	clothing	and	its	impact	on	the	

environment 

2. Choose a way to express yourself:	 •	a	poem	or	rap
	 •	a	poster
	 •	a	short	video

3. Present your work.

4

Work in groups. Discuss the poem.
1.  What do you think the poem is 

about? Circle the letter. Support your answer.
 a. buying trendy fashions 

b. reducing your fashion footprint c. buying only recycled clothing
2.  The poem says we shouldn’t buy things we don’t need. Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

2

The Garb Age
Fashion is about excess, 
about wanting more. 
It’s indulgent, vain, 
selfish to the core.

Excess is euphemism 
for avoidable waste. 
Buying without need 
is in poor taste.

In a finite world 
resources are scarce. 
Surplus drains, and 
Earth has no spares.

Fads repeat like history, 
dated becomes news. 
Reduce, repurpose, recycle. 
Up-cycle and reuse!

Fight a failing model. 
Save scraps, set the stage. 
Sew your own designs, 
but don’t let your garb age.

Read and listen to the poem by Asher Jay. TR: 57

1

Connect ideas. In Unit 3 you 
learned about group behaviors. In this unit, you learned about fashion trends. What connection do you 
see between the two topics?

3

75
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Make an Impact
Raise awareness for an endangered animal.

•  Research an unusual wild animal that is endangered. 

•  Make posters or brochures with information about 
that animal. 

•  Share the information with your classmates.

Teach others about a human-wildlife conflict.

•  Research a human-wildlife conflict where you live.

•  Find out what’s being done to solve this issue.

•  Make a presentation to your class.

Create a video interview.

•  Role-play an interview between a wild-animal expert 
and a journalist.

•  Talk about the wild animal and the problems  
it faces.

•  Film your interview and share it with the class.

A

B

C

Orphaned koalas with a 
caregiver in Queensland, 
Australia
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Offering advice Accepting or declining advice

SpeAking StrAtegY TR: 32

attitude    entrée    grateful    to ignore

According to Barton, food is a    of our culture. 

He should know. Barton grew up in a very    

community, where he learned about different cultures through food. Barton sees 

food as a way to connect with people we know, and people we don’t know. Trying 

new foods can    our relationship with people, and 

help us understand other cultures. Barton also sees    

foods as the best choice. Choosing from what’s produced nearby makes us try 

new things, not just buy according to our   .  

Although    farming and fishing offer a wide variety  

of foods in the supermarket, Barton wants us to avoid popular, overfished 

species, and instead try the “catch of the day.” We should get creative with  

what is available to create unique,    meals. 

commercial diverse globalization harvest impact

local packaged reflection taste wholesome

read and write words from the list. Make any necessary changes.4

Learn new words. Listen for these words and then match them  
to the correct definition. Then, listen and repeat.  TR: 31

5

Choose an activity.

1. Work independently. Think about the food produced in your region, and plan an 

entrée that uses local ingredients. Present your meal idea to the class. 

2. Work in pairs. Discuss what affects your food choices more: your own tastes or what 

foods are available to you. Do you make good food choices? Explain.

3. Work in groups. Create a survey of food awareness. Work together to write five 

questions about food. Conduct the survey in class. Then present the results. 

6

Listen. How do the speakers offer and respond to advice?  
Write the words and phrases you hear.  TR: 33

77

You should think about helping us in the 
community garden.

If I were you, I’d sign up for the school’s  
gardening club.

Why don’t you try growing vegetables at home?

Actually, I was thinking we could work at the 
school’s garden.

Great idea! Thanks for the suggestion!

Thanks for the idea, but I prefer working in my 
grandfather’s garden.

Commercial fishing

 1. pay no attention to

 2. feeling or opinion

 3. main part of a meal

 4. thankful

read and complete the dialogue. 

 Natalia:  I’m so tired of eating the same old thing. 

 Alex:    eating something different?  
What foods do you like? 

 Natalia:  Well, I love chicken, bread, rice… 

 Alex:   ,  I’d look for dishes from  
other cultures with those ingredients. Have you tried Indian food?

 Natalia:  No.   ,  but I don’t eat spicy foods.

 Alex:  Not all Indian food is spicy. And many Indian dishes use chicken and rice. 
Indian bread, called naan, is really delicious, too!  

 Natalia:  Really?

 Alex:  Really!    you could come over and  
try some Indian food at my house. My dad’s making it tomorrow night. 

 Natalia:  

78

Work in groups. Spin the wheel. Give advice on the topic. 
Listen as group members respond to your advice.

79

Work in pairs. You want to eat more responsibly. Listen and respond to your partner’s 
advice on how to do so.  

710

go to p. 157.

You should think about trying 
sardines. They’re really good!

4746
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“Your actions, your 
voice and your choices 
all have a huge impact.” 
 —Jack Johnson,
 musician and  
 environmentalist
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NGL.Cengage.com/impact

Learners explore real people and places 
from around the world and the important 
issues that affect us all.

Learners are 
introduced to topics 
and themes from 
the sciences, arts, 
history, and more.

New Frontiers
FILE TK

Explore The World Through Cross-Curricular Topics

Stimulating information about the world engages learners 
and prepares them for future academic success.    

VIDE
After you watch, read and circle the  

correct letter.
25

1.  Which of the following reasons for exploring  

is not mentioned in the video?

a.  Exploring helps us engage more fully with  

our world.

b. Exploring will make us famous.

c. Exploring is part of human nature.

2.  Why is it important to care about what’s  

out there?

a. So that we can stop asking questions.

b.  So that we can engage with our world  

and act with love.

c. Because very few people do.

3. What do we use to help us explore?

a.  Information about the people who came  

before us

b. Information about new species of animals

c. The high-tech tools of science

4. Why is technology important for exploration?

a.  Because without technology, it’s impossible to 

discover any new animal species.

b.  Because it lets us explore places that are 

otherwise inaccessible.

c.  Because technology is so important for 

conservation. 

Watch scene 5.1. While you watch, complete the quotes.

24

Before you watch, discuss in pairs. Why is it important to explore?

23

Work in pairs. Review your 

answer for Activity 23. Compare 

it with what you heard in the 

video. Discuss your comparisons 

with your partner.

26

Work in groups. You’re in charge 

of a school-wide campaign to 

promote exploration. Create a 

poster or an advertisement on 

the benefits of exploring. Present 

your work to the class. 

27

Choose an activity. 

1.  Work independently. Research 

one of the explorers from  

the video to learn more about 

his/her work. Share what you 

learn with the class.

2. Work in pairs. Make your 

own video, similar to this one. 

Interview other students and 

ask them, “What can we learn 

from exploring our region?” 

3. Work in groups. Research 

a recent discovery of a new 

species. Find out who the 

explorers were, where they 

went, and what led them to  

the discovery. 

28

1.   “It’s part of  
  to be  

  and to want to learn more about the world.” 

2.  “It  
 .  I mean that’s what exploring  

is about.”

3.  We think we know  
 ,  but we don’t. We 

think we know  
 ,  but we don’t. We think 

we  
 ,  but we don’t.

4.  “By knowing what’s out there, we  
 .”

Explorers camping near the nyiragongo 

volcano, Democratic Republic of the Congo

87

86

The Veil Nebula is a cloud of hot gas and 
dust in outer space. It’s the remains of a 
star that exploded around 8,000 years ago.

1. What can we learn from exploring outer space?

2. Bethany Ehlmann points out that we’re sending 
missions to other worlds. One of them is our 
neighboring planet Mars. What other worlds should 
we explore? Why?

3. What personality characteristics do you think you 
need to participate in space exploration? Name at 
least three.

New  
Frontiers
“ We are pushing the frontiers 
in our own solar system, 
sending missions to other 
worlds, looking outward to 
distant pinpoints of light.”

—Bethany Ehlmann

Unit 6

9392
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Video lessons feature footage from National Geographic 
and other sources, as well as animated infographic videos 
created specifically for Impact.

“We’re always in search 
of something. My job is a 
combination of extreme 
sports, nature, mystery, 
science, and reading.” 
 — Guillermo de Anda,
 underwater archaeologist

Grammar TR: 66

Work in pairs. Listen again. Answer the questions in complete sentences.  TR: 70

1. How did people decorate their bodies long ago?

 

2. What did Maori men do to their faces in the past?

 

3. Why did some people paint their bodies instead of getting tattoos?

 

4. What body part of brides did artists paint with henna?

 

5. What did people do to their ears 5,000 years ago that they still do today?

 

13

Ancient Greek women preferred golden hair to dark hair.

Did Ancient Greek men like to wear their hair short? No, they didn’t.

Ancient Greek women didn’t like short hair either.

What did Ancient Greek women use to make their hair shiny?  
They used olive oil.

Simple past: Saying what happened

like  liked

prefer  preferred

brush  brushed

Listen. Circle the correct forms of the verbs you hear.  TR: 6710 an Egyptian woman 
with long hair

  1. wanted didn’t want

  2. believed didn’t believe

  3. used didn’t use

  4. attached didn’t attach

  5. helped didn’t help

  6. protected didn’t protect

read. Complete the sentences about women’s hair in Ancient Greece.  
Use the correct form of the verbs in parentheses.

1.  How did women    (like) to wear their hair? 

  They    (pull) their hair off their faces and  

  (tie) it into a knot. 

2.  How did they    (color) their hair red? 

  They    (comb) a special paint,  
called henna, through their hair. 

3.  What did they    (use) to curl their hair? 

 They    (use) a metal tool, shaped  

like a pencil. They    (curl) their hair  
around it. 

4.  Did they    (place) anything on their hair? 

  Yes, they did. They    (place) fresh  
flowers on their hair.

11

Learn new words. Listen to learn about how people 
decorate their bodies now and how they decorated 
them long ago. Then listen and repeat.  TR: 68 and 69

12

People decorate their 
bodies in many ways.

In the past most Maori 
men covered their faces in 
tattoos. Today some still do.

Artists paint the hands 
and feet of Indian brides 
with henna.

In some cultures people pierce babies’ 
ears to show that they’re girls.

Work in groups. Think of people you know who have done things to change their 
hair and bodies. Use the simple past to describe what they did.

14

  7. liked didn’t like

  8. washed didn’t wash

  9. used didn’t use

  10. mixed didn’t mix

  11. colored didn’t color

  12. loved didn’t love

82 83
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Unit 3 “As an act of exploration, taste your world.”
—Barton Seaver

An Alaskan woman kissing a sockeye 
salmon that she caught

Food Matters

1.  Why do you think this woman is kissing a fish?

2. Why is food important for your health? For your 

culture? Explain.

3.  What are some of your favorite foods? Where do  

you get these foods?

42 43
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Professional Development Made Easy

Dr. Joan Kang Shin, a trainer of EFL teachers in over 100 countries, and Impact series editor, has 
designed a Professional Development Program that uses short videos of real classrooms and 
interviews with teachers from around the world to help teachers get the most out of Impact.

The program covers areas and topics such as:

•  Learning Language Through Content

•  Effective Use of Media in the Classroom

• Writing Process

•  And much more!  

The Professional Development Program is available on DVD.

Materials for Teachers and Learners 

Impact is supported with print and technology materials that present, practice, reinforce,  
and extend the content of the Student Books. 

For Learners
•  Student Book  

•  Combo Splits

•  Workbook

•  Online Workbook 

Dr. JoAnn (Jodi) Crandall 
Dr. JoAnn (Jodi) Crandall is Professor 
Emerita and former Director of the 
Language, Literacy and Culture Ph.D. 
Program, and Co-Director of the MA TESOL 
Program at the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County. She has worked in 
all areas of ESL/EFL including teaching, 
curriculum and materials development, 
standards development, and teacher 
training.

Dr. Joan Kang Shin
Dr. Joan Kang Shin is the Director of TESOL 
Professional Training Programs in the 
Education Department at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County, and specializes 
in training and professional development 
of teachers of English to young learners. In 
her role she is responsible for administering 
professional development and teacher 
training programs that reach teachers in over 
100 countries around the world.

Series Editors 

NGL.Cengage.com/ourworldtours

Also from the Series Editors:

Technology That Brings The Classroom To Life

The Classroom Presentation Tool integrates 
all of the Impact resources, including video, 
audio, and language presentation, making it 
easy to carry out lessons in any classroom with 
an interactive whiteboard or computer and 
projector. 

The Online Workbook, hosted on MyELT, 
includes interactive activities to support each 
lesson from the Student Book, including:

•  Vocabulary

•  Speaking Strategies

•  Grammar

•  Reading

•  Video

•  Writing   
   

The Online Workbook also includes vocabulary 
flashcards and grammar tutorials for additional 
support.

For Teachers
•  Lesson Planner with MP3 Audio CD,    
 Teacher’s Resource CD-ROM, and DVD  

•  Classroom Presentation Tool 

• Classroom DVD

•  Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView®

•  Professional Development DVD

NGL.Cengage.com/impact



Unit 1

“ Make sure to be passionate 
about whatever it is you  
get into…”

—Jack Andraka

Friends celebrating Holi,  
the Indian festival of colors

Who Am I?

98

1.  How would you describe the people  in this photo?  
How do you think they might describe themselves?

2.  Describe yourself in five or six words. Now think  
of five or six words that you would never use to 
describe yourself.

3.  What are you passionate about? Why?

OWI_2_SE_62951_008-023_U01_CP.indd   8-9 2/3/16   10:43 AM
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On the last page, you described yourself 
in five or six words. Would other people 
use those same words to describe you? 
Discuss. Then listen and read.  TR: 2

1

Learn new words. Listen and repeat.  TR: 3

Work in pairs. Make another list of five or six words that 
describe you, using the new vocabulary. Then make a list of 
five or six words that describe your partner. Compare your 
lists. Do you agree with your partner’s description of you?  
Why or why not?

2

3

For teenagers, life can seem exciting and 
confusing at the same time, can’t it? As a 
teenager, you’re on your way to becoming an 
adult. It’s a time of important changes and 
important questions.

A lot of these questions are about identity, 
or who you are. You’re an individual, but you’re 
also a product of your family life, your social 
environment, and your culture. Your identity 
includes your beliefs, your values, and your 
actions. You learned your values from your 
family, but, as a teenager, you may become less 
interested in what your family thinks. You may 
choose to spend more time with other people 

whose values and personalities are like yours. 
That’s natural.

Then there’s personality, or the qualities that 
make you different from other people. If you love 
parties and are enthusiastic about meeting lots of 
new people, you’re probably outgoing and self-
confident. If you get excellent grades in school, 
chances are you’re organized and responsible. 
If you’re energetic or adventurous, you might 
like hiking, or getting together with friends to 
explore a cave! If you’re optimistic, generous, 
and patient, you might enjoy helping by spending 
time with animals at a shelter, or by participating 
in a local clean-up event.

Personality is tricky. You might assume 
that everyone sees you the way you see 
yourself, but that isn’t always true. Friends  
may laugh at your stories and think you have  
a great sense of humor, but your brother might 
think you’re just odd. You may see yourself 
as ambitious because you’re determined to 
get what you want, but others may feel you’re 

stubborn, or unwilling to take advice. You 
may feel self-conscious and shy, while other 
people may think you’re unfriendly. You 
may think you’re fair, but you may still seem 
unreasonable or unkind to a friend. 

Understanding yourself and how others 
see you can really be a puzzle! 

1110 11
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Read and write the words from the list.4

Listen. How do the speakers compare and contrast their little brothers? Write the 
words and phrases you hear.  TR: 7

Read and complete the dialogue. 

 Dave: My aunt and uncle are visiting this week.

 Nina: You don’t seem very happy about it.

 Dave:  I’m not. My aunt is always saying, “You’re    
your uncle Jack!”

 Nina: Well, are you and your uncle   ?

 Dave:  No, we’re very different.    him, I’m active 
and outgoing. All he does is watch TV.

 Nina:  Is he funny? Optimistic? Generous,    you? 

 Dave: No way.   !  He never gives me anything, 
  not even on my birthday.

7

78

Comparing Contrasting

You’re outgoing? So am I! You’re shy? Not me! I’m not shy at all.

Just like you, I’m self-confident. Unlike you, I’m optimistic.

We’re alike because we’re both patient. I’m determined, but you’re just stubborn!

SpeakIng StRategY TR: 6

By the time Jack Andraka was 14 years old, he was very     

about science. Jack really wanted to focus on cancer research. He came up with a cheap,  

fast way to detect a type of cancer. When he first proposed his idea, some adults thought that 

Jack was being too   ,  but he was    

to prove them wrong. He stayed    and entered his idea into an 

international science fair. Jack won! Now he feels more   .  People 

have even asked him to be on TV because of his    personality and 

creative ideas. 

Learn new words. Listen for the words. Write each trait next to the 
correct example. Are these words positive or negative? Decide. Then, 
listen and repeat.  TR: 4 and 5

5

  1.   You never change! Just listen to me for once.

  2.   You put salt and pepper on your ice cream? Wow!

  3.   I like our music teacher. In her class, everyone  
gets a chance to play.

  4.   Oh, come on. Nobody is looking at you. Let’s dance.

Work in pairs. Take turns. Use a  
coin to move. (Heads = 1 space;  
tails = 2 spaces) Compare and 
contrast as instructed.

Work in groups. Compare and 
contrast your parents. Are you like 
or unlike your parents? Do your 
classmates’ parents seem like or 
unlike your own parents?

9

10

2014 emerging 
explorer, inventor 
Jack andraka

Choose an activity. Work in pairs.

1. Together think of a famous person, such as a singer, actor, or  
Internet personality. Separately list as many descriptive words  
as you can about that person. Are any of your words the 
same? Do you agree with your partner’s description? 

2. As a student, you’re an expert on teachers. Think about 
teachers you’ve had, and write words to describe them. Look 
at the positive qualities you both listed. Then work together  
to write a description of your ideal teacher.

3. Write the letters in your partner’s name going down the side 
of a paper. Then write a word that describes your partner 
for each letter. When you’re finished, compare your name 
poems. Do you agree with your partner’s description?

6

ambitious determined enthusiastic generous

optimistic organized outgoing self-confident

fair   odd   self-conscious   stubborn

go to p. 153.
12 13
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tag questions: Confirming information or seeking agreement

gRammaR TR: 8
Learn new words. Read about young chefs, 
and listen to their conversations. Then listen 
and repeat.  TR: 10 and 11

14

Listen. Match the questions to logical answers. Write the letter.  TR: 911

Work in pairs. Take turns forming tag  
questions and answering them. Agree or  
disagree with your partner. Express your opinion.

1. (name of a place) / most beautiful / place / ever
2. (name of a singer) / most popular / singer / right now
3. (name of an actor) / talented / actor / on TV
4. (name of a video game) / your favorite / video game
5. (name of a movie) / exciting / movie / ever

13

Alicia is friendly, isn’t she?

You’re nervous about the competition, aren’t you?

Rick doesn’t live near here, does he?

Lin also plays the flute, doesn’t she?

Sue couldn’t make herself do it, could she?

Yes. She’s outgoing. You’ll like her.

I am. I’m not sure I’m ready.

No, he doesn’t. He lives pretty far away.

Yes, she does. She’s really good!

No. She’s too shy.

1.   a.  Yes, it was. And we finally won!

2.   b.  Yes, I have to be. I’m a teacher.

3.   c.  No, she didn’t. She said she was sick.

4.   d.  He really is. He never stops!

5.   e.  Yes, she can. And the guitar, too.

Read. Then complete the tag questions.12

1. Carla and Lea want to join the team,   ?

2.  You’re not as enthusiastic about poetry as your sister,  

 ?

3. Greg’s brothers won’t be at the party,   ?

4.  Maria has changed a lot,   ?  She’s  
so self-confident.

5. Your sisters didn’t go shopping,   ?

6. You would help us if Ana can’t come,   ?

Everyone loves cooking shows! The chefs are usually 
self-confident and energetic, but they’re not always 
patient or organized, are they? (That’s part of the fun!) 
They’re almost always very competitive as they cook 
against each other. They want to win by making the  
best food they can! 

On some shows, teen chefs compete to see who’s   
the best cook. These teen chefs can be surprisingly 
cooperative, even while they’re competing. They’ve 
made friends, and they’re interested in what one 
another is doing. Of course, one chef may be jealous  
of another chef, but in the end many of them are still  
helpful and kind to each other as they compete.  
They’re open-minded enough to know that  
only one person can win, but all of them  
can be friends—and great chefs. 

Read. Then use a tag question to comment.

1. Angela really is a talented cook. I want to be like her!

 

2. Pat and Tim refused to talk to Julia, or even listen to her ideas.

 

3. The Whitley twins have seventeen tennis trophies between them.

 

4. Sam won’t join the group to help collect and recycle plastic bottles.

 

5. Here, let me help you clean up those dishes.

 

15

Barton Seaver is the most  
interesting chef around, isn’t he?

Yes, he really is. He has  
great ideas about food.

national geographic Fellow 
Chef Barton Seaver

don’t they

You aren’t feeling jealous, are you?

14 15
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Before you read, discuss in pairs. Based on the title and the 
photo, what do you think the reading is about?

Learn new words. Find these words in the reading. What do 
you think they mean? Look for clues in the sentences. Then 
listen and repeat.  TR: 12

While you read, notice descriptive words  
you think apply to you personally.  TR: 13

16

17

18

after you read, discuss the questions in groups.

1. What’s the main idea of the reading?

2. Does birth order seem like a good way to describe personality? 
Why or why not?

3. Based on your personal experience, does the information in 
this reading seem correct? If not, why not?

Work in pairs. Separately go back through the reading and 
underline all the words you think describe you. Then read your 
list to your partner. Based on your list, can your partner guess 
your birth order? What is it?

Work in groups. What other factors might affect your 
personality? Write two or three ideas. Briefly explain how  
each factor on your list might affect you. Then discuss your 
ideas in groups. 

19

20

21

Have you ever wondered why 
you are the way you are? What 
makes you different from, say, 
your brothers and sisters?

People have asked these questions for 
centuries, and researchers are trying to answer 
them. One idea they’re exploring is that birth 
order influences the person we become. In  
general the oldest child is described as 
confident, organized, dutiful, and determined 
to get what he or she wants. Oldest children 
are seen as born leaders, people-pleasers, and 
perfectionists. Because they’re the oldest, their 
younger brothers and sisters sometimes see 
them as bossy, or too willing to tell other people 
what to do.

The middle child may be described as being 
competitive in order to get more attention. They 
sometimes feel that their family ignores them 
because they are in the middle. Because middle 

children tend to avoid conflict, they can be 
flexible and easygoing. They may also be seen as 
secretive by members of their family. They are 
usually more influenced by their friends than 
by their family, perhaps because they get more 
attention from their friends. 

The youngest child is described as the baby 
of the family. They can be spoiled by their 
parents, who spend a lot of time with them and 
often give them what they want. For this reason, 
their brothers and sisters sometimes get jealous. 
Youngest children enjoy being the center of 
attention, and they are seen as outgoing, open-
minded, and likely to take risks. 

What if you’re an only child? Many people 
think that a child with no brothers or sisters 
grows up wanting lots of attention. Some think 
they’re selfish, or unwilling to share with others. 
But because they spend so much time around 
adults, they’re also described as confident, 
determined, and responsible. 

 
Me?

Why Am I

bossy  to ignore  perfectionist  selfish  spoiled

1716
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When we compare and contrast two people or things, we use phrases such  
as the following:

WRItIng

Work in pairs. Write down three things that you don’t like to happen. Use it in your 
sentences. Then share them with your partner.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

30

Work in pairs. How are the writer and his grandfather alike? How are they 
different? Do you think they’re more alike than different? Explain.

Write. Compare and contrast your personality with that of a family member.

34

35

Using it to talk about weather, time, and distance, and for emphasis

gRammaR TR: 14

It’s raining again. Another bad hair day!

It’s six o’clock already. Wake up!

It’s a half-mile walk from here. We’re late!

It’s weird that we’ve had so much rain.

I hate it when the alarm goes off.

It drives me crazy when I have to hurry.

Listen. How is it used? Write the number.  TR: 1529

 to introduce weather

 to introduce distance

 to introduce time

 to introduce emphasis

Work in pairs. Write down three things that you like to happen. Use it in your 
sentences. Then share them with your partner.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

31

Work in groups. Make the cube. Take turns tossing the 
cube and completing the sentences.

32

Compare: alike both in the same way too

Contrast: although but on the other hand unlike

Read the model. Work in pairs to identify the parts of the writing. How does  
the writer compare and contrast? Underline the words or phrases.

I come from a large family, and I share personality traits with several family 
members. But it’s clear to me that I’m most like my grandfather, although we’re 
different in some ways, too.

My grandfather and I both like to spend time outdoors. We both enjoy riding  
our bikes and watching sports. We’re adventurous, too. I really like to go fishing  
with my grandfather. We’ll catch our dinner together, then cook and eat it at our 
campsite. We both love nature. We’re alike in that way. We also enjoy working in  
his garden to grow fruits and vegetables.

It’s a different story when winter comes. Unlike my grandfather, I love being 
outside in the snow. I like to have snowball fights with my friends, but he likes to  
sit by the fire and read. Sometimes he and I play cards, although I don’t really enjoy 
that very much. I’m too energetic to sit for so long! On the other hand, when we  
play one of my video games, I have fun because I’m competitive.  
My grandfather isn’t competitive at all. He’s also sort of slow!

But it doesn’t really matter to me what we do  
together. I like being with my grandfather and  
spending time with him. We’re a good fit!

33

It drives me crazy when my 
friends don’t return my texts!

It makes me a little angry when people interrupt me in a conversation.

I like it when people give me compliments about my appearance.

go to p. 155.
20 21
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Make an  
Impact

plan and conduct a survey about 
personality traits.

•  Decide which traits you want to  
ask about. Include positive and 
negative traits.

•  Write the survey.

•  Interview ten people. Record and  
report the results.

plan and write a report on other 
factors that influence personality. 

•  Search the Internet for information 
on your topic.

•  Write your report.

•  Present your research to the class.

Write an advice column.

•  Write a letter to an advice 
columnist about a problem that 
young people face.

•  In groups of three, read your letters 
aloud. Then discuss the problem 
and give advice. Take notes.

•  Compile your group’s questions and 
responses in an advice column. 
Make copies of your column to 
share with the class.

A

BB

CC

Be Determined
—Jack Andraka

National Geographic Explorer, Inventor

“ Why not you? Why can’t you come up with the next great innovation or cure?”

1. Watch scene 2.2. 

2. It took Jack Andraka 4,000 tries to find a 
protein he needed for his experiment.  
It took him 200 tries to find a lab research 
scientist who would accept his project. 
What three words best describe Jack?

3. How hard do you try to get something 
you want or need? Do you give up 
easily? Would you try 200 times? 4,000 
times? How would you feel if you were 
unsuccessful so many times?

22 23
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Express Yourself

Choose an activity.

1. Choose a topic: 
	•	 no	one	understands	me 
	•	 no	one	understands	(animal)

2.	 Choose	a	way	to	express	yourself: 
	•	 a	short	story 
	•	 a	song	or	a	poem 
	•	 a	video

3.	 Present	your	work.

4

Work in groups. Discuss the questions.

1.	 	What	happens	in	the	story?

2.	 	What	are	some	of	the	misconceptions	in	
the	story?	

3.	 	Kim’s	mom	probably	embarrassed	her	
in	front	of	Jae.	Why	are	teens	sometimes	
embarrassed	by	their	parents?	Do	the	
parents	know	they’re	doing	it?	Explain.

Connect ideas. In Unit 1 you learned how 
people can misunderstand others and be 
misunderstood. In Unit 2 you learned about 
misunderstood animals. In both situations, 
people are involved. What does this tell 
you about the way we think? About our 
misconceptions?

2

3

Well, finally something is happening,	Kim	
thought.	So	far,	it	had	been	the	most	boring	
summer	ever.	School	was	starting	in	less	 
than	a	week,	and	she	had	nothing	interesting	 
to	report	to	her	classmates.	Suddenly	loud	
beeps—warning	that	a	truck	is	backing	up—
broke	the	afternoon	silence.	Kim	held	her	
bottle	of	cold	water	against	her	forehead	as	she	
walked	over	to	the	bushes	that	separated	her	
house	from	the	one	next	door.	

I hope the new neighbors are cool,	she	thought	
as	she	looked	at	the	stacks	of	boxes	outside	
the	truck.	Let’s see. Lots of boxes! That one 
says, “kitchen stuff,” and that one says, “Jae’s 
stuff.” Wow, what a huge TV! Oh, a keyboard. 
I wonder who plays that. That box says, “Jae’s 
trophies.” Hmm. I wonder who Jae is. And 
look at that, a water dish with the 
name Cupcake on it. 

Maybe they have a cat,	thought	
Kim.	And	then	she	saw	a	long	
pink	leash	tied	to	one	of	the	
handles	on	the	back	door	of	
the	truck.	Whatever	was	on	
the	other	end	of	the	leash	
was	under	the	truck,	
staying	out	of	the	hot	sun.	
And	it	probably	wasn't	a	cat!

Kim	stepped	around	the	
bushes	to	get	a	better	look.	
“Here,	Cupcake.	Come	here,	
girl!”	she	called.	She	poured	
some	of	her	water	into	the	
dish	and	called	again.	
“Here,	Cupcake.	Come	on	
out,	little	girl.”	

Read and listen to the story.  TR: 291

A	Day	in	the	Life

Kim	heard	something	move.	A	large	dog	
crawled	out	from	under	the	truck,	and	then	
stood	up	and	shook	itself.	“Well,	look	at	you,”	
Kim	said.	“You’re	not	a	little	girl,	are	you?	But	
you	look	so	sweet!	Are	you	thirsty?	Here,	have	
some	water.”

It	was	after	the	dog	had	finished	the	water	 
and	was	happily	licking	Kim’s	hand	that	she	
looked	up.	

“I	see	you’ve	met	Cupcake,”	the	cutest	guy	 
she’d	ever	seen	said.	“I’m	Jae.”	

“I’m	Kim,”	she	said.	“Nice	to	meet	you.	 
Welcome	to	the	neighborhood.”	

They’d	barely	started	talking	when	Kim	heard	
someone	yelling.	From	the	other	side	of	the	
bushes,	her	mom	shouted,	“That	dog’s	a	pit  
bull,	Kim.	Get	over	here	right	now	before	that	
dog	bites	you!	Those	dogs	are	so	aggressive. 
Come	here!”	

“Mom,”	Kim	said	calmly.	“Relax.	She’s	so	
friendly	and	sweet.	Her	name’s	Cupcake!”

“I	don’t	care	what	its	name	is.	Come	home	now!” 

Kim	looked	at	Jae,	and	then	looked	down	at	her	
feet,	not	sure	of	what	to	say	next.

“Go	ahead,”	Jae	said.	“We	can	talk	later.	And	
maybe	you	can	show	me	how	to	get	to	school.”

“Sure,	Jae.	I’d	like	that.	And	maybe	we	can	take	
Cupcake	for	a	walk.”	

Well, Kim	thought	as	she	returned	home.	Maybe 
the rest of the summer won’t be so boring after all.

4140
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